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WILLIAM  FELLOWLS,  Efqj 

O  F 

Shot te sham  in  Norfolk. 


S  I  R, 

T  was  your  erecting  an  Infirmary 
for  the  benefit  ot  tire  poor,  which 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  making 
fome  of  the  following  obfervations  in 
Surgery;  and  when  the  opinion  of 
my  friends  inclined  me  to  make  them 
publick,  a  fenfe  of  my  obligations  to 
you  called  for  this  profeffion  of  my 
gratitude. 


Providence,  that  wifely  orders 
all  things,  has  blefled  you  with  an 
ample  fortune  ;  it  is  a  bleffing  be- 
caufe  you  employ  it  to  the  beft  pur- 
pofes :  the  compafiion  you  fhew  to 
the  neceflitous  and  miferable,  and 
the  confhnt  care  you  take  to  remove 
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C iv 

their  wants,  and  relieve  their  diftref- 
fes,  make  your  name  revered  by  more 
than  thofe  who  are  daily  objects  of 
your  bounty,  and  will  ever  be  re¬ 
membered  to  your  honor. 

That  benevolence  which  makes 
you  the  Guardian  of  the  poor,  makes 
you  alfo  an  univerfal  Friend  and 
Benefactor :  were  I  to  indulge  my 
own  inclination,  1  fliould  enlarge 
upon  your  Character  j  but  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  offending  you,  and  the 
certainty  of  not  doing  juftice  to  the 
fubjeCt,  reftraln  me.  I  am, 

-f  i-  •  .  <> •*  *  >  v-  ->. #  ''w'  -  , 

S  r  s, 

ft  *  .  '•  '  ■  ■  -■  *  . 

Your  moft  obliged 

''r->  CA  'f  . 

humble  fervant, 
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THE 


PREFACE 


IN  the  lafl  half  century,  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Surgery  has  been  much  ad¬ 
vanced  by  a  general  fpirit  of  emula¬ 
tion,  which  feems  to  have  prevailed 
throughout  moll  parts  of  Europe  >  it  has 
been  cultivated  here,  by  men  of  great  ap¬ 
plication  and  abilities  in  the  profeffion, 
and  the  general  benevolence  of  the  public 
has  cooperated  with  their  private  endea- 
vors :  for,  to  the  immortal  honor  of  this 
Kingdom,  in  lefs  than  half  that  period 
of  time,  many  Hofpitals  have  been  found-* 
ed,  and  are  now  well  fupported  by  vo¬ 
luntary  contributions,  which  not  only  af¬ 
ford  the  beft  relief  to  the  greateft  and 
moft  deplorable  objefts  of  charity,  but 
have  a  dire<5t  tendency  to  promote  and 
perfect  the  knowledge  of  this  art,  and 
make  the  benefit  extend  to  all  ranks  of 
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I  t  may  be  truly  faid,  that  Surgery  is 
arrived  to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfection  in 
Great  Britain ,  as  leaves  no  room  for 
France  any  longer  to  boafl  of  her  fuperi- 
ority;  but  though  Anatomy  and  every 
branch  of  Surgery  fiourifh,  and  are  accu¬ 
rately  taught,  in  London ,  by  the  moft  ce¬ 
lebrated  men,  that  a  journey  to  Paris  is 
become  unneceflary  to  complete  a  Sur¬ 
geon’s  education,  ftill  we  muft  think  the 
Parifians  happy  in  their  late  very  excel¬ 
lent  Inftitntion ,  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sur¬ 
gery,  chiefly  owing  to  two  great  men 
Marefchal  and  Peyronie . 

The  recording  of  memorable  fafts  has 
been  looked  upon  as  a  laudable  undertak¬ 
ing,  in  all  ages  and  countries  ;  and  though 
the  fundamentals  of  Surgery  are  now  fo 
well  known  and  eftablifhed,  that  little 
Teems  loft  to  be  done  in  that  point;  yet, 
making  obfervations  carefully  and  commu¬ 
nicating  them,  faithfully,  with  the  parti¬ 
cular  treatment  and  event  of  the  mold  re¬ 
markable  cafes,  will  prove  of  great  ufe, 
and  be  the  fiireft  guide  to  our  future  prac¬ 
tice,  in  many  iuftances :  it  is  therefore  to 
be  wflhed,  that  every  attentive  praftitioney 

would 


PREFACE.  vii 

would  fo  (hew  his  inclination  of  being 
ufeful  to  the  community,  in  the  plained 
language,  with  that  concifenefs  and  per- 
fpicuity  which  is  beft  adapted  to  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  a  matter  of  fa£t,  and  the  candid 
will  excufe  little  errors. 

The  following  papers  were  digefted  in¬ 
to  the  order  irv  which  they  now  ftand, 
during  my  confinement  at  Bath,  and  after 
adding  a  few  {ketches  more  fully  to  illus¬ 
trate  fome  of  the  cafes,  I  (hewed  them  to 
my  friends ;  their  approbation  determined 
the  publication  of  them,  giving  me  reafon 
to  hope,  that  what  was  originally  intend¬ 
ed  only  for  the  information  of  thofe  un¬ 
der  my  own  care,  might  prove  of  more  ge¬ 
neral  ufe :  I  heartily  wifli  it  may,  for  to 
refiedd  upon  my  having  done  any  kind 
of  fervice  to  a  profeffion  I  highly  re¬ 
gard,  and  in  whicli  I  have  lpent  the  better 
part  of  my  days,  will  afford  me  as  great 
a  pleafure  as  I  am  capable  of  enjoying  in 
my  valetudinary  (late. 

Shottesham, 

Dec.  24th,  1757. 
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As  the  Author  could  not  attend  the  prefs,  hi 
begs  the  Reader  to  correct  the  following  Er¬ 
rors,  and  thofe  in  the  pointing,  as  he  (hall 
meet  with  them, 

PAGE  15.  1.  20.  dele  t9  in  conliderations.  p.  19.  L  13. 
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A  cafe  of  a  fradtured  fcull  in  an  old 

man. 

March  the  19th,  1749. 

MH.  of  T.  a  robuft  labouring  man, 
aged  fixty  one,  received  a  blow 
upon  his  head,  with  the  end  of  a 
rafter ;  he  inftantly  fell  down  deprived  of 
fenfe  and  motion,  and  was  carried  home 
as  a  dead  man,  but  difcovered  figiis  of  life 
foon  after:  a  violent  Ecchymofis  appeared, 
without  any  breach  of  the  fkinj  upon 

B  fcalp- 
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fcalping  the  fame  day,  a  very  extenfive 
fracture  was  difcovered,  with  a  great  com¬ 
minution  and  depreffion  of  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  right  parietal  bone :  as  foon  as 
the  haemorrhage  was  reftrained,  the  trepan 
was  applied ;  it  appeared  neceflary  to  make 
fix  perforations,  in  order  to  remove  the 
fragments  and  depreffed  pieces  of  the 
Cranium  then  in  view  5  after  their  removal 
we  obferved  a  feparation  of  the  Dura  Mater 
from  the  Cranium  much  beyond  the  per¬ 
forations. 

After  the  operation  the  patient  was 
drefled  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes;  was  let 
blood  frequently  and  kept  to  a  ftridl  regi¬ 
men,  laxatives  being  occafionally  admi- 
niftered.  He  recovered  his  fenfes  perfect¬ 
ly  in  about  ten  days;  the  wound  had  a 
kind  afpeft,  and  the  fymptomatic  fever 
abated,  which  gave  us  great  hopes  of  his 
recovery. 

\  f 

A  s  the  digeftion  advanced  we  obferved 
a  farther  feparation  of  the  Dura  Mater 
from  the  Cranium ,  at  the  fuperior  and  moft 
concave  part  of  the  parietal  bone,  which 
continued  as  far  as  the  inferior  and  de« 
i  pending 
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pending  point,  where  there  was  a  lodg¬ 
ment  of  matter  at  every  dreffing :  the  dis¬ 
charge  feemed  now  more  than  a  well-con¬ 
ditioned  wound  of  that  apparent  fize  ought 
to  produce,  his  pulfe  became  quicker* 
with  great  reftlefsnefs,  and  foon  after  he 
fell  into  a  Stupor ,  as  at  firft. 

These  threatening  fymptoms  return¬ 
ing,  and  growing  worfe  every  hour,  we 
were  reduced  to  a  great  difficulty  to  know 
how  to  aft  with  the  greateft  probability  of 
relieving  our  patient,  but  upon  obferving 
where  moft  matter  proceeded  from,  at  every 
dreffing,  underneath  the  Cranium ,  at  length 
we  refolved  to  remove  another  portion  of 
the  fcalp,  beginning  at  the  fuperior  part, 
defcribing  the  fegment  of  a  circle  towards 
the  Occiput ,  and  fo  coming  round  to  the 
moft  inferior  part  of  the  firft  incifion. 
This  difcovered  to  us  at  the  moft  depend¬ 
ing  part,  a  triangular  fharp-pointed  frag¬ 
ment  of  the  Cranium ,  ftruck  into,  if  not 
quite  through  the  Dura  Mater ,  whence  the 
matter  had  ifiued  at  every  dreffing  for  three 
or  four  days. 
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Under  thefe  circumftances  we  thought 
it  moft  advifeable  to  remove  the  whole  arch 
of  bone,  from  which  the  Dura  Mater  was 
detached,  and  this  being  impracticable  with 
the  head-faw,  was  effected  by  feven  per¬ 
forations  of  the  trepan,  on  the  iff  of  April. 
After  this  operation,  he  grew  immediately 
better,  and  every  bad  fymptom  gradually 
vanifhed. 

I  n  the  beginning  of  July,  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  walk  two  miles  to  be  dreffed, 
but  it  was  more  than  a  year  before  the 
cicatrice  was  perfected ;  and,  even  to  this 
day,  veficles  now  and  then  arife,  break, 
difcharge  a  little,  and  then  heal  with  very 
little  trouble. 

What  fubftitutes  the  lofs  of  the  Cra¬ 
nium  is  not  entirely  offified;  in  a  young 
fubjeft  probably  it  would  have  acquired 
fuch  a  degree  of  hardnefs  as  conftitutes 
bone, 

I  n  order  to  guard  the  brain  againft  ex¬ 
ternal  injuries,  he  wears  a  very  thin  iron 

plate | 


plate ;  and  has  followed  his  ordinary  em¬ 
ployment  feveral  years,  without  any  con¬ 
siderable  inconvenience. 

Plate  I.  exhibits  a  view  of  this  frac^ 
ture. 


Plate  I. 


A.  A.  A.  The  extent  of  the  firft  opera-* 

tion  done  March  the  28  th. 

B?  B*  B«  The  extent  of  the  fecord  ope-? 

ration  done  April  the  ifh 

C*  The  point  of  the  triangular 
piece  of  bone,  which  was 
Brack  into  the  Dura  Mater , 
and  difcovered  upon  the  fe- 
cond  operation* 


# 
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An  uncommon  cafe  of  a  fracture  of 

the  fcull. 


June  the  24th,  1749. 

MR.  J.  E.  of  T.  aged  about  thirty, 
came  to  my  houfe  when  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  from  home,  and  afked  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  lived  with  me,  to  drefs  a  fmall 
wound  which  he  had  received  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  his  forehead,  without  faying  how 
it  happened;  and  a  plafter  was  accord¬ 
ingly  applied,  without  examining  the 
wound,  it  appearing  fo  very  flight. 

I  was  called  to  him  three  days  after, 
and  found  him  in  a  Stupor,  attended  with 
other  threatening  fymptoms.  Upon  exa¬ 
mining  the  wound,  which  was  indeed 
very  trifling  in  its  external  appearance,  my 
probe  pafled,  without  any  refiftance,  into 
the  brain  more  than  two  inches,  at  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  which,  I  was  fenfible  of  fome 
folid  body,  and  took  it  to  be  a  fragment 
of  the  internal  table  of  the  fcull,  after 
having  been  informed  that  the  accident  hap¬ 
pened,  by  the  breech-pin  of  a  gun,  when 

B  4  the 
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the  barrel  flew  out  of  the  flock  upon  dif- 
charging  it. 

I  scalped  him,  flopped  the  hae¬ 
morrhage  with  the  needle  and  ligature,  and 
trepanned  him  immediately,  making  two 
perl  orations  adjoining,  not  being  able  to 
exti  act  the  fragments  of  the  bone,  which 
were  drove  into  the  brain,  through  one : 
the  diameter  of  the  fracture  of  the  exter¬ 
nal  table  was  of  no  larger  extent  than  the 
tail  of  the  breech-pin ;  but  one  of  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  the  internal  table  was  almoft  as 
broad  as  a  Chilling. 

The  Stupor,  &c.  went  off  foon  after 
the  operation,  and  he  recovered  his  fenfes 
perfectly :  though  fome  portion  of  the 
brain  was  difcharged  at  every  drefling,  the 
fymptoms  continued  fo  favorable  until  the 
eighteenth  day,  that  I  began  to  be  flattered 
with  hopes  of  his  recovery,  but  the  Stu¬ 
por,  &c.  returned,  and  he  died  the  next 
day. 

I  could  not  obtain  leave  to  open  the 
Icull  after  the  death  of  the  patient,  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  brain,  &c. 
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A  fra&ure  upon  the  Os  Frontis. 


Auguji  the  3d,  1754. 

TH  E  wife  of  T.  H.  of  H.  aged  about 
fifty,  received  this  accident  by  a  ftone 
thrown  with  great  force ;  the  wound  though 
inconfiderable  was  immediately  ftitched, 
and  the  cafe  in  all  refpefts  treated  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  rules  of  furgery. 

I  was  called  to  her  about  a  week  af¬ 
ter,  and  found  an  eryfipelatous  tumor  had 
feized  her  head,  face  and  neck,  to  the 
greateft  degree  I  ever  faw;  thofe  parts  were 
as  much  fwelled  as  in  the  moft  confluent 
kind  of  fmall-pox,  the  fever  ran  high,  fhe 
was  delirious,  breathed  very  fhort,  and  in¬ 
deed  I  thought  could  not  have  lived  until  the 
next  day.  I  difcovered  a  fradture  with  my 
probe,  which  eafily  pafled  a  good  way 
round  about  upon  the  fcull;  I  made  a  lon¬ 
gitudinal  incifion,  but  did  not  venture  to 
remove  the  fcalp  under  thefe  circumftan- 
ces,  to  inform  myfelf  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  fradture.  As  yet  no  evacua¬ 
tions 
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tlons  had  been  made.  Repeated  bleeding, 
lenient  purgatives,  nitrous  medicines,  &c* 
gave  her  feme  relief  in  a  few  days,  beyond 
expectation;  then  I  removed  a  fufficient 
portion  of  the  fcalp,  to  bring  the  fracture 
in  view,  applied  the  trepan,  and  found 
much  extravafated  blood  upon  the  Dura 
Mater .  It  was  a  long  time  before  (he  ap¬ 
peared  out  of  danger,  and  was  recovered 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty. 

j 

In  a  fmgle  perforation  of  the  fcull  in  trepanning,  I 
have  often  found  the  plate  of  lead,  defcribed  and 
ftrongly  recommended  by  Bello  ft  e  in  his  Hoj'pital-Surgeon , 
of  fignal  fervice  in  keeping  the  Dura  Mater  fufficiently 
deprefted  ;  by  which  the  growth  of  fungous  flefh  from 
thence,  through  the  perforation,  will  be  eafily  prevent¬ 
ed,  and  the  difcharge  of  any  kind  of  matter  facilitated, 
that  may  happen  to  be  lodged  between  the  fcull  and  that 
membrane  :  I  never  faw  any  inconvenience  from  the  ufe 
of  it,  but  dreadful  confequences  may  juftly  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  cutting  off  fungus,  or  deftroying  it  with 
efcharotics  in  thefe  cafes.  By  a  piece  of  card  laid  over 
the  ears  of  the  plate,  railed  a  little  above  the  fuperficies 
of  the  fcull,  the  prelfure  may  be  regulated  to  a  juft  de¬ 
gree  with  a  comprefs  and  the  common  bandage ;  or 
ftrips  of  common  plafter  applied  crucially  over  the 
wound,  which  are  beft  without  any  other  bandage  far¬ 
ther  than  to  contain  the  dreftings. 

The  fir  ft  time  that  I  performed  this  operation,  I 
found  the  fame  inconvenience,  which  I  fuppofe  put 
Bellofte  upon  inventing  this  plate,  and  ufed  it  feveral 
times  without  knowing  it  had  been  ufed  by  any  furgeon 
before.  In  this  operation  I  always  ufed  that  kind  of 
trepan  called  the  trephine* 
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A  cafe  in  which  the  trepan  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  occipital  bone,  with 
fuccefs. 

TH  E  Reverend  Mr.  Baker  of  Hedenham> 
a  very  worthy  Divine,  in  the  fifty 
ninth  year  of  his  age,  of  a  robuft  confti- 
tution,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe  running 
away  with  him,  July  the  nth,  1757,  re¬ 
ceived  one  large  and  extenfive  fifFure,  in  a 
right  line  downwards,  from  near  the  fupe- 
rior  angle  of  the  occipital  bone,  and  ano¬ 
ther  as  fmall  as  an  hair,  diverging  at  an 
acute  angle  about  an  inch  from  the  top  of 
the  large  one,  on  the  left  fide  of  it,  ex¬ 
tending  almoft  to  the  lambdoidal  future. 

H  e  was  taken  up  fpeechlefs  and  fenfe- 
lefs  ;  the  Stupor  went  off,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  upon  fcalping  and  plentiful  bleed¬ 
ing;  a  fever  foon  followed  attended  with 
delirious  fymptoms  at  times,  with  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  intelleftual  faculties  being 
much  impaired  though  not  entirely  de¬ 
stroyed. 

Many 
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Many  circumftances  concurred  to  de¬ 
lay  the  ufe  of  the  trepan  until  the  eleventh 
day  after  the  accident,  when  it  being  una- 
nimoufly  agreed  upon  in  confultation,  by 
Dr.  B  ennet  of  Norwich ,  Meflrs.  Cooper , 
Manning  and  Lewis ,  of  Bungay  in  Suffolk, 
Surgeons,  with  myfelf,  and  confented  to 
then,  by  the  perfons  nearly  concerned,  a 
fingle  perforation  of  the  bone  was  made, 
taking  in  a  (mail  part  of  the  capillary  fif- 
fure,  without  any  ill  accident  attending  the 
operation :  we  bore  in  mind  this  excellent 
maxim  in  furgery,  Fejlina  lente ,  and  exa¬ 
mined  the  Sulcus  frequently  with  a  probe 
or  quill,  to  obferve  when  and  where  the 
faw  had  cut  through,  and  when  the  piece 
was  moveable,  holding  by  one  third  or 
fourth  of  its  circumference,  we  thought  it 
moft  advifeable  to  break  it  up  with  the  E- 
levator  5  the  Dura  Mater  then  appeared 
highly  inflamed,  looking  of  a  dulky  red, 
much  like  a  lump  of  coagulated  blood. 
We  afterwards,  with  fmall  gouges,  carv¬ 
ing  and  engraving  tools,  enlarged  the  low¬ 
er  part  of  the  fiifure,  where  we  perceived 
an  iffuing  of  a  fetid  gleet  like  what  was 
difcharged  through  the  perforation,  from 
between  the  Dura  Mater  and  the  Cranium : 

ap- 
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apprehending  they  had  a  communication, 
v/e  fhould  have  looked  upon  it  as  juftifiable 
praftice  to  have  made  one  or  two  perfo¬ 
rations  more  with  the  trepan,  towards  that 
point,  and  fhould  have  propofed  it  had  not 
the  fymptoms  abated. 

He  had  a  variety  of  fymptoms  both 
before  and  after  the  operation,  fhewing 
that  the  nervous  fyftem  was  greatly  dis¬ 
ordered,  but  we  could  not  precifely  deter¬ 
mine  what  part  of  the  Encephalon  was  moft 
affe&ed  ;  before  the  operation  he  conftant- 
ly  complained  of  much  pain  upon  the  fides 
and  fore  part  of  his  head,  which  was  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  moft  intenfe  degree  of 
heat  fenfible  to  our  touch;  not  evident¬ 
ly  relieved  by  copious  bleeding  and  the 
obfer vance  of  an  exaft  regimen.  About 
fix  hours  after  the  operation  he  gave  fignal 
proofs  of  the  improvement  of  his  reafon, 
and  the  pain  and  heat  of  his  head  foon 
abated;  ftill  many  threatening  fymptoms 
continued,  and  new  ones  arofe,  among  the 
reft,  a Spafmus  cynicus  on  the  left  fide,  with 
a  remarkable  finking  and  dulnefs  of  the 
right  eye  at  the  lame  time,  both  which 
proved  of  fhort  duration. 


After 
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After  lenient  purgatives,  cooling  re¬ 
medies,  foft  diet  and  very  plentiful  bleed¬ 
ing,  it  was  thought  proper,  on  account  of 
feverifli  fymptoms  which  encreafed  perio¬ 
dically,  and  a  black  Rough  upon  the  Du¬ 
ra  Mater ,  to  give  the  Bark,  joining  Rhubarb 
with  it  to  prevent  coftivenefs* 

About  a  fortnight  after  the  operation* 
we  began  to  conceive  fome  hopes  of  his 
recovery  $  now,  October  the  6th,  the  wound 
is  contra&ed  into  the  compafs  of  a  fonti- 
nel,  and  kept  open  at  the  bottom  as  fuchi 
his  intellects  are  perfect,  he  is  able  to  take 
the  air  in  his  chariot,  and  his  health  is 
daily  improving* 

We  wanted  circumftantial  and  well- 
warranted  precedents  to  enforce  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  trepan,  and  fatisfy  all  par¬ 
ties  concerned,  of  the  propriety  and  necef- 
fity  of  it  upon  the  occipital  bone.  It  is 
to  be  wifoed  that  writers  of  approved  cha¬ 
racter,  who  have  treated  this  fubjeft,  had 
farther  confidered  a  point  of  fo  much  im¬ 
portance  to  forgery ;  for  the  Dura  Ma¬ 
ter  may  be  fo  injured,  that  though  the 

Cere- 
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Cerebellum  has  received  no  immediate  hurt, 
yet,  without  trepanning,  the  patient  mu  ft 
inevitably  perifh :  and  this  appearing  to  be 
the  ftate  of  the  cafe  before  us,  had  the  ha¬ 
zard  of  doing  it  been  much  greater,  we 
fhould  have  thought  ourfelves  juftified  in 
the  practice. 

The  objections  which  have  been  made 
againft  it  are,  the  great  difficulty  of  per¬ 
forating  the  bone  on  account  of  its  une¬ 
qual  thicknefs,  the  danger  of  wounding 
the  Cerebellum- ',  and  of  opening  a  Sinus. 
Should  the  latter  happen  we  have  inftan- 
ces,  where  it  has  not  proved  mortal  5  and 
upon  a  ftrift  examination  of  the  bone,  we 
believe,  it  will  appear  that  few  parts  of  it 
have  fuch  an  inequality,  in  the  circular 
compafs  of  the  faw,  as  to  be  more  than  a 
little  thicker  on  one  fide  than  the  other; 
from  which  confiderations  and  the  Cere¬ 
bellum  and  Sinufes  being  well  defended,  by 
fo  thick  a  membrane  as  the  Dura  Mater , 
we  are  encouraged  to  hope  that  a  cautious 
operator  may  fucceed  without  injuring  ei¬ 
ther;  but  he  fhould  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  ftrufture  of  the  bone  and  the  re- 
fpedtive  fituation  of  the  fubjacent  parts, 

pro- 
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proceeding  with  the  utmoft  circumfpe£lioii 
and  prudence,  where  the  praftice  may  not 
yet  be  thought  fufficiently  authorized. 

Since  thefe  fheets  were  fent  to  the  prefs,  I  have  received 
an  account  from  Mr.  Cooper ,  that  the  wound  is  healed, 
and  that  Mr.  Baker  has  recovered  a  good  ftate  of  health. 


A  ca^ 
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A  Species  of  tumor  called  by  the 
common  people  the  Mumps • 

EARLY  in  the  fpring,  after  the  hard 
winter  in  1739,  the  fevereft  in  the 
memory  of  man,  this  difeafe  appeared, 
which  I  had  never  feen  before,  nor  read 
any  defcription  of. 

% 

It  began  with  a  flight  fever,  the  face 
and  throat  fwelled  foon  after,  looking  of 
a  litne  deeper  color  than  a  damafk-rofe, 
but  the  tumor  feldom  extended  fo  far  as 
the  eyes;  it  was  chiefly  external,  and  fome 
times  in  a  few  days  it  increafed  to  fuck  a 
prodigious  fize,  as  to  obliterate  the  fea¬ 
tures,  and  put  the  patient  out  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  m oft  intimate  acquaintance; 
yet  that  quick  and  extraordinary  difteri- 
tion  of  the  parts  was  in  general  attended 
with  but  little  pain. 

The  difeafe  was  chiefly  among  chil¬ 
dren,  and  young  perfons  of  the  poorer 
fort.  The  general  antiphlogiftic  method 

C  fuc- 
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fucceeded  very  well;  the  difeafe  was  rarely 
mortal,  and  feldom  terminated  in  an  ab- 
fcefs,  but  when  that  happened  it  healed 
kindly  by  the  common  treatment. 

4  _ 

I  n  five  or  fix  cafes,  in  which  I  was  con¬ 
cerned,  the  tumor  in  the  face,  &c.  fubfid- 
ed  in  three  or  four  days,  and  was  from 
thence  immediately  tranfiated  to  the  tefti- 
cles,  but  this  circumftance  required  no  al¬ 
teration  in  the  general  method  of  cure. 

In  feme  a  thicknefs  and  hardnefs  re¬ 
mained  upon  the  parotid  and  maxillary 
glands  after  they  were  well  in  all  other  re- 
fpetts,  which  I  found  readily  yielded  to 
fmali  dofes  of  Merc.  dulc.  with  gentle  purg¬ 
ing  at  proper  intervals,  keeping  the  af¬ 
fected  parts  moderately  warm,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  a  fuitable  regimen,  during  the  mer¬ 
curial  courfe.  Sometimes  I  ufed  a  mild 
mercurial  ointment. 

This  difeafe  continued  rife  all  the  fum- 
mer  feafon,  which  was  remarkably  cold, 
dry  and  unfruitful,  and  did  not  intirely  dis¬ 
appear  until  autumn  1741. 


The 
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The  dimmer  after  the  difappearance  of  this  difeafe, 
the  malignant  fore  throat,  which  has  been  accurately 
defcribed  by  three  very  learned  phyficians,  HiTt  appeared, 
and  continued  more  than  ten  years  before  its  total  dif¬ 
appearance,  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom  where  I  then 
dwelt,  about  ten  miles  from  the  city  of  Norwich  •  but 
it  was  not  equally  violent  during  the  whole  of  that 
time;  it  raged  and  was  mod  mortal  in  tile  years  1745 
and  1 746.  I  attended  a  great  many  in  it,  and,  from 
what  I  obferved,  there  appeared  to  me  fome  analogy 
between  this  difeafe  and  that  among  the  horned  cattle, 
which  has  been  upwards  of  forty  years  in  this  ifland. 
Arctaus,  taking  notice  of  fuch  a  difeafe  in  the  throat, 
exprefly  fays,  that  it  was  preceded  by  a  plague  among 
that  fpecies  of  cattle. 
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A  glandular  tumor  fituated  under 
the  ear  upon  the  articulation  of 
the  jaws,  fuccefsfully  extirpated; 

June  the  iff,  1755, 

*%  /f  R.  J.  B .  of  0.  aged  about  thirty, 
iVI  a  gentleman  of  a  lively  temper, 
but  not  of  a  good  conftitution,  had  this 
tumor  gradually  growing  three  or  four 
years,  from  a  very  fmall  beginning  to  a 
confiderable  fize :  its  increafing  exceed¬ 
ingly  in  the  laft  ten  or  twelve  months  af¬ 
fected  his  mind  very  much,  and  made  him 
more  than  ordinarily  anxious  about  the  re¬ 
moval  of  it. 

W  e  were  of  opinion  in  confultation, 
that  the  operation  was  practicable.  After 
the  patient  was  duly  prepared,  I  performed 
it,  with  greater  eafe  to  him,  and  lefs  trou¬ 
ble  to  myfelf,  than  I  expeCted ;  for,  upon 
removing  an  oval  piece  of  the  teguments, 
and  laying  the  glandular  fubttance  in  view, 
I  found  it  fo  difengaged  from  the  circum¬ 
jacent 
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jacent  parts,  that  I  turned  it  cut  with  my 
finger,  having  very  little  further  ufe  for  the 
knife. 

The  wound  difcharged  during  the 
cure  a  great  quantity  of  faliva,  efpecially 
upon  maftication,  which  was  avoided  as 
much  as  poffible,  by  the  nature  of  the  food 
he  was  allowed. 

i 

When  the  wound  was  contracted  in¬ 
to  a  narrow  compafs,  I  directed  a  ftrong 
elaftic  fteel  machine,  refembling  that  which 
is  made  ufe  of  to  keep  the  wig  clofe  to  the 
ears,  with  a  foft  pad  to  prefs  upon  the 
aperture  of  the  falival  duCt,  and  reft  upon 
the  oppofite  temple;  by  which,  and  fel- 
dom  dreffing,  with  lint  moiftened  in  Alco¬ 
hol  and  a  common  plafter,  it  was  foon  per¬ 
fectly  healed. 

The  Machine,  as  defcribed  in  plate  2. 
fig.  1.  was  kept  in  its  proper  pofition,  with 
a  ribband  palling  behind  the  head,  from 
one  branch  of  it  to  the  other,  and  another 
ribband  affixed  to  that  behind  the  head, 
in  the  middle,  and  to  the  machine  on  the 
top  of  the  head. 

C3 
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A  glandular  tumor  extirpated,  which 
had  been  gradually  growing  more 
than  twenty  years  to  the  circum¬ 
ference  of  fourteen  inches,  ex¬ 
tending  from  the  root  of  the  ear 
unto  the  cheek,  and  far  down  the 
neck. 

IN  the  beginning  of  June  1757,  Mrs.  B „ 
of  A.  about  forty  five  years  of  age, 
and  healthy  in  all  other  refpecls,  firft 
aihed  my  advice  in  this  cafe;  afterwards, 
in  a  confultation  of  a  Phyfieian  and  four 
Surgeons,  befides  myfelf,  it  was  unani- 
moufly  agreed,  from  the  threatening  af~ 
pedt  of  the  tumor,  that  there  was  now 
no  time  to  lofe ;  and  that  the  operation 
was  advifeable,  without  any  farther  delay, 
though  the  feafon  was  unfavorable  on 
account  of  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  wea¬ 
ther. 

These  Gentlemen  were  prefent  at  the 
operation,  July  the  nth;  the  tumor  re¬ 
quired  to  be  differed  off  with  great  cau¬ 
tion 
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tion  to  avoid  the  blood  veflels  lying  be¬ 
neath  it ;  not  one  was  opened  of  any  dan¬ 
gerous  confequence,  nor  did  the  divifion 
of  the  falival  du6t  prove  any  obftacle  to 
the  healing  of  the  wound,  by  the  ufual 
treatment. 

W  e  examined  the  tumor  after  it  was 
extirpated;  the  glandular  fubftance  of  it 
was  in  a  fcirrhous  ftate,  and  in  the  fu- 
perior  part,  immediately  under  the  Ikin, 
which  was  of  a  dufky  red  color,  and  rea¬ 
dy  to  burft,  we  found  about  a  quarter  of 
a  pint  of  a  blackifh,  oily  fluid,  where  we 
had  obferved  a  fluctuation  before  the  ope¬ 
ration. 


It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  when  we  may 
reafonably  fuppofe  we  have  effectually  flopped  the  hae¬ 
morrhage,  by  ligatures,  or  otherwise,  after  any  ope¬ 
ration,  wherein  many  confiderable  blood- veflels  muft 
unavoidably  be  divided,  it  will  even  then  be  prudent 
to  wait  a  little  while  (and  until  the  pulfe  rifes,  if  the 
patient  happens  to  be  faint)  before  we  finifh  the  dref- 
fing  of  the  wound,  left  any  retraced  veffel,  which  may 
have  efcaped  our  notice,  fliould  bleed  foon  after :  this 
accident  has  often  happened  through  that  inattention, 
when  it  will  occafion  the  more  trouble,  betides  alarm¬ 
ing  the  patient  and  by-ftanders  to  our  prejudice. 


C  4 
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I 

A  violent  ex  tendon  and  contufion 
upon  the  mufcles  of  the  neck, 
attended  with  uncommon  confer 
quences. 

May  the  3d,  1755, 

THE  daughter  of  B \  L ,  of  S.  was 
thrown  backwards  off  an  horfe,  and 
received  an  extenfion  and  contufion  upon 
the  mufcles  ferving  to  draw  the  head  back¬ 
wards.  When  file  was  brought  to  me, 
her  chin  was  fallen  upon  her  bread:,  and 
from  the  friction,  by  an  involuntary  and 
conftant  vibrating  motion,  the  Ikin  was 
fretted  off  both  thefe  parts,  which,  with 
the  pain  fhe  differed  upon  the  pofterior 
part  of  her  neck,  made  her  life  very  un^ 
comfortable. 

Various  applications  and  bandages 
were  tried  for  two  years  to  no  purpofe. 
I  gave  directions  for  making  the  machine, 
in  plate  2.  fig.  2.  by  the  ufe  of  which  alone 
the  relaxed  parts  recovered  their  tone,  and 

|h© 
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lhe  was  perfectly  cured  in  fix  months.  By 
the  fame  means  I  have  fince  cured  a  fimilar 
cafe  of  a  year’s  {landing. 

A  machine  of  this  kind,  with  a  branch  to  pafs  up  on 
each  fide  of  the  head,  may  be  ufeful  to  keep  the  head 
and  neck  in  their  natural  direction,  after  the  operation 
for  the  wry-neck,  and  perhaps  anfwer  the  end  better 
than  the  common  bandage  ufed  upon  that  occafion ; 
but  I  cannot  recommend  it  with  certainty,  having  never 
had  an  opportunity  of  experiencing  it  in  that  cafe  :  how 
far  it  might  contribute  to  the  cure  of  that  diforder,  or 
give  relief  without  the  operation,  may  be  worth  confix 
dering  and  trying. 


Plate 
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Plate  II. 


a .  The  fixed  points  to  reft  upon  the  top 

of  the  fhoulders. 

b.  The  branch  to  pafs  up  the  fide  of 

the  head,  and  bear  gently  againft 
it  to  keep  it  fteady. 

c .  The  branch  to  come  forwards  for  the 

chin  to  reft  upon,  having  a  foft 
concave  pad  annexed  to  it,  move- 
able  with  a  fcrew  to  raife  the  head 
gradually, 

cL  The  bow  to  be  placed  behind  the  neck. 

\ 

e>  e>  The  ftraps  of  leather  to  pafs  from  the 
fhoulders,  and  hang  unto  the  pins 

f  f 
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A  great  number  of  large  ftrumous 
glands  htuated  in  the  Axilla 5  and 
underneath  the  PeEloral  Mujcle 5 
fuccefsfully  extirpated ;  and  an 
Qphthalmy  cured. 

Nov.  the  8th,  1750* 

wife  of  H.  L.  of  Y.  twenty  five 
-2-  years  of  age,  firft  perceived  a  fmall, 
indolent,  moveable  tumor  in  the  right  Ax¬ 
illa,  between  five  and  fix  years  ago,  which 
grew  gradually  in  two  years  to  the  fize  of 
a  turky’s  egg;  another  appeared  then,  im¬ 
mediately  beneath  the  clavicle,  and  in  fix 
months  acquired  the  bignels  of  a  large 
walnut :  thefe  tumors  increafed  by  little 
and  little,  and  more  glands  became  ob- 
ftrufted  and  fwelled.  About  five  months 
ago  inflammations  leized  both  her  eyes, 
foon  depriving  her  of  the  fight  of  ore  of 
them,  and  with  the  other  fhe  was  fcarce 
able  to  guide  herfelf. 


Her 
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^  *  r*' 

Her  parents  were  healthy,  and  before 
the  appearance  of  the  tumor  in  the  Axilla 
fhe  had  a  good  Rate  of  health,  but  after 
that  was  grievoufly  afflicted,  with  pain  in 
her  ftomach,  and  heat  in  her  bowels,  ac¬ 
companied  with  an  obftinate  coftivenefsj 
for  which  Ihe  found  but  little  relief,  by  a 
great  variety  of  medicines  prefcribed  by  a 
very  judicious  practitioner. 

» 

In  this  moft  deplorable  condition  Ihe 
fell  under  my  care,  with  the  whole  Axilla 
full  of  diltempered  glands,  beginning  to 
have  a  cancerous  appearance ;  and  a  chain 

of  them  was  continued  from  thence  near 

\ 

the  clavicle  quite  to  the  neck,  daily  in- 
creafing.  After  deliberately  confidering 
the  cafe,  I  thought  nothing  could  be  done 
to  any  purpofe,  unlefs  the  difeafed  glands 
could  be  entirely  extirpated  :  we  had  a  con- 
lultation  immediately,  confiding  of  a  phy- 
fician  and  four  furgeons  of  eminence,  who 
readily  concurred  in  my  opinion  5  but  we 
were  ail  of  us  apprehenfive,  that  if  thefe 
glands  were  removed,  even  then,  it  was 
very  doubtful  what  would  be  the  event  of 
the  operation ;  for,  if  the  difeafe  happened 
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to  be  flopped  here,  the  fame  caufe  ftill  ex- 
ifting,  probably  would  produce  the  fame 
-  effeft,  and  attack  fome  other  part  inter¬ 
nal  or  external,  and  fruftrate  our  endea¬ 
vours. 

These  indeed  were  very  difcouraging 
circumftances,  but  the  patient  after  hear¬ 
ing  all  that  palfed  in  our  confutation,  as 
we  thought  it  right  fhe  fhould  in  fucli  an 
hazardous  cafe,  in  order  to  chufe  for  her- 
felf ;  faid,  with  great  courage  and  refolu- 
tion,  fhe  would  fubmit  to  the  operation, 
defiring  to  have  it  done  whenever  it  fhould 
be  thought  proper. 

NOVEMBER  the  16th,  I  performed 
the  operation  in  the  prefence  of  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  beginning  in  the  Axillay  whence  I 
differed  all  the  glands,  opening  but  one 
blood  velfel  of  any  confequence,  which  I 
eafily  commanded  with  the  needle  and  li¬ 
gature,  though  it  lay  deep  in  the  Axilla : 
I  filled  the  wound  then  with  dry  lint,  and 
got  one  of  my  afliftants  to  fupport  a  com- 
prefs  upon  it  with  his  hand.  We  now 
found  it  expedient  to  refrefh  our  patient 
with  a  little  wine,  and  allow  her  a  fhorfc  re- 

fpite ; 
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fpitej  after  which,  fhe  readily  fubmittingq 
I  made  an  incifion  from  the  fuperior  part 
of  the  other  glands,  in  a  curved  line,  to 
the  angle  of  the  Axilla ,  where  I  left  off, 
intending  to  meet  it  at  the  fame  point  with 
another,  in  order  to  remove  an  oval  piece 
of  the  teguments  along  with  the  affefted 
glands ;  but  inftead  of  laying  them  bare,  as 
we  expected,  only  the  Federal  Mufcle  came 
in  view,  which  circumftance  made  us  he- 
litate  a  moment ;  having,  however,  pro¬ 
ceeded  thus  far,  it  was  unanimoully  agreed 
to  go  on:  upon  this  determination,  I  di¬ 
vided  the  mufcle  in  an  oblique  dire&ion  as 
far  as  was  thought  neceffary,  and  the  glands 
being  pretty  much  difengaged  from  the 
fubjacent  parts,  were  removed  without  any 
difficulty  or  effufion  of  blood  worth  re¬ 
garding.  Thus  ended,  very  happily,  one 
of  the  mod  tedious  and  dangerous  opera¬ 
tions  we  had  any  of  us  ever  feen.  There 
are  but  few  difficulties  that  occur  in  ope¬ 
rations,  but  what  we  may  be  able  to  fur- 
mount,  if  we  can  preferve  a  calmnefs  and 
prefence  of  mind. 

The  number  of  glands  taken  out  of 
the  Axilla  was  nineteen  of  various  fizes, 

feme 
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feme  were  like  large  potatoes,  others  no 
larger  than  filberts;  and  eight  were  Situated 
under  the  Peftoral  Mufcle ,  which  differed 
alio  in  their  fize. 

After  dreffing  with  dry  lint  and  di¬ 
gestive  in  the  common  manner,  I  applied 
foft  compreffes  of  cloth  Spread  thick  with 
Unguent .  e  Florib .  Sambuci ,  and  the  roller 
no  ftraiter  than  juft  to  confine  the  drefiings. 
After  every  capital  operation  we  fhould 
give  our  utmoft  attention  to  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  comprefles  and  bandage,  that 
they  may  fit,  and  be  left  as  ealy  as  poffi- 
ble  upon  the  tender  parts ;  as  long  con¬ 
tinued  pain  muft  have  deftrudtive  conSe- 
quences ;  from  which  considerations,  a 
little  warm  01.  Olivar .  optim .  fhould  now 
and  then  be  poured  in,  after  gently  railing 
the  compreffes  and  bandage  in  convenient 
places. 

The  Symptoms  following  the  operation 
were  very  favorable,  the  wound  digefted 
kindly  and  was  perfeftly  cicatrized  in  eight 
weeks.  When-  file  was  in  a  condition  to 
bear  alteratives,  I  had  recourfe  to  them, 
particularly  to  Small  dofes  of  Merc.  dulc. 

Within 
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Within  about  three  months  fhe  recovered 
the  perfett  fight  of  one  eye,  and  the  in-* 
flammation  did  not  continue  upon  the 
other,  but  the  Cornea  was  too  much  thick-* 
ened  to  tranfmit  the  vifual  rays.  After  the 
wound  was  healed,  I  made  her  firft  a  feton 
in  her  neck,  and  then  fuper-fcapulary  fon- 
tinels,  which  fhe  kept  open  about  two 
years.  For  a  long  time  after  the  wound 
was  perfedtly  cicatrized,  fhe  drank  fea~ 
water,  and  took  M thiof.  min .  and  Antimon* 
crad . 

Her  happy  deliverance  from  this  im¬ 
pending  danger,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
good  health  ever  fince,  have  amply  reward¬ 
ed  her  uncommon  fortitude;  and  me  for 
my  care  of  her,  fhe  being  an  objeft  of 
charity,  and  fupported,  during  the  cure* 
by  a  gentleman  whofe  great  delight  is  in 
doing  good. 


A  can- 
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A  cancerous  breaft,  of  an  enormous 
fize,  extirpated. 

Sept,  the  nth,  1 755. 

1  • 

IN  a  confultation  held  on  the  cafe  of 
Mrs.  D.  of  P.  a  remarkably  corpu¬ 
lent  woman,  yet  very  adtive  and  tempe¬ 
rate,  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  file 
had  no  other  chance  for  relief  but  by  lofing 
her  breaft,  which  was  about  a  yard  in 
circumference,  not  yet  fixed,  but  threat¬ 
ening  immediate  ulceration. 

Under  thefe  difcouraging  circum- 
ftances  we  could  not  urge  the  opera¬ 
tion,  but  the  week  following,  at  her  own 
defire,  I  performed  it,  Mr.  Layman  an 
eminent  furgeon,  and  the  furgeon  whofe 
patient  file  had  long  been,  affifting  me  : 
the  operation  did  not  prove  tedious  con- 
fidering  the  magnitude  of  the  breaft,  nor 
did  any  thing  material  occur  in  it. 

The  lkin  of  the  whole  breaft  was  af¬ 
fected  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  we  durft  not 

D  at- 
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attempt  to  preferve  fo  much  of  it  as  we 
would  willingly  have  done  ;  and  the  Mem- 
brana  adipofa  was  near  five  inches  thick 
towards  the  Axilla .  The  wound  healed 
very  kindly,  it  was  perfeftly  cicatrized  in 
a  little  more  than  three  months,  by  the 
great  care  of  the  furgeon  whofe  patient 
file  had  been  before;  fhe  had  as  good 
health  as  ufual  for  about  a  year  after. 

W  e  examined  the  principal  diftempered 
gland,  fufpended  in  a  bloody  fluid,  which 
appeared  of  a  lymphatic  nature,  by  in- 
fpiffating  with  a  moderate  degree  of  heat  ^ 
the  Cyfi  which  contained  the  fluid,  was 
formed  of  the  Capfula  of  the  gland,  the 
gland  itfelf  remaining  in  a  fcirrhous  Rate, 
out  of  which  an  excrefcence  was  grown, 
refembling  the  head  of  a  collyflower,  as 
reprefented  in  plate  3, 

Upon  cutting  into  the  body  of  the 
gland,  which  was  like  the  gizzard  of  a 
turkey,  we  obferved  fome  veffels  varicous, 
others  ruptured,  and  many  Codgulums  of 
blood,  fuch,  I  fuppofe,  as  the  Ancients 
called  Atra  Bills ,  and  looked  upon  to  be 
the  efficient  c.aufe  of  Cancers , 
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DECEMBER  the  28th,  1756,  I  was 
again  defired  to  meet  her  furgeon,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  an  indolent  tumor,  extending 
uniformly  over  the  whole  Scapula  on  the 
other  fide,  and  meafuring  three  feet  and 
eight  inches  in  circumference,  without 
the  breaft  or  glands  in  the  Axilla  being  the 
lead:  affedted,  yet  I  looked  upon  it  to  be 
an  appearance  of  the  old  leaven,  there¬ 
fore  I  advifed  no  application,  only  to  have 
it  well  fupported,  and  that  all  poffible 
care  fliould  be  taken  to  prevent  its  break¬ 
ing. 

She  died  April  the  2d,  1757.  Before 

her  death  the  tumor  was  much  increafed ; 

*  * 

hie  lived  but  a  fhort  time  after  it  broke, 
and  that  in  the  utmoftmifery,  without  any 
eafe  but  what  was  procured  by  opiates: 
the  difcharge  was  immenfely  great,  and  the 
matter  not  only  exceflively  offenfive  in  fmell, 
but  the  Effluvia  proceeding  from  it  were  fo 
virulent,  as  to  affedt  thofe  who  conftantly 
attended  her.  One  of  the  perfons  who 
bore  her  to  the  grave  told  me,  that  the 
flench  made  him  very  lick,  and  that  he 
was  immediately  feized  with  a  flux,  which 
foon  relieved  him. 

D  2 
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The  cicatrice  where  the  bread  was  ex¬ 
tirpated,  continued  perfectly  fmooth  and 
well  to  her  death,  without  the  lead  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  difeafe  upon  the  circum¬ 
jacent  parts. 

Many  years  ago  Mr.  Layman  and  I  were  prefent  when 
Mr*  Amy  as ,  iate  of  Norwich ,  extirpated  a  cancerous 
bread,  in  which  we  found  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
gravel,  and  many  (mall  Hones,  in  the  center  of  the 
glands. 
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Plate  III.  - 

The  reprefentation  of  a  cancerous  gland* 

a.  a .  a.  a .  The  common  teguments. 

b*  b*  b .  b.  The  capfula  of  the  gland  which 

formed  the  cyft  containing  the 
bloody  fluid, 

C.  c ,  c:  The  colly-flower-like  excrefcence, 
which  fprouted  from  the  body 
of  the  gland, 

d.  The  Fimbria  which  laid  loofe 
upon  the  gland,  but  was  at-* 
tached  to  the  excrefcence. 

The  incifion  into  the  body  of  the 
gland,  which  difcovered  the 
varicous  and  ruptured  veflels, 
gnd  the  coagulums  of  bloods 
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A  cancerous  difeale  which  arofe  from 
drinking  fome  liquor  impregnated 
with  the  matter  that  iffued  from 
an  ulcerated  cancer. 

i 

IN  the  year  1752,  I  was  defired  to  vifit 
a  perfon  of  great  virtue  and  veracity- 
in  Norwich ,  near  fixty  years  of  age,  who 
had  a  cancerous  tumor  upon  her  bread, 
and  the  glands  in  the  Axilla  much  af¬ 
fected,  caufing  a  large  oedematous  fwel- 
ling  of  the  whole  arm,  quite  through  to 
the  ends  of  her  fingers. 

T  h  e  account  fhe  gave  me  of  her  very 
Angular  cafe,  confirmed  by  her  relations, 
was  this:  that  her  parents  were  healthy, 
and  that  when  fhe  was  a  child  about  three 
years  old,  fhe  went  with  her  mother  to  vi¬ 
fit  a  friend,  who  had  an  ulcerated  cancer 
upon  her  bread,  which  had  jud  been 
drefled,  and  fome  of  the  liquor  with  which 
it  had  been  wafhed,  danding  in  a  tea-cup 
upon  the  table,  fhe  drank  a  little  of  it:  an 
eating  ulcer  feized  her  tongue  and  one  fide 
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of  her  mouth  about  a  fortnight  after,  mak^ 
;ng  diftnal  ravage  of  the  cheek,  as  well 
on  the  outfide  as  the  inftde :  fhe  was  put 
under  the  care  of  a  furgeon  of  great  cha- 
radter  in  London  who  found  much  diffi¬ 
culty  in  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
eafe  here.  More  than  twenty  years  after 
that,  the  leaven  fliewed  itfelf  upon  her 
thigh,  where  fhe  had  received  a  contufion 
fome  years  before,  and  an  abfcefs  was 
formed  near  the  hone,  towards  the  articu¬ 
lation  of  the  hip,  which  was  alfo  cured 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  by  a  very  able 
furgeon  at  Norwich.  She  had  a  tolerable 
good  ftate  of  health  after  this,  for  about 
fifteen  years,  and  then  difcovered  a  fmall 
fcirrhous  knot  in  her  breaft,  remaining  in¬ 
dolent  and  moveable,  increafing  but  flow- 
ly,  untill  the  time  of  the  reflation  of  the 
menftrual  difcharge  y  it  began  then  to  in- 
creafe  very  confiderably,  and  in  a  few  years 
occupied  the  whole  breaft,  with  all  the 
glands  in  the  Axilla  at  laft,  but  it  remained 
occult  to  her  death  y  a  few  months  before 
which,  her  arm  became  affedted  as  already 
defcribed. 
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An  abfcefs  in  the  Pleura  opened  and 

cured. 

yf  R.  R.  N.  of  M.  aged  about  forty 
.JVJL  five,  who  had  by  intemperance  in¬ 
jured  a  good  conftitution,  was  feized  in 
the  beginning  of  September  1755  with  a 
pleurify,  for  which  he  was  blooded  and 
treated  as  regularly,  as  an  untraftable  pa¬ 
tient  would  admit  of,  but  all  to  little  pui- 
pofe,  Refpiration  became  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult,  attended  with  a  violent  cough  and 
continual  fever;  he  grew  daily  worfe  in  all 
refpefts,  and  his  life  appeared  to  be  in  the 
moft  imminent  danger;  yet,  not  being 
apprehenfive  of  the  danger  he  was  in, 
when  urged  by  his  friends  to  do  what  was 
proper,  he  rejected  their  perfuafions,  and 
(he  wed  an  invincible  obftinacy;  but,  at 
length,  his  breathing  becoming  fo  difficult 
as  to  threaten  immediate  fuffocation,  I  was 
called  to  him  in  great  hafte,  OBober  the 
25  th, 

Besides  thefe  fymptoms,  I  found  him 
greatly  emaciated.  After  ftrict  inquiry, 

and 
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and  obtaining  all  the  information  I  could 
from  him,  and  thofe  who  attended  him, 
I  carefully  examined  the  affe&ed  fide,  when, 
comparing  it  with  the  other,  it  appeared  to 
me  rather  thicker,  efpeciaily  where  he 
complained  of  a  fixed  pain,  which  was 
between  the  fifth  and  fixth  rib,  about  the 
middle  from  the  Sternum  to  the  Spine ,  upon 
which  part  I  underftood  he  had  formerly 
received  a  blow,  though  he  had  no  com- 
plaint  in  confequence  of'  it,  worth  taking 
notice  of,  until  he  was  attacked  with  this 
difeafe. 

After  having  confidered  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  I  was  inclined  to  think  an  ab- 
fcefs  was  formed  in  the  Pleura ,  and  that 
the  matter  wrould  make  its  way  into  the 
cavity  of  the  Thorax,  if  it  had  not  alrea¬ 
dy  done  fo,  which  determined  me  to  pro- 
pofe  the  operation  direfled  in  the  Empyema , 
as  the  only  means  of  relieving  him;  he 
was  very  much  averfe  to  it,  but  by  rea- 
foning  with  him,  and  fhewing  the  impro¬ 
bability  there  was  of  affording  him  relief 
in  any  other  manner,  joined  to  the  earned: 
entreaty  of  his  relations  and  friends,  he 
did  at  laid  comply  with  what  I  propofed. 

With- 
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Without  any  farther  delay,  I  then 
performed  the  operation,  direftly  upon 
the  part  where  he  complained  of  pain,  and 
difcharged  a  large  quantity  of  fetid  matter. 
The  next  day,  in  order  to  keep  the  aper¬ 
ture  open,  and  allow  a  free  Exit  to  the 
matter  in  the  intervals  of  drefling,  I  intro¬ 
duced  a  flat  hollow  tent  dipped  into  Bel- 
lojies  compound  Samaritan  Balfam ,  and  ap¬ 
plied  over  it  a  piece  of  common  plafter, 
with  a  hole  correfponding  to  the  mouth 
of  the  tent,  and  foft  comprefles,  a  laced 
flannel  bandage  and  fcapulary :  the  tent 
was  made  of  a  leaden  Canula  covered  with 
a  piece  of  plafter,  with  ears  of  a  fufficient 
length  and  breadth  to  reft  fteadily  upon 
the  rib  above  and  below,  and  confined  to 
the  part  with  fnips  of  plafter :  this  me¬ 
thod  of  drefling  I  have  often  found  an- 
fwers  the  purpofe  perfectly  well  in  fuch 
Cafes. 

Upon  the  evacuation  of  the  matter  he 
was  immediately  relieved ;  the  pain  and 
cough  ceafed,  he  breathed  freely  in  every 
pofition,  in  a  fhort  time  the  fever  left  him, 
$nd  he  recovered  a  good  appetite. 
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The  difcharge  was  very  large  for  about 
ten  days,  then  became  moderate;  when 
the  matter  was  grown  well-conditioned, 
and  the  quantity  of  it  much  leffened,  I 
left  out  the  tent,  and  carefully  touched 
the  circumference  of  the  wound  with  the 
Caujl.  commun.fort .  dreffing  for  the  future 
fuperficially. 

I  n  about  fix  weeks  the  wound  was  per- 
fe6Hy  healed,  and  he  recovered  a  good  Rate 
of  health  foon  after.  Afs’s  milk,  Balfa- 
xnics,  &c.  were  prefcribed  during  the  cure. 

When  we  have  reafon  to  fufpe£t  that  an  abfcefs  may 
be  forming  in  the  Pleura ,  we  cannot  be  too  watchful, 
as  it  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  difcover  and  open 
it,  before  it  burfts  and  difcharges  the  matter  into  the 
cavity  of  the  Thorax .  What  Air,  Sharp  in  his  Critical 
Inquiry ,  and  Monfr .  ]Le  Dran  in  his  Operations  and  Qb - 
Jervations  in  Surgery ,  have  wrote  upon  this  fubjedt, 
with  the  different  kinds  of  Empyema  and  Abfceffes  in 
the  Thorax  deferve  to  be  read  with  the  greatefl  atten¬ 
tion.  Bonetus  in  his  Anatomia  pr attic  a  has  alfo  a  col¬ 
lection  of  cafes  to  the  fame  purpofe  well  worth  reading. 
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An  incyfted  tumor  fituated  between 
the  mufcles  of  the  Abdomen  and 
the  Peritonceum . 


MR.  C.  M.  of  S.  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  vigor,  aged  about  thirty 
five,  received  fome  blows  upon  the  Abdo¬ 
men ’,  in  a  boxing  match,  which  were  not 
attended  feemingly  with  any  bad  confe- 
quences  farther  than  flight  tranfient  pains, 
during  the  fpace  of  four  or  five  years ;  af¬ 
ter  this  period,  however,  a  circumfcribed 
tumor  appeared  three  or  four  inches  round 
the  navel,  accompanied  with  a  conftant 
t  obtufe  pain:  in  this  ftate  it  remained  fe- 

I  veral  years,  making  but  a  very  flow  pro- 
grefs,  and  thofe  whofe  advice  he  took  were 
very  dubious  of  its  nature. 
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About  ten  years  were  elapfed  when 
he  came  to  alk  my  opinion,  October  the 
1 2th,  1741.  After  well  confidering  the 
detail  he  gave  me  of  his  cafe  from  the 
beginning,  and  fiddly  examining  the 
tumor,  which  was  increafed  in  the  laft  fix 
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months  to  a  great  fize,  extending  moft 
towards  the  Inguen>  I  was  inclined  to  think 
it  of  the  incyfted  and  lymphatic  kind.  His 
health  had  been  greatly  impaired  ;  the  tu¬ 
mor  was  prominent  and  much  inflamed 
at  the  navel,  the  matter  feemed  to  have 
made  its  way  through  the  Cyji,  and  was  juft 
ready  to  break  through  the  fkin. 

I  attended  him  as  foon  as  he  re¬ 
turned  home,  and  upon  attempting  to  rife 
from  his  feat  when  I  entered  the  room* 
the  fkin  broke  and  difcharged  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  a  brown  lymphatic  fluid.  As  the 
matter  had  made  its  own  way  out,  he 
would  not  fufter  me  to  make  an  opening 
at  the  bottom,  either  by  incifion  or  cauf- 
tic,  as  I  propofed  and  urged,  nor  yet  to 
remove  the  thin  teguments  at  the  navel  by 
knife  or  fciflars,  to  procure  a  freer  Exit 
to  the  matter  ;  but  through  much  perfua- 
fion  he  did  allow  me  to  touch  thofe  parts, 
with  a  piece  of  Caujl.  commun.  jort .  I 
found  the  aperture  plugg’d  up  the  next 
day  with  a  ftiff  gelatinous  fubftance,  which 
I  extrafted,  and,  after  pufhing  back  the 
Cy(i ,  at  ieaft  three  pints  of  the  fame  kind 
of  fluid  iifued  out ;  the  clrefling  was  after 
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the  tifual  manner,  and  when  the  Efchar 
fell  off,  I  touched  the  parts  again  with  the 
Caufiic ,  as  much  as  an  ungovernable  pa¬ 
tient  would  permit,  aiming  to  open,  by 
this  means,  an  ample  paflage  for  the  Cyjl , 

Thus  1  proceeded,  and  on  November 
the  3d,  when  I  took  off  the  dreffings,  I 
found  the  Cyjl,  like  an  inflated  inteftine, 
ftrangled  in  the  opening,  ftill  too  narrow 
to  admit  of  an  eafy  extraction,  yet  he 
would  not  give  me  leave  to  enlarge  it  by 
incifion,  but,  with  great  care  and  trouble, 
I  extracted  it  whole,  which  wras  very  pu¬ 
trid,  and  had  an  exceflively  offenfive,  ca¬ 
daverous  fmell:  a  few  days  after  I  extrac¬ 
ted  another  intire  Cyjl  of  a  fmaller  fize. 

• 

There  was  now  an  immoderate  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  fetid  matter,  highly  acrimo¬ 
nious  and  excoriating,  which  turned  filver 
in  a  minute’s  time  like  copper ;  the  patient 
had  a  cough,  was  heftical,  and  daily  loft 
flefh  and  ftrength,  yet,  as  the  Cyjls  were 
come  away,  he  thought  he  fhould  foon  be 
cured, -and  all  the  arguments  I  could  ufe 
were  not  prevalent  enough  to  convince  him 
how  much  ftill  depended  upon  making  an 

open- 
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opening  at  the  bottom  of  the  Sinus ,  which 
was  very  capacious.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances  I  was  greatly  embarraffed,  and 
dreading  the  worft  confequences  would  at¬ 
tend  the  conftant  abforption  of  putrid 
matter  into  the  blood,  I  infilled  upon  a 
confultation,  in  hopes  that  the  refult  of  it 
would  influence  him  to  fubmit  to  what 
appeared  to  me  abfolutely  necefiary  to  be 
fpeedily  done. 

A  very  eminent  Phyfician  and  Sur¬ 
geon  were  confulted ;  after  examining  the 
part  and  confidering  the  condition  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  in,  they  both  peremptorily  told 
him,  he  muft  fubmit  to  a  depending  open¬ 
ing  being  made,  as  I  had  propofed,  if  he 
would  give  himfelf  a  chance  for  his  life. 
The  thicknefs  of  the  parts,  I  believe,  was 
about  two  inches,  through  which  an  open¬ 
ing  was  agreed  upon  to  be  made  by  a  Cauf- 
tic:  I  forefaw  the  difficulty  that  w7ould  at¬ 
tend  effecting  it  by  the  common  manner 
of  applying  the  Caujlic,  therefore  after 
rnoiftening  the  fkin  with  a  few  drops  of 
warm  water,  I  began  by  rubbing  it  gent¬ 
ly  with  a  piece  of  pipe-form  Caufl.  commun . 
fort .  having  thus  mortified  the  fkin  and  ! 

Mem- 
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Membrana  adipofa,  I  divided  the  Efcbar  with 
a  lancet  immediately,  laying  the  mulcle  in 
view,  and  thrufting  the  point  of  the  lan¬ 
cet  a  little  way  into  it  5  I  then  took  a 
pointed  piece  of  the  Cauflic ,  and  by  turn¬ 
ing  and  pufhing  it  with  a  moderate  force, 
wrought  into  the  bottom  of  the  Sinus  as 
the  probe  directed  me,  in  lefs  than  half 
an  hour ;  through  this  opening  I  drew  a 
feton  dipped  into  Bellojle  s  compound  Sama¬ 
ritan  Balfam ,  and  toon  gained  a  free  dift 
charge  of  the  matter  at  this  depending 
part,  immediately  above  the  ring  of  the 
mufcles  on  the  right  fide. 

Within  a  week  or  ten  days  there 
was  a  vifible  amendment  in  his  health, 
and  the  matter  grew  better  conditioned. 
When  the  Efchar  was  digefted  off  I  dif- 
continued  the  feton,  introduced  a  leaden 
Canula ,  through  which  the  matter  pafled 
uninterrupted,  and  ordered  a  flannel  body- 
piece  fliould  be  laced  on,  with  an  eafy 
comprefs  ftitched  to  it,  to  reft  upon  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  Sinus.  When  the 
matter  appeared  well  conditioned,  and  in 
a  fmall  quantity,  I  left  out  the  Canula  and 
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drefled  fuperficially,  only  with  dry  lint  and 
a  common  plafter. 

By  this  treatment,  with  a  few  medi- 
cines,  and  drinking  afs’s  milk,  he  was  per¬ 
fectly  cured  in  about  four  months.  He 
lived  many  years  after,  and  often  told  me 
that  he  enjoyed  as  good  health  as  in  the 
former  part  of  his  life,  without  finding 
any  confiderable  diminution  of  his  ftrength ; 
but  died  at  laid  in  confequence  of  a  mad 
frolick. 

From  what  I  have  obferved,  in  a  variety  of  inftances, 
I  have  reafon  to  believe  the  application  of  the  Cauft . 
cotnmun.  fort .  in  this  manner,  will  be  found  moft  eli* 
gible,  as  it  afts  much  quicker,  and  the  Efcbar  can  be 
made  of  the  very  dimenfions  we  chufe. 


A  Pro- 
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A  Prolapfus  Am 3  &c. 

IN  the  year  1749,  I  was  confulted  111 
this  eafe  by  a  gentleman’s  wife,  in 
whom  the  parts  which  fufpend  the  Anus 
had  been  fo  relaxed  for  a  long  time,  that 
flie  was  not  able  to  walk  acrofs  the  room 
without  its  prolapfing :  I  thought  of  the 
machine  reprefented  in  pi.  4.  which  im¬ 
mediately  anfwered  the  intention  fo  well, 
as  to  enable  her  to  follow  her  family  af¬ 
fairs  >  it  was  not  long  before  file  could 
walk  fome  miles,  and  ride  on  horfeback 
with  it,  without  any  conliderable  incon¬ 
venience. 

She  had  been  grievoufly  affii£led  with 
the  bleeding  piles  almoft  all  her  life,  at 
length,  from  one  of  them,  which  was  ve¬ 
ry  large,  an  haemorrhage  enfued,  and 
brought  her  into  imminent  danger :  upon 
tins  occafion  I  was  confulted  in  1751,  and 
was  of  opinion  with  her  Phyfician  and 
Surgeon,  that  nothing  could  be  done  with 
a  profpeft  of  relief,  without  taking  it  off; 
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the  operation  was  forthwith  performed* 
which  in  all  probability  faved  her  life,  as 
her  folids  were  greatly  relaxed,  and  her 
blood  extremely  impoverifhed  by  the  long 
continuance  of  the  bleeding. 

She  was  in  general  very  coftive,  and 
whatever  medicines  were  prefcribed  to  re¬ 
medy  that  inconvenience  foon  loft  their 
effeft:  Sea-wafer  was  at  laft  tried,  which 
agreed  with  her;  it  anfwered  the  intention 
perfectly  well,  and  does  fo  to  this  day,  in 
the  fame  fmall  quantity  as  at  firft.  Though 
!he  has  now  drank  it  more  than  feven 
years. 

A  s  foon  as  fhe  could  bear  the  ma¬ 
chine  or  trufs  fhe  wore  it  again,  -and  can¬ 
not  now  go  without  it :  fhe  is  not  the  on¬ 
ly  perfon  who  has  found  relief  by  the  fame 
means. 

She  wears  the  bow  upon  the  upper 
part  of  her  hips,  the  flat  upright  part  un¬ 
der  her  ftays  up  the  fpine,  and  fixes  the 
band  at  the  bottom  of  the  Abdomen  :  in 
this  manner  fhe  finds  that  it  keeps  well 
fixed  upon  the  part,  and  that  upon  any 

occa- 


% 


*  # 


4m  oi  fc41fi  ibw  Dfii  won  :nin%B 

: 


ai  .asli  nom(K 


/  V  **n'  •  ;* 

sto&m  ta* 


/  7 


f*  rfij 


. 


n  .•;•■■=  i  ■  *  .. 

'  ■ : 

'  - 


r 


.  ji  ;v' 


*  ■  ■ 


■ 


■  isq  ■  • 

•  ■'  >  ;  b  .  .  .  .  , 

\iol-ir: :}  „• 

ji 

>:'0C  ■"  Si  p 

s  l  o  v  ■■  'l;  .  .  • 

i  -  **  - 

. 

••  ; 

V?  VU  .  .:/  .  .  - 

■  ;u  t)i Ijtj  „ci  i..r 

vjs  i.-  *w  i. 

;-r»  .:  *-•"•"  -i  .  ~ 

i.  _ 

■ 

•  ;  IK ^ 

V-  '  - 

. 

o 

in  SURGERY. 


5? 

•w'  O 


occafion  file  can  eafily  flip  it  afide,  and  ad- 
juft  it  again,  now  fhe  is  well  ufed  to  the 
management  of  it.  The  dimenfions  of 
it  for  her,  who  is  of  a  common  fize,  are 
j  5  inches  long,  properly  turned,  and  made 
rounding  where  it  paffes  between  the  hips; 
the  flat  part  of  it,  made  a  little  tapering, 
is  about  two  inches  broad  at  the  top;  the 
pad  is  of  an  oval  form,  about  an  inch 
broad,  well  fluffed  and  prominent  in  the 
middle  ;  the  bow  is  1 8  inches  long  and  one 
broad,  thin  and  very  elaftic  and  fo  curved 
as  to  fit  eafy  upon  the  parts  ;  the  band  is 
2o  inches  long;  the  whole  is  covered  with 
foft  oiled  leather,  and  fluffed  where  necef- 
fary  for  the  patient’s  eafe. 


Additions  or  alterations  in  this  machine  may  be  made 
occafionally,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Surgeon  ;  per¬ 
haps  another  bow  to  pafs  over  the  loins  ;  a  fufpenfory 
from  the  fhoulders ;  or  a  ftrap  between  the  thighs 
coming  from  the  wafte-band  and  hanging  unto  a  hook 
upon  the  pad,  &c.  may  be  found  neceflary  to  fix  it 
fieadily  and  well  in  fome  cafes.  Great  care  is  required 
in  taking  the  meafure,  that  it  may  be  exactly  adapted 
to  the  parts,  and  have  an  eafy  and  regular  bearing  every 
where  :  the  befl  way  of  meafuring  for  this,  as  well  as 
for  common  trulles,  is  with  a  wire,  which  can  be  turn¬ 
ed  every  way,  and  will  Hand  to  the  form  of  the  parts. 
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A  fingular  cafe  of  the  ftone. 

*V  of  P.  aged  48,  had  been  fubjet 
J 0  to  the  ftone  from  his  infancy  was 
fearched  and  ftiould  have  been  cut  at  eight 
years  of  age  :  his  conftitution  was  natu¬ 
rally  robuft,  but  he  had  much  impaired  it 
by  drinking,  and  living  a  very  intempe¬ 
rate  life* 

The  operation  was  performed  on  June 
the  8th  1746,  by  Mr.  Harmer ,  late  of  Nor» 
*wich ,  an  experienced  Lithotomifl>  after  Ma~ 
rianuss  method.  It  was  found  impracti¬ 
cable  to  extract  the  ftone  through  a  wound 
of  the  common  fxze,  which  he  had  made, 
or  break  it  by  the  force  of  the  Forceps , 
therefore,  at  his  delire.  I  divided  the  parts 
occalionally  as  he  gently  extrated  it. 

/ 

There  was  no  reafon  to  expect  the 
wound  would  ever  be  perfectly  healed  after 
the  extraction  of  a  ftone  of  that  fize,  but 
he  had  no  fymptoms  that  threatened  his 
life  in  confeq uence  of  the  operation :  he 
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lived  until  April  175 1,  walking  abroad  un¬ 
til  within  a  few  days  of  his  death. 

The  ftone  is  reprefented  in  pi.  5.  fig.  1. 
it  weighed  near  fifteen  ounces,  and,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  is  the  largeft  we  have  upon  record, 
taken  from  a  living  fubjeft.  It  was  of  a 
hard  texture,  and  had  a  fubftance  like  Spar, 
to  a  confiderable  thicknefs,  upon  many 
parts  of  its  furface. 


The  Gorget ,  as  improved  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Hawkins , 
obviates  an  accident  which  may  happen  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  when  performed  by  the  mod:  fkilful  artid,  but  the 
cutting  edge  of  it,  for  a  very  obvious  reafon,  I  think, 
fhould  not  extend  above  one  third  of  its  length ;  and 
it  fhould  have  a  frnall  fhoulder  that  it  may  enter  with 
the  greater  facility.  I  have  ufed  it  three  times  without 
any  apparent  inconvenience  either  in  the  operation  or 
after  it. 

The  fird,  was  in  a  child  of  eight  years  old,  who  had 
a  bad  conditution,  yet  the  wound  was  perfectly  healed 
in  nineteen  days. 

The  fecond,  was  in  one  of  eleven,  who  had  a  foft 
done  of  three  ounces  weight,  the  external  Lamina  of 
which  cracked  in  the  Forceps ,  in  many  places,  yet  it 
was  extrafled  without  any  of  the  pieces  feparating : 
two  days  after  the  operation  he  was  fenfible  of  an  oc~ 
cafion  to  make  urine,  which  he  voided  through  the 
Penis  with  a  pretty,  full  and  drong  dream  ;  very  little 
paffed  through  the  wound  after  that  time,  which  was 
Speedily  healed. 

The  third,  was  in  a  fubjcft  of  between  eleven  and 
twelve  years  of  age,  in  which  it  appeared  of  very  fig- 
nal  fervice  to  many  able  Surgeons  prefent  at  the  ope- 
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ration.  This  patient  had  fymptoms  of  the  hone  foo^ 
after  he  was  born  ;  for  many  years  the  hone  had  con- 
ffantly  lain  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  where  it  had 
caufed  an  uncommon  thicknefs  and  hardnefs  of  the 
parts,  as  far  as  we  could  feel  with  our  fingers  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  Anus,  and  produced  an  ulcer,  which 
daily  difeharged  much  matter  through  the  Penis:  the 
Prepuce  was  fo  contracted  at  the  end  that  it  would  not 
admit  the  fmalleh  found  ;  the  matter,  mixed  with  the 
urine,  was  continually  flopping  between  the  Gians  Pe¬ 
nis  and  the  Prepuce ,  which  excoriating  and  ulcerating 
thefe  parts,  made  circumcifion  neceffary  before  the  ope¬ 
ration  for  the  hone;  befides  thefe  unfavourable  cir- 
cumhances,  he  had  a  Procidentia  Ani  to  a  great  degree 
always  upon  going  to  hool,  and  often  at  other  times. 
From  the  condition  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and 
the  hone  being  long  bedded  and  firmly  fixed  there,  X 
found  great  difficulty  to  introduce  the  Gorget  notwith¬ 
standing  its  cutting.  The  hone  broke,  into  many  frag¬ 
ments,  being  foft  like  fand  and  clay  mixed  together, 
ftill  the  operation  fucceeded  happily  and  the  wound  was 
perfectly  cured,  but  with  great  trouble  and  difficulty. 
In  this  cafe  Bougies  appeared  very  ufeful  in  keeping  the 
natural  paffage  open,  by  introducing  them  now  and 
then,  during  the  pure. 
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A  eale  in  which  fixteen  ftones  were 
extracted  out  of  the  Urethra  and 
Bladder.  They  are  reprefented  in 
Plate  5.  Fig.  2. 


HE  perfon  from  whom  thefe  ftones 


-A  were  taken  was  cut  at  four  years  of 
age,  by  Mr.  Donne  of  Dearham ,  an  ex¬ 
pert  Lithotomijl ,  as  well  as  a  very  able  Sur¬ 
geon  ;  when  the  wound  was  almoft  cica¬ 
trized,  the  urine  not  having  pafs’d  through 
it  for  near  a  week,  as  he  was  tumbling 
Upon  the  bed,  he  fell  aftride  upon  the 
frame  of  the  bedftead,  by  which  accident 
the  wound  was  broke  open,  the  adjacent 
parts  were  violently  contufed,  and  the 
wound  could  never  be  perfedlly  healed  af¬ 
terwards. 

Ten  years  after  this  he  was  again 
brought  under  Mr.  Donne1  s  care,  and, 
upon  ftri£t  examination,  he  difcovered  an 
hard  body  in  the  courfe  of  the  Urethra 
from  the  Scrotiim  into  the  Bladder.  Thele 
ftones  were  ealily  extracted  through  a 


wound 
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wound  of  two  or  three  inches  long  3  all 
of  them  were  contiguous*  and  bedded  the 
one  into  the  other;  that  which  appears  of 
an  irregular  oval  figure  at  one  end  was 
loft  in  the  Scrotum ;  the  two  at  the  other 
end,  which  were  all  that  were  found  in 
the  Bladder,  much  refembled  the  ball  and 
focket  of  a  bone,  and  at  firft  fight  feemed 
more  of  the  texture  of  a  bone  than  a 
ftone;  all  the  other  were  like  alabafter  in 
color,  and  of  as  fine  or  rather  a  finer 
polifh.  Various  attempts  were  made  to 
cure  the  wound  but  all  in  vain:  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  now  a  ftout  ftrong  man  aged  24, 
and  does  not  want  health  in  any  other 
refpect. 

I  had  the  above  narration,  as  well  as 
the  opportunity  of  examining  the  patient, 
when  1  was  with  Mr.  Donne  in  November 
1755,  on  account  of  his  cutting  a  young 
gentleman  for  the  ftone,  in  whole  cafe  and 
in  the  operation,  there  was  likewife  fome 
remarkable  circumftances.  It  was  ob- 
ferved  that  he  ufed  frequently  to  be  feized 
with  a  fpafmodic  contraction  in  his  blad¬ 
der,  and  that  his  urine  always  ran  from 
him  then  involuntarily.  As  foon  as  the 

incifion 
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incifion  was  made  into  the  ftaff,  the  fpafm 
forced  out  the  urine,  before  the  opera¬ 
tor  could  introduce  the  gorget  into  the 
bladder,  and  upon  introducing  the  Forceps 
he  could  not  find  the  ftone ;  after  fearch- 
ing  fome  time  he  withdrew  them,  felt 
with  his  finger  and  defired  me  and  ano¬ 
ther  Surgeon  to  do  fo ;  we  could  not  feel 
any,  but  all  of  us  were  fenfible  of  an  un- 
ufual  ftridture,  at  the  extremity  of  our 
fingers  5  after  a  little  farther  fearch  in  the 
common  pofture  that  he  was  in,  we  re¬ 
moved  the  ligatures,  placed  him  in  an  up¬ 
right  fitting  pofture,  and  prefied  ftrongly 
upon  the  Abdomen ,  which  relaxed  the  ftric- 
ture  and  brought  the  ftone  inftantly  down 
to  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ;  then  it  was 
eafily  extracted. 

This  patient  was  much  emaciated  and 
he£f  ical,  yet  the  fymptoms  after  the  opera¬ 
tion  were  very  favorable,  and  he  foon 
Recovered  a  better  ftate  of  heath. 


A  cafe 
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A  cafe  of  the  ftone  in  a  woman,  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  uncommon  cir- 
cumftances. 

MRS.  ST.  of  A,  aged  between  forty 
and  fifty  years,  after  having  been 
feverely  affiidted  about  ten  years,  and  ufing 
various  medicines  to  no  purpofe,  had  re- 
courfe  to  Mrs.  Stephens  s  with  no  better  ef¬ 
fect,  though  the  gave  them  a  fair  trial  for 
eleven  months.  Growing  daily  worfe  fhe 
relolved  to  fubmit  to  the  operation,  if  it 
fhould  be  thought  advisable,  her  confti- 
tution  being  much  impaired,  and  having  * 
a  conflant  difeharge  of  purulent  matter 
from  the  bladder. 

AUGUST*  the  17th,  1740,  fhe  afked 
my  advice,  and  after  well  confidering  all 
her  complaints,  I  was  of  opinion  it  was 
right  to  extract  the  ftone,  though  the 
event  of  the  operation  could  not  but  be 
looked  upon  as  very  precarious;  for  by 
paffing  my  finger  up  the  Vagina  Uteri ,  I 
could  plainly  difeover  it  was  a  large  one, 

the 


in  SURGERY. 


6t 


the  friction  of  which  had  caufed  an  in¬ 
flammation  and  ulceration  in  the  bladder* 

After  putting  her  in  the  pofture  for 
the  operation,  I  intended  to  have  proceeded 
according  to  the  ufual  manner,  by  dilating 
the  Urethra ,  and  making  an  incifion  as 
:  fhould  be  found  neceflary  to  facilitate  the 
i  extraction  of  the  ftone,  but  finding,  with 
\  my  finger,  that  it  lay  very  favorably  to 
I  be  cut  upon  through  the  Vagina  Uteri , 
i  now  considerably  dilated,  I  altered  my 
I  original  defign,  and,  with  the  approba- 
j  tion  of  two  experienced  practitioners,  cut 
f|  upon  it,  and  extracted  it  with  very  little 
|  pain  to  the  patient,  or  trouble  to  myfelf, 
j  in  comparifon  to  what  a  ftone  of  between 
.1  three  and  four  ounces  weight  muft  una- 
H  voidably  have  occafioned,  by  performing 
t\  the  operation  after  the  common  method. 

The  fymptoms  after  the  operation 
;ij  were  the  moft  gentle;  the  ulceration  of 
the  bladder  foon  healed,  by  foft,  balfamic 
il  injections,  and  (he  was  perfectly  cured  in 
f|!  three  weeks,  without  any  defect  of  the 
jl|  retentive  faculty  remaining. 

1 
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A  cafe  of  a  complete  Hernia  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  mortification  in  an  aged 
woman,  perfectly  cured. 

/ 

TH  E  wife  of  R.  R.  of  B.  aged  about 
fixty  years,  naturally  of  a  good, 
ftrong  conftitution,  had  a  defcent  of  the 
inteftine,  &c.  December  the  20th,  1 752, 
to  which  fhe  had  been  fubjeft  many  years, 
without  ever  wearing  a  trufs :  the  ufual 
fymptoms  attending  a  ftrangulation  of  the 
inteftine  foon  followed  5  an  Apothecary  was 
immediately  fent  for,  who  took  her  com¬ 
plaint  for  the  colic  and  treated  it  accord¬ 
ingly  three  or  four  days ;  the  fymptoms 
growing  daily  worfe,  and  fhe  often  vomit- 
ting  excrementitious  matter,  he  then  look¬ 
ed  upon  it  as  the  iliac  paffion,  and  had 
recourfe  to  tobacco  clyfters,  and  then  to 
Argent. viv.  giving  her,  as  he  told  me,  lb,  1  ft. 

Ox  the  29th  I  was  called  to  her,  and 
found  the  teguments  much  inflamed  and 
veficated,  with  livid  fpots  here  and  there 
interfperfed ;  and  the  tumor  having  loft 

its 
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its  renitence,  I  did  not  doubt  of  the  in- 
teftine,  &c,  being  in  a  mortified  ftate: 
the  Abdomen  was  greatly  inflated,  tenfe  and 
painful^  fhe  frequently  vomited  excre¬ 
ments,  could  bear  nothing  in  her  ftomach, 
had  the  hiccup  and  a  weak,  quick  and  in¬ 
termitting  pulfe. 

Under  thefe  moil:  miferable  circum- 
ftances,  her  relations  and  friends  were 
come  to  take  their  lafl:  leave  of  her  *,  in¬ 
deed  I  thought  death  would  have  put  an 
end  to  her  milery  in  a  few  hours;  all  that 
appeared  to  me  rational  now  to  propofe 
and  attempt  for  the  prefervation  of  her 
life  was,  to  open  the  part  fufliciently,  in. 
order  to  remove  the  ftrangulation  of  the 
inteftine,  and  evacuate  the  Faces ,  though 
I  muft  confefs  I  could  not  expect  the 
cafe  would  have  ended  more  favorably, 
than  by  leaving  an  artificial  Anus  in  the 
Inguen . 


This  propofition  being  approved  by 
j  the  patient  and  all  perfons  concerned,  I 
•  forthwith  made  an  opening  of  between 
tj  two  and  three  inches  long,  through  which 
||l|  there  was  an  immediate  difcharge  of  ma- 
x  ny 
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iiy  pints  of  black*  fluid,  fermenting  t'i* 
crements,  like  what  thofe  who  attended  her 
obferved  fhe  had  vomited  many  days:  upon 
this  difcharge  the  inflation  of  the  Abdomen 
fubfided,  and  fhe  found  inffcant  relief.  I 
fomented  the  parts  with  a  common  anti- 
feptic  Fotus>  dreffed  them  with  a  warm  di- 
geftive,  applying  a  warm  cataplafm  to 
them  and  all  the  Abdomen *  It  appeared  to 
me  advifeable,  on  account  of  the  faecal  dif¬ 
charge,  that  file  fhould  be  dreffed  every  fix 
hours  :  I  direfted  the  application  of  blad¬ 
ders  of  hot  water  to  prefer ve  a  due  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  from  dreffing  to  dreffing.  I 
did  not  forget  to  advife  the  difcretionary 
life  of  cordials,  laxatives  and  clyfters  $  and 
that  file  fliould,  for  fome  time,  be  nou~ 
riflied  only  with  liquid  diet,  taken  in  fin  all 
quantities  and  often. 

After  having  agreed  with  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  upon  the  method  for  him  to  pur- 
fue,  I  left  her  to  his  care,  urging  at  the 
fame  time  his  affiduous  attendance,  as  the 
event  of  the  rnoft  dangerous  cafes  often 
exceeds  our  expectations,  defiring  he  would 
fuffer  nature  to  caff  off  the  mortified 
doughs,  without  ufmg  any  violence  to  re- 
8  move 


in  SURGERY. 


65 

move  them.  The  next  day  he  informed 
me  the  fymptoms  were  favorable,  that 
her  diet  did  not  offend  her  ftomach,  and 
that  file  had  not  vomited  fince  the  open* 
ing. 

Two  days  after,  I  was  defired  to  vifit 
her  again  3  I  found  her  then  fitting  up  in 
her  chair,  with  a  quick,  ftrong  pulfe,  and 
great  flufhing  in  her  face  :  upon  examin¬ 
ing  into  the  caufe  of  thefe  appearances,  I 
difcovered  they  arofe  from  tr&nfgreffing 
the  rules  prefcribed  in  regard  to  diet  3  for 
notwithftanding  the  ftricleft  injunctions 
were  laid  upoil  her  and  the  nurfe  in  that 
point,  yet  this  day  for  dinner,  fhe  indulged 
her  defire  and  craving  appetite,  with  roaft- 
ed  chicken  and  ftrong  beer,  eating  and 
drinking  very  plentifully.  This  tranfgref- 
fion  was  very  near  fubverting  the  fair  hopes 
we  began  to  have  of  her  recovery  3  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  ill  confequences  of  it  as  much  as 
poflible,  we  had  immediate  recourfe  to 
bleeding,  repeating  it  thrice  in  24  hours, 
with  other  meafures,  to  check  the  rifing  fe¬ 
ver  and  guard  againft  an  inflammation 
again  feizing  the  weak  and  tender  intef- 
tines  3  but  it  was  many  days  before  the 

F  danger 
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danger  was  over,  which  fhe  was  evidently 
thrown  into  by  this  indifcretion. 

The  Faces  began  to  be  evacuated  by 
the  Anus  on  the  third  day  after  the  open¬ 
ing,  and  they  palled  freely  both  ways  until 
the  beginning  of  March  $  the  difcharge  of 
them  gradually  leffened  at  the  wound  as  it 
contracted,  which  was  perfectly  healed, 
by  the  common  treatment,  foon  after  that 
time. 


On  February  the  4th  I  firft  obferved 
fome  of  the  Argent .  viv,  in  the  wound, 
which  fhe  had  taken  on  December  the  24th, 
and  which  paffed  by  that  as  well  as  by  the 
Anus  until  the  wound  was  perfectly  heal¬ 
ed  ;  for  many  months  afterwards,  fhe 
law  fome,  now  and  then,  divided  into  an 
infinite  number  of  globules,  which  had 
loft  their  brightnefs,  looking  like  lead  long 
expofed  to  the  air 3  and  fhe  generally  was 
fenfible  of  griping  pains  preceding  the  ftools  . 
wherein  fhe  obferved  it. 

She  enjoys  as  good  health  as  in  the 
former  part  of  her  life,  and  is  entirely  free 

from. 
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from  the  inconvenience  fhe  had  many  years 
before  laboured  under. 

The  happy  event  of  this  threatening 
cafe  may  teach  and  encourage  us,  never  to 
leave  our  patients  in  the  utmoft  apparent 
danger  and  diftrefs,  without  endeavouring 
to  alfift  nature  by  all  the  prudent  and  ra¬ 
tional  meafures  we  can  think  of. 


Fa 
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A  remarkable  fcrotal  Hernia  in  an 
infant  about  ten  weeks  old. 


November  the  3d,  1755. 


M  R.  Chaplin  an  ingenious  man,  now 
¥  .A  in  the  Navy,  defired  me  to  vifitthis 
child  with  him. 


H  e  was  taken  one  evening  with  a  fit 
of  crying  and  {training  to  vomit,  which 
continued  with  fliort  intervals  all  night  5  in 
the  morning  the  mother,  who  was  a  poor 
ignorant  woman,  perceiving  a  fweliing 
from  the  Inguen  down  to  the  Scrotum,  fent 
for  an  old  woman,  no  wifer  than  herfelf, 
to  advife  with  ;  they  paid  little  regard  to 
the  prolapled  inteftine,  but  rolled  up  the 
Abdomen  tight,  after  their  ufual  manner, 
which  bandage  obftrudted  the  return  of 
it,  and  produced  the  following  terrible 
fyirsptoms. 

T  wo  days  after  the  child  firffc  com¬ 
plained  he  voided  a  bloody  matter  by  the 
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Amis,  which  difcharge,  mix’d  with  a  fmall 
quantity  of  Faces ,  continued  eight  or  nine 
days ;  then  Mr.  Chaplin  was  firft  called  to 
him,  and  he  found  the  Scrotum  vaftly 
fwelled,  tenfe  and  inflamed  with  the  whole 
Abdomen  much  inflated:  he  ordered  emol¬ 
lient  and  difcutient  fomentations,  cata- 
plafms,  &c.  with  a  proper  bandage,  which 
treatment  mitigated  the  fymptoms,  though 
the  child  ftill  vomited  as  foon  as  he  had 
fucked,  as  he  had  all  along  done. 


About  a  week  after  the  Scrotum  bur  A; 
j  open,  and  the  mortified  inteftine  dif- 
3  charged  the  Faces  through  two  orifices, 
3  each  of  about  half  an  inch  diameter,  the 
I  one  at  the  fuperior  and  the  other  towards 
1  the  inferior  part,  near  two  inches  afun- 
:  der,  which  were  drefled  fuperficially  with 
i  digeftive  and  plafters  of  Cerat .  album :  the 
I  firft  time  I  faw  the  child  was  a  few  days 
:  after  the  opening  of  the  Scrotum . 


The  difcharge  at  the  Scrotum  inftantly 
removed  the  inflation  of  the  Abdomen  and 
!j  the  vomiting;  but  for  a  week  after,  no 
j  Faces  paffed  by  the  Anus ;  then  the  pre¬ 
ternatural  evacuation  of  them  decreafed. 


as 
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as  they  gradually  refumed  their  natural 
courfe :  the  openings  of  the  Scrotum  heal¬ 
ed  up  in  about  three  weeks,  but  the  in¬ 
ferior  one  broke  open  again,  difcharged 
Faces  three  or  four  days,  and  finally  clo- 
fed :  the  inteftine  pafied  and  repaffed  foon 
after,  according  to  the  pofition  of  the  bo¬ 
dy,  and  the  child  was  afterwards  cured  by 
a  common  trufs. 


A  fcro- 
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A  fcrotal  Hernia  inteJlinaJis  in  which 
the  operation  was  performed  five 
days  after  the  ftrangulation. 

I)  D.  a  farmer's  fervant,  aged  twenty 
^  #  one,  had  been  afflicted  with  an  Her¬ 
nia  from  his  infancy,  without  any  means 
having  been  ufed  to  cure  it. 

On  (Tuefday  morning,  July  the  4th  1754, 
the  inteftine  fell  down  as  he  was  at  work 
in  the  field,  where  he  attempted  for  ma¬ 
ny  hours  to  relieve  himfelf  as  he  ufed  to 
do,  but  all  in  vain.;  then  lie  returned 
home,  Hill  concealing  his  difeafe,  as  he 
had  induftrioufly  done  all  his  life ;  it  was 
fome  days  before  he  difcovered  what  he 
ailed,  and  then  all  attempts  to  reduce  the 
prolapfed  inteftine  proved  ineffectual. 


Late  on  the  Saturday  evening  he  was 
committed  to  my  care ;  my  endeavors  to 
reduce  the  inteftine  being  attended  with 
no  better  fuccefs,  I  propofed  the  operation 
to  him  as  the  only  means  of  faving  his 

F  4  life, 
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life,  and,  he  readily  contenting,  I  per¬ 
formed  it  early  the  next  morning.  The 
inteftine  was  not  mortified,  though  in¬ 
deed  it  was  much  inflamed,  yet  the  ope¬ 
ration  fbcceeded,  and  he  was  perfectly 
cured  in  five  weeks.  From  this  cafe  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  tfie  in¬ 
teftine  may  be  longer  itrangulated  with¬ 
out  being  mortified  than  is  generally  be¬ 
lieved. 

Repeated,  bleeding,  clyfters,  laxa¬ 
tives  and  nitrous  medicines,  with  a  thin 
cooling  diet,  taken  frequently  in  a  fmall 
quantity  at  a  time,  to  avoid  a  diftention 
of  the  tender  inteftines,  greatly  contribut¬ 
ed  to  remove  the  inflammation  which  was 
upon  the  parts  before  the  operation,  and 
to  prevent  accidents  in  cpnfequence  of  it, 

T  h  i  s  patient  was  near  lofing  his  life 
ten  days  after  the  operation,  by  the  in-* 
difcretion  and  difobedience  of  the  nurfe, 
in  allowing  him  fuch  diet  as  1  had  abfo- 
lately  forbidden,  and  omitting  what  I 
thought  of  the  utmoft  importance  for  her 
to  obferve, 

As 
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As  diet,  with  the  manner  of  giving  it, 
is  fo  effentially  neceflary  in  the  cure  of  dif- 
eafes,  we  cannot  be  too  watchful,  in  feeing 
that  our  patients  are  ftrittiy  conforma¬ 
ble  in  this  refpeCt;  and  that  the  nurfe  does 
her  duty  in  following  directions,  more 
efpeciaily  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  wherein 
the  lead  error  or  omiffion  may  prove  irre¬ 
trievable,  and  of  fatal  confequence. 

\ 


&cafq 


V 


CASES  and  REMARKS 

/  a 


A  cafe  of  a  nmilar  nature  to  the  laft* 
in  which  the  operation  was  omit¬ 
ted,  . 

AN  able  Surgeon  of  my  acquaintance 
was  called  to  a  vigorous  young  man, 
two  days  after  his  having  a  defcent  of  the 
inteftine;  and  in  that  condition  he  receiv¬ 
ed  a  contufion  upon  the  teguments  of  the 
Scrotum ,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe. 

After  various  attempts  to  reduce  the 
inteftine  he  propofed  the  operation,  and 
many  of  the  faculty  were  affembied ;  the 
majority  oppofed  it,  other  methods  were 
tried,  which  proved  fruitlefs,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  died  eight  days  after. 

I  happened  then  to  be  at  the  Sur¬ 
geon’s  houfe  5  he  told  me,  with  much  con¬ 
cern,  how  he  had  been  over-ruled,  and 
that  he  thought  a  fair  opportunity  had 
been  loft  of  faving  the  patient’s  life : 
whi  1ft  he  was  giving  me  this  relation, 
news  was  brought  of  the  patient’s  death, 

he 
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he  defired  me  then  to  go  with  him,  and 
examine  the  flate  of  the  parts  5  we  found 
no  mortification  upon  the  inteftine,  which 
was  fallen  down  without  the  Omentum . 

What  probably  mifled  the  Gentlemen 
in  the  confultation  was,  the  difcoloration 
of  the  teguments  of  the  Scrotum ,  arifing 

from  the  contufion  received  by  the  fall. 

» 

The  treatifes  wrote  by  Mr.  Pot  and  Monfr.  Arnaud 
upon  Ruptures ,  attentively  read  and  confidered,  will 
be  found  good  guides  to  direfl  our  practice  in  this 
important  part  of  Surgery ;  and  there  are  feveral  re¬ 
markable  cafes  upon  this  fubjett,  which  may  occalio- 
nally  be  confulted  in  the  Mem ,  de  l' Acad*  Roy .  de  Cki - 
rurgie . 


An 
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An  Hydrocele  of  the  ! Tunica  vagina - 
Us  taken  for  a  fcirrhous  Tefticle. 

i 

AN  elderly  Gentleman  confulted  me 
many  years  ago  in  this  cafe,  which 
had  long  been  treated  with  mercurials 
both  internally  and  externally,  a  me¬ 
thod  not  likely  to  fucceed  had  it  been  what 
it  was  fuppofed  to  be,  but  it  appeared  to 
me  indifputably  an  Hydrocele . 

The  Gentlemen  concerned  not  agree¬ 
ing  with  me  in  opinion  about  the  nature 
of  it,  no  alteration  was  made  in  the  treat¬ 
ment;  feme  months  after,  when  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  conftitution  was  much  more  injured 
by  it,  and  the  tumor  greatly  increafed, 

I  was  again  confulted,  and  declared,  that 
fo  far  from  feeing  the  leaft  reafon  to  de¬ 
part  from  my  former  opinion,  I  was  now 
more  confirmed  in  it :  the  patient  then  * 
fubmitted  to  a  pundture  being  made  with 
a  lancet,  by  his  Surgeon  in  ordinary,  and 
more  than  a  quart  of  a  fluid  like  brown 
beer  was  difcharged.  He  has  fince  been 
contented  with  the  palliative  method,  and 
fias  good  health  in  all  other  refpecb* 

Th? 
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The  fufpenfion  of  every  kind  of  tu¬ 
mor  in  this  part,  with  a  bag-trufs,  is  ab- 
folutely  necefiary,  as  the  pendulous  fitua- 
tion  of  it  weakens  the  contractile  power  of 
the  veflels,  and  impedes  the  afcent  of  the 
fluids ;  and  it  feldom  fails  of  preventing, 
or  removing  the  pain  of  the  loins,  which 
is  generally  a  concomitant  of  an  enlarged 
tefticle,  from  a  ftretching  and  irritation  of 
the  fpermatics. 

In  the  early  part  of  my  practice,  I  faw  an  eminent 
Surgeon  caftrate  a  perfon  on  account  of  this  kind  of 
Hydrocele :  I  well  remember  examining  the  tefticle  af¬ 
ter  the  operation,  which  appeared  not  the  lead  affec¬ 
ted.  I  have  ftnce  been  concerned  in  two  cafes  ftmilar 
to  that  in  all  appearance,  after  the  fluid  had  been  fe- 
veral  times  evacuated,  by  tapping :  the  one  was  in  a 
perfon  of  a  ftrong  conftitution,  aged  about  ftxty,  in 
which  I  applied  a  cauftic  the  whole  length  of  the  tu¬ 
mor,  and  nothing  particular  occurred  in  the  cure  :  the 
other  was  in  a  perfon,  aged  forty  five,  of  a  lax  habit, 
where  I  fucceeded  very  well,  removing  an  oval  piece 
of  the  teguments  and  Tunica  vaginalis  by  incifion ; 
which  I  think  is  preferable  in  general  to  the  cauftic. 

In  the  fcrotal  Anafarca ,  I  have  feveral  times  made  in- 
cifion  on  each  fide  of  the  Scrotum,  with  advantage, 
without  ever  having  a  mortification  enfue,  but  there  is 
reafon  to  fear  it  from  a  languid  circulation,  and  abate¬ 
ment  of  native  heat,  in  a  part  fo  fituated,  which 
Ihould  be  well  guarded  againft  by  internals  as  well  as 
externals,  with  the  aftiftance  of  the  Phyftcian  when  it 
can  conveniently  be  had. 


An 
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An  Hydrocele  taken  for  an  inteftinal 
Hernia  and  treated  accordingly. 

Gentleman  afked  my  opinion  for 


JT\  his  child  about  three  years  old,  who 
was  fuppofed  to  have  a  Rupture:  upon 
ftri&ly  examining  the  parts  I  difcovered  a 
tumor  juft  below  the  ring  of  the  mufcles 
upon  the  fpermatic  cord,  extending  almoft 
to  the  bottom  of  the  Scrotum ,  in  which 
the  tefticle  was  included.  I  did  not  doubt 
of  its  being  an  Hydrocele ,  and  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  it  was  rendered  worfe  than  it 
would  otherwife  have  been,  by  being  treat¬ 
ed  as  a  Rupture  $  for  until  it  grew  too 
big  it  was  forced  into  the  Inguen  and  there 
confined  with  a  trufs. 

I  directed  a  fomentation  prepared 
with  difcutients  and  aftringents  to  be  ufed 
twice  a  day*  that  the  child  fhould  take 
now  and  then  a  few  grains  of  Merc,  dut¬ 
ch  with  Rhubarb,  and  wear  a  bag- trufs. 


By 
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By  this  treatment  the  tumor  was  vi- 
fibly  diminilhed  in  a  few  weeks,  but  the 
Gentleman  defiring  to  take  advice  in  Lon¬ 
don,  afked  me  to  give  him  my  opinion, 
with  the  method  I  had  taken,  in  writing; 
the  Surgeons  whom  he  there  confulted 
agreed  with  me,  and  the  child  was  cured 
in  a  few  months  without  altering  the  me¬ 
thod. 


A  cafe 
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A  cafe  of  an  Hydrocele  of  the  Tu¬ 
nica  vaginalis  on  each  fide,  attend¬ 
ed  with  fome  extraordinary  circum- 
ftances ;  in  which  caftration  was 
performed  on  one  fide,  and  the  ope¬ 
ration  for  the  radical  cure  on  the 
other  according  to  Mr.  Douglas' s 
method,  defcribed  in  his  judicious 
treatife  upon  that  fubjedl. 

TMT  -d-  of  H.  naturally  of  an  healthy, 
8  robuft  conftitution,  which  he  had 
much  impaired  by  intemperance,  efpecial- 
ly  by  drinking  fpirituous  liquors,  in  a  vio¬ 
lent  effort  to  raife  an  heavy  weight,  was 
fenfible  of  a  cracking  in  his  loins  as  if 
fcmething  broke,  to  ufe  his  own  expref- 
fion;  he  was  immediately  difabled  from 
walking,  and  foon  after  cbferved  a  level¬ 
ling  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Scrotum.  After 
fome  months  he  afted  my  advice,  and  the 
cafe  appeared  to  me  a  true  Hydrocele ;  I 
opened  it,  difcharging  about  a  quart  of 

a  lim- 
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a  limpid  fluid,  and  he  foon  followed  his 
Ordinary  employment. 

*  1 

Not  long  after,  the  fame  difeafe  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  other  fide,  and  in  about 
five  or  fix  months  I  made  a  punfture 
With  a  lancet  on  each  fide,  difcharging 
from  each  about  a  pint  and  a  half  of  the 
fame  kind  of  fluid. 

In  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  years  I 
performed  the  operation  five  times  on  one 
fide,  and  four  on  the  other,  which  never 
confined  him  from  his  bufinefs  more  than 
a  day  or  two; 

About  two  months  after  the  laft 
punftures  were  made,  when  the  parts 
were  confiderably  diflended  again,  with 
the  fluid,  he  received  a  fall  from  his  horfe, 
in  a  drunken  condition,  which  occafioned 
a  violent  contufion  and  Ecchymofis  upon 
the  whole  Scrotum ,  attended'  with  great 
tenfion  and  moft  exquifite  pain  of  the  Ab- 
dome n:  thefe  fymptoms  were  very  threat¬ 
ening,  and  his  life  feemed  to  be  in  im¬ 
minent  danger;  but  bleedings,  lenient  pm> 
gatives,  and  the  general  antiphlogiftic  me- 

G  thod 
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thod  relieved  him  5  ftill  there  was  great 
reafon  to  fear  from  the  remaining  com¬ 
plaints  and  appearances,  that  the  inter¬ 
nal  parts  had  greatly  buffered. 

When  the  parts  were  filled  again  ..I 
made  pundtures  as  ufual ;  on  the  fide 
where  I  performed  the  operation  firft,  the 
lymphatic  fluid  was  mixed  with  blood,  but 
on  the  other  fide  it  appeared  as  before. 
From  what  1  now  obferved  I  thought  there 
was  good  reafon  to  propofe  the  method 
for  the  radical  cure,  which  was  attempted 
with  the  approbation  of  feveral  able  Sur¬ 
geons,  on  Aitgufi  the  24th,  1756. 

Upon  cutting  the  fkin  and  Tunica  va¬ 
ginalis  I  found  the  latter  grown  almofir 
cartilaginous,  and  near  half  an  inch  thick; 
the  tefticle  itfelf  appearing  decayed  like 
foft  rotten  liver,  I  altered  my  original  de- 
fign,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  my 
brethren,  removed  it  as  well  as  the  Tunica 
vaginalis ,  and  took  up  the  fpermatic  arte¬ 
ry  with  the  needle  and  ligature,  without 
inclofmg  it  in  the  thickened  cord :  then  I 
cut  away  as  much  as  I  could  of  the  Tuni¬ 
ca  vaginalis  on  the  other  fide,  which  was 
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greatly  thickened,  but  the  tefticle  here  was 
not  affedled. 


These  operations  were  very  tedious, 
painful,  and  hazardous ;  but  the  fymp- 
toms  in  confequence  of  them  were  fa¬ 
vorable.  Emollient  clyfters  frequently 
repeated,  bleeding,  pouring  warm  oil  of¬ 
ten  upon  the  Abdomen ,  covering  it  with 
flannel,  and  keeping  bladders  of  warm 
water  conftantly  upon  it  over  the  dref- 
lings,  gave  him  very  fenfible  relief,  and 
probably  prevented  bad  accidents :  nothing 
happened  to  obftruft  the  cure  by  the  com¬ 
mon  treatment  5  he  was  difmifled  in  feven 
weeks,  and  followed  his  bufmefs  without 
any  inconvenience. 

The  conftitutlon,  ftate  and  condition  of  the  patient 
ivho  is  about  to  undergo  any  capital  operation,  re¬ 
quire  to  be  well  confidered  before  hand,  that  what  is  a- 
mifs  may  be  rectified  as  far  as  poflible  by  diet,  medicine, 
&c.  in  order  to  prevent  accidents  in  confequence  of  it, 
as  well  as  early  care  and  conftant  attention  after  the  ope¬ 
ration  :  nor,  ought  we  ever  to  forget  how  effentially 
neceffary  it  is,  that  peace  and  tranquility  of  mind  thould 
be  preferved  in  our  patients  ;  we  lhould  therefore  liu- 
dioufly  endeavor  to  ftrengthen  their  confidence  in  us. 


G  z  A  cafe 
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A  cafe  of  an  enlarged  Tefticle  front 
a  Blow*  which  fucceeded  happily. 

March  the  17th,  1755. 

MR.  E.  W.  of  M.  a  man  of  a  robufl 
conftitution,  aged  about  thirty, 
fent  for  me  upon  this  occafion  about  a 
fortnight  after  the  accident.  The  tumor 
was  of  a  large  fize,  inflamed,  hard,  and 
painful,  accompanied  with  a  fever;  and 
the  fpermatic  cord  was  greatly  enlarged* 
I  blooded  him  and  repeated  bleeding  occa¬ 
sionally,  feeing  his  blood  was  ill  a  fizy 
Rate,  gave  him  lenient  purgatives,  and  ni¬ 
trous  medicines,  advifed  an  exaft  Regimen , 
and  ufed  a  fomentation  twice  a  day,  with 
a  portion  of  Spirit .  Mindereri  in  it,,  ap¬ 
plied  cataplafms  prepared  with  oatmeal  and 
the  fomenting  liquor,  adding  a  little  Oh 
Rofar.  to  prevent  ftiffnefs,.  and  fupported 
the  part  with  a  bag-trufs,  ftri&ly  enjoin¬ 
ing  him  to  keep  his  bed,  as  an  horizontal 
polition  would  moft  favor  the  retrograde 
motion  of  the  fluids  through  the  difeafed 
parts* 

B  Y 
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By  this  treatment  all  his  complaints 
tyere  foon  abated ;  when  I  found  him  in 
a  condition  to  bear  Mercury ,  which  was 
in  about  three  weeks,  I  had  recourfe  to 
that  powerful  medicine,  though  I  had  not 
the  leaft  reafon  to  fufpedt  the  cafe  to  be 
venereal  5  I  gave  him  four  or  five  grains 
of  Merc.  dale,  rubbed  with  Flor.  Sulphur. 
for  four  or  five  nights  fuccefiively,  and  a 
lenient  purge  the  next  morning,  (till  con¬ 
tinuing  the  nitrous  remedies,  topical  ap¬ 
plications,  &c. 

After  perfevering  about  a  month  in 
this  method,  the  tefticle  was  greatly  dimi- 
niflied,  the  inflammation  and  pain  quite 
gone,  and  but  little  Hardnefs  remained: 
inftead  of  the  other  external  applications 
I  then  dire&ed  a  mercurial  Ointment  fhould 
be  well  rubbed  in  twice  a  day,  and  that 
fie  Ihould  purge  gently  at  due  intervals, 
which  reduced  the  tefticle  to  its  natural 
fize,  and  intirely  removed  the  Induration 
in  about  two  months. 
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A  Cancer  upon  both  the  'Tefticle  and 
Epididymis  from  a  Blow,  in  which 
caftratioa  fucceeded, 

■  November  the  9th,  1756. 

IW  a  s  defired  to  aflift  in  this  opera¬ 
tion  upon  a  Gentleman  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  naturally  of  a  ftrong,  heal¬ 
thy  conftitution. 

We  found  the  fpermatic  cord  in  a  much 
better  condition  than  we  apprehended  be¬ 
fore  the  operation  5  though  the  fpermatic 
artery  was  exceedingly  enlarged,  which  we 
took  up  with  the  needle  and  ligature,  with¬ 
out  including  the  cord :  the  whole  Eejiicle 
and  Epididymis  were  cancerous,  floating  in 
a  con fider able  quantity  of  lymph,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Cunica  vaginalis. 

■ ...  /  _ 

The  fymptoms  after  the  operation  were 

very  favorable,  and  the  cafe  terminated 
happily.  The  operation  was  advifed  long 
before,  but  the  patient  would  not  then 
content  to  it.  He  Hill  continues  perfect¬ 
ly'  well  ■  * 


I 


in  SURGERY, 


87 


A  Dropfy  fituated  between  the  reEius , 
vafius  interims  &  ext  emus  Mufcles , 
immediately  above  the  knee,  which 
had  been  long  looked  upon  as  an 
incurable  JVhite-fwelling. 

February  the  2 cl,  175 3. 

TT  C.  aged  forty  five,  was  brought  to 
me  by  the  officers  of  the  parifh  of 
F.  and  gave  me  the  following  account «of 
himfelf ;  that  he  firft  took  notice  of  a 
fwelling  about  fix  years  ago  upon  the  an¬ 
terior  part  of  the  thigh,  immediately  above 
the  knee,  attended  with  a  dull  fenfation  of 
pain:  that  the  fwelling  gradually  increafed, 
and  for  a  year  or  two  pall  his  pain  had 
fometimes  been  very  acute ;  he  alfo  told 
me,  that  the  methods  which  had  been 
taken  by  thofe  under  whofe  care  he  had 
been,  rather  increafed  his  complaints  5  and 
that  they  advifed  him  not  to  fuffer  it  to  be 
opened,  by  any  means. 

Fkom  my  experience  and  obfervation 
in  four  cafes  which  appeared  to  me  fimi- 

G  4  lar 
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lar  to  this,  wherein  I  had  fucceeded,  I  did 
believe  there  was  a  lymphatic  fluid  col¬ 
lected  between  the  mufcles,  which  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  be  evacuated,  hav¬ 
ing  been  fo  long  extravafated,  that  there 
was  no  probability  of  its  ever  being  ab- 
forbed  ;  therefore  I  did  not  hefifate  to  ad- 
vife  the  opening  of  the  tumor. 

He  had  a  lax  habit,  and  his  health  in 
general  was  pever  very  good  :  when  I  had 
corrected  a  little  diforder  in  it,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  proper  fhquld  be  firft  attend¬ 
ed  to,  I  opened  the  tumor,  both  on  the 
iniide  and  outfide  of  the  limb,  by  inci- 
flons  of  two  or  three  Inches  in  length, 
aiming  to  make  them  in  the  interftices  of 
the  mufcles,  and  difcharged  more  than  a 
pint  of  infpiflated  lyniph  :  I  drew  a  feton 
through  and  continued  it  until  I  thought 
the  cavity  might  be  a  good  deal  contracted, 
then  left  it  out,  touched  the  edges  of  thp 
wound  with  Cauftic.  lunar e ,  to  prevent 
their  uniting  too  foon  externally,  drefled 
fuperficially,  and  applied  a  laced  knee- 
piece,  with  an  eafy  comprefs  affixed  to  it, 
tp  p§ft  upon  the  top  of  the  thigh. 

* . *  '  '  •  Tins 
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The  difcharge  gradually  abated,  and 
quite  ceafed  in  about  fix  months :  the  pa¬ 
tient  continues  perfedly  well,  with  a  free 
motion  of  the  joint,  and  can  walk  many 
miles  without  pain  or  inconvenience. 

I  n  two  of  the  cafes  which  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  the  fluid  appeared  alfo  below  the 
knee ;  on  the  infide  in  one  of  them,  and 
on  the  outfide  in  the  other,  where  I  made 
openings  as  well  as  above,  and  found  they 
communicated, 

T  h  t  s  difeafe  has  been  taken  for  a 
dropfy  of  the  joint,  in  which  the  fluid  is 
contained  under  the  burfal  ligament  j  but 
there  is  a  very  material  difference  between 
thefe  difeafes  in  point  of  danger,  though 
of  great  apparent  affinity :  for,  the  ac- 
cefs  of  the  air  upon  opening  foon  changes 
the  foft  into  an  acrimonious  fluid,  pro¬ 
ductive  of  dreadful  confequences  when  in 
the  joint.  The  more  manifeif  flu6tuation 
of  this  fluid,  and  its  extending  higher  up 
the  thigh  when  its  refidence  are  between 
the  mufcles,  are  Criterions  by  which  we 
may  generally  diftinguifli  one  from  the 
Other. 


A  true 
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A  true  Scirrhus  upon  the  thigh, 

R.  Donne ,  whom  I  have  already 


X^  Jl  mentioned,  defired  me  to  be  pre- 
fent  about  two  years  ago,  at  the  extirp¬ 
ation  of  a  painful,  moveable  and  exceeds 
ing  hard  tumor,  which  had  been  gradu« 
ally  growing  about  five  years,  fituated  un¬ 
derneath  the  re  Bus  Mufde ,  with  its  fixed 
point  towards  the  knee  between  the  vajlus 
internus  &  ext  emus. 

The  patient  was  twenty  five  years  old, 
and  his  conftitution  not  remarkably  bad. 


It  appeared  doubtful  to  us  in  confulta- 
tion  what  was  beft  to  be  done  in  this  cafe; 
but  the  patient  would  not  hear  of  the  lofs 
of  his  limb,  which  feemed  rather  more 
advifeable  than  the  extirpation  of  the 
tumor  qnly. 


The  tumor  was  well  extirpated;  it 
weighed  thirteen  ounces,  and  was  plain¬ 
ly  glandular  :  the  outfide  of  it  was  white, 
fmooth  and  almoft  as  hard  as  a  cartilage. 


the 
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the  infide  refembled  an  hard  apple  when 
cut. 

The  fymptoms  after  the  operation  were 
at  firft  not  unfavorable ;  but  the  cafe  foon 
appeared  of  a  cancerous  nature,  as  vya$ 
fufpefted,  and  killed  the  patient. 
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Of  excrefcences  with  a  cancerous 
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afpedt 


MANY  years  ago,  in  a  young  fub~ 
je&,  I  extirpated  a  large  excref- 
cence  of  this  kind,  which  filled  the  orbit 
of  the  eye,  and  I  was  obliged  to  remove 
the  greater  part  of  the  eye  with  it :  the 
operation  fucceeded  very  well,  and  nothing 
occurred  in  it,  or  afterwards,  worth  partis 
cular  notice, 

-Hi:  Y*  ;"v.  .  -  f"  ...  4  ,,  ’ 

I  h  a  v  e  fince  extirpated  a  finaller  from 
the  eye  of  an  elderly  Gentleman,  in 
confequence  of  its  being  thought  advife^ 
able  in  confutation,  to  remove  it  by  in- 
cifion;  it  appeared  fimilar  to  the  fecond 
C|fe  in  Hildanus .  The  eye  remained  eafy 
'  but  three  years  after,  then  another  ex-^ 
crefcence  fprouted  from  the  oppofite  cor-f 

ner  of  it;  but  as  the  fuccefs  was  now 

. 

deemed  very  precarious,  he  refolved  not 
to  fubmit  to  another  painful  operation, 
contenting  himfelf  with  a  gentle  palliative 
method;  it  grew  gradually  wgrfe,  and 
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terminated  in  a  true  cancer,  affe&ing  the 
whole  globe  of  the  eye  before  he  died. 

•  •  w  -  •  $ 

About  five  years  ago  a  woman  up¬ 
wards  of  feventy  fhewed  me  a  large  fub- 
ftance,  apparently  of  this  nature,  upon 
her  head,  proceeding  from  what  fhe  called 
a  wen,  in  which  if  ate  I  never  faw  it :  the 
part  upon  which  it  was  fituated,  encou¬ 
raged  me  to  propofe  the  operation,  as  I 
could  eafily  take  fuch  a  circumference  as 
would  be  mod;  likely  to  eradicate  it  effec¬ 
tually  :  I  extended  the  incifion  near  an 
inch  beyond  the  Bafis  of  the  excrefcence, 
and  left  the  fcull  quite  bare.  The  cure 
was  effe&ed  without  any  difficulty,  and 
the  part  flill  remains  perfectly  well. 

I  was  concerned  in  the  amputation 
of  a  PenzSy  fome  years  ago,  on  account  of 
an  enormous  fungus  fubfiance  upon  the 
Gla?is ,  from  a  venereal  caufe :  we  met 
with  no  difficulty  in  flopping  the  blood ; 
after  fixing  the  fkin  by  a  foft  narrow  rol¬ 
ler,  turned  three  or  four  times  round  the 
member,  I  compreffed  it  fufficiently  with 
my  fingers  and  thumbs,  whilft  the  opera¬ 
tor  amputated  it  by  two  incifions,  and 

took 
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took  up  two  veflels  with  the  needle  and 
ligature :  we  found  no  occafion  for  a  Tour¬ 
niquet  in  the  operation,  nor  a  Canula  in 
the  cure,  both  which  may  have  their  ufe 
in  fome  cafes.  The  patient  was  put  into 
a  proper  courfe,  and  cured  without  much 
trouble. 


Of 
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Of  Wens. 


i HE  Steatoma ,  Meliceris  and  Athero- 


JL  ma  are  the  three  kinds  of  incyfted 
tumors  which  our  Writers  take  notice  of 
under  the  denomination  of  Wens,  befides 
which  there  is  a  fourth  Species  not  obferv- 
ed  by  them,  appearing  to  be  only  an  in- 
creafe  of  the  Membrana  adipcfa  itfelf,  which 
fometimes  grows  to  an  enormous  fize. 

I  assisted  a  Gentleman  of  great 
eminence  in  his  profeffion,  many  years  ago, 
in  taking  off  a  tumor  of  this  fort,  which 
was  fituated  upon  a  woman’s  loins,  and 
extended  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  hang¬ 
ing  down  upon  her  hips,  and  refembling  a 
cufhion  fuch  as  porters  reft  their  burdens 
upon \  it  weighed  about  fourteen  pounds ; 
I  carefully  examined  it,  and  found  it  was 
entirely  fat.  I  have  fince  extirpated  fix 
myfelf,  but  none  of  them  weighed  more 
than  a  pound:  no  ill  accident  happened  in 
the  cure  of  any  of  them. 


This 
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This  kind  of  tumor  admits  of  extirp« 
ation  better  than  thofe  above-mentioned* 
which  fometimes  are  fo  deeply  rooted  be¬ 
tween  the  mufcles,  and  fituated  fo  near 
large  blood  veflels,  as  to  make  the  opera¬ 
tion  tedious  and  dangerous ;  but  this  may 
be  diffefted  from  the  common  membrane 
of  the  fubjacent  mufcles,  with  great  eafe 
and  fafety* 

The  foftnefs  of  this  fort  df  tumor* 
feeling  like  fat,  with  the  breadth  of  its 
bafe,  diftinguifh  it  from  the  other ;  but  I 
have  feen  one  in  which  the  fubftance  was 
harder,  and  deceived  our  judgment  before 
the  extirpation  *  upon  examination  after, 
it  was  found  to  be  a  lump  of  perfect 

^  •'  A  A 

fat. 


After  having  obferved  this  kind  of  tumor  feveraf 
times,  I  accidentally  met  with  it  particularly  and  accu¬ 
rately  defcribed  by  Monfr.  Littre ,  in  the  Mem.  de  V  J- 
ead.  Roy ,  des  Sciences*  for  the  year  1 709 :  he  calls  k 

T  •  ...  *  y 

Liponte, 

*  v  ;  •>  - 

*  '  —  ■  "...  <•>  «  ......  ..  ..  >  .V-: 

>  ''  T  f** 

*•  t  •  A-  ■  ?•  •  . 

-■  ••  ■  ■>  J  V  : 


1 


*  ;  .  «  '*•’  f  V  >-•  ? 
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A  compound  fracture  in  which  the 
power  of  Nature  was  manifefted 
in  a  very  iingular  manner. 


*^fuly  the  1 1  th,  1 73  9. 


7 


di 

I 

rj 

c; 
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W .  of  JS.  about  twelve  years  of  age, 
#  had  both  the  "Tibia  and  Fibula  frac¬ 
tured  by  the  wheel  of  a  waggon  heavily 
laden,  palling  obliquely  over  the  limb  in  a 
deep  rut,  from  juft  beneath  the  knee  ex¬ 
ternally,  quite  to  the  extremity  of  the 
heel,  making  the  mo  ft  horrid,  large  lace¬ 
rated  wound  that  we  ever  faw,  with  about 
nine  inches  of  the  Tibia  projecting* 

My  very  good  friend  Mr.  Amyas^  late 
of  Norwich ,  fortunately  happened  to  be 
at  my  houfe  at  this  juncture,  to  give  me 
his  advice  and  aftiftance.  At  firft  fight  we 
knew  not  how  to  a£t  for  the  beft  in  a  cafe 
fo  difmally  circumftanced  >  we  deliberated 
upon  it,  and  at  length  refolved  to  faw  off 
a  confiderable  portion  of  the  bone,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Fig.  1.  Pl.  10.  rather  than  in- 

H  ftantly 
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ftantly  amputate  the  limb,  confidering  the 
very  drunken  condition  the  boy  was  in  \ 
we  then  fnipped  off  the  ioofe  and  tattered 
teguments,  removed  feme  ftiarp  pointed 
fragments  of  the  bones,  brought  the  parts 
into  as  good  a  ft  ate  as  we  could,  dreffed 
in  the  common  manner,  and  placed  the 
limb  in  a  cafe  well  lined  with  wool,  tow* 
&c.  contrived  fo  as  to  give  as  little  dis¬ 
turbance  to  it  as  poffibie  upon  dreffing. 

The  wound  foon  digefted 'kindly,  and 
the  cure  was  effected  by  the  common  treat¬ 
ment,  without  any  ill  accident  of  confe- 
quence  Supervening;  which  we  afcribed 
to  our  precaution  in  removing  the  frag¬ 
ments  and  Splinters  of  the  bones  at  the 
firft  dreffing. 

In  about  three  weeks  I  was  Senfible,  as 
were  Several  Surgeons,  whofe  curiofity  led 
them  to'  fee  fo  uncommon  a  cafe,  that  the 
fubftance  which  grew  in  the  fpace  of  five 
inches  entirely  void  of  bone,  had  acquired, 
in  the  middle  only,  a  greater  degree  of  hard- 
mefs  than  flefti :  this  circumftance,  which  does 
not  agree  with  the  general  received  notion 
of  the  generation  of  Callus,  we  proved  beyond 

diS- 
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difpute,  with  a  fharp-pointed  inffrument; 
and  we  obferved  that  the  oflification  was 
gradually  formed  from  that  central  point, 
which  Was  confiderably  advanced  before 
any  exfoliation  was  caff  off  the  ends  of 
the  divided  bone.  In  lefs  than  four  months 
the  whole  fpace  was  fo  well  fupplied  with 
the  Callus ,  or  rather  new  bone,  that  he 
was  able  to  raife  his  leg  when  the  bandage 
was  off,  without  its  bending.  About  a 
month  after,  he  ventured  without  my 
knowledge,  to  ftand  upon  it  3  it  had  then 
liability  enough  to  bear  an  equal  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  weight  of  his  body,  and  in  a 
little  more  than  half  a  year  after  the  acci¬ 
dent  he  walked  pretty  well,  without  any 
affiftance.  His  leg  is  well  fliaped,  not 
half  an  inch  fhorter  than  the  other ;  and 
he  told  me  home  years  ago,  that  he  could 
walk  forty  miles  in  a  day  without  pain. 

In  eleven  compound  fradfures  I  have 
fawn  oft  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  Ti¬ 
bia,  and  fucceeded  in  both  old  and  young 
fubjedls,  which  have  given  me  fair  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  obferving  every  day’s  progrefs 
in  the  generation  of  Callus ,  and  I  always 
found  it  had  externally  the  appearance  of 


If  2 
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granulations  of  flefh,  changing  gradual¬ 
ly  into  bone :  of  which  formation,  grada¬ 
tion  and  change,  I  fhall  not  here  attempt 
an  explication}  but  this,  the  laid  and  the 
following  paragraphs  are  the  more  Worthy 
of  notice,  as  the  prefervation  of  limbs 
may  prove  the  confequence  of  their  being 
well  confidered. 

’  I  f  the  external  wound  happens  to  be 
fmall  in  a  compound  frafture,  an  ample 
dilatation  of  it  at  the  very  firft  dreffing, 
is  a  point  which  demands  our  particular 
attention,  that  any  membranous  ftrictures, 
difcoverable  by  gently  introducing  the  fin¬ 
ger,  may  be  let  at  liberty,  by  fciflors  or 
otherwife }  that  Coagulums  of  blood,  ex¬ 
traneous  bodies,  loofe  fragments  and  fplin- 
ters  of  the  bone  may  be  extracted  before 
the  parts  grow  tenfe,  inflamed  and  tender, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  train  of  direful 
fymptoms  arifing  from  irritation  of  the 
fenfible  parts :  and  if  much  of  the  whole 
fubftance  of  the  bone  protrudes,  fawing 
off  a  portion  of  it,  will  haften  the  cure, 
and  give  an  opportunity  of  keeping  the 
limb  in  a  true  direftion  in  the  Cafe  de- 
fcribed  in  PI,  6.  either  with  or  without  the 


ma- 
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machine  reprefented  in  PL  7.  Fig.  1.  by 
itfelf;  and  upon  the  limb  Fig.  2,  to  keep  it 
Heady  and  gently  extended, 

B  y  this  treatment  and  fuch  applications 
as  are  generally  ufed  in  large  lacerated 
wounds,  in  conjundlion  with  a  timely  ob- 
fervance  of  a  proper  Regimen ,  &c.  the 
formidable  accidents,  as  violent  pain,  fe¬ 
ver,  inflammation,  &c.  will  in  a  great 
meafure  be  obviated,  as  I  have  good  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  founded  upon  experience, 
and  luch  fuccefs,  as  makes  me  think  this 

r 

method,  which  I  always  purfued,  cannot 
he  too  much  inculcated, 

* 

This  kind  of  accident  is  indeed  very 
liable  to  a  mortification,  which  fhould  not 
alarm  the  Surgeon  to  an  hafty  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  lofs  of  the  limb:  as  foon  as 
there  appears  any  tendency  to  it,  after  the 
life  of  an  antifeptic  fomentation,  with  SaL 
ammon .  crud .  diflolved  in  it;  drefling  the 
wound  with  warm  digeftive  twice  a  d^fy ; 
wrapping  the  whole  limb  up  in  a  cata- 
plafm  of  barley-meal,  bread,  Spec,  pro  ca - 
taplafm.  e  Cymin.  with  the  fomenting  liquor, 
or  fuch  like;  applying  bladders  about  a 

H  3  third 
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third  full  of  hot  water  to  preferve  a  due 
degree  of  heat  from  dreffing  to  dreffing, 
will  be  found  very  beneficial.  Here  alfo 
recourfe  may  be  had  to  the  Bark  joining 
Rhubarb  with  it  occafionally ;  but  that  ef¬ 
ficacious  medicine  requires  great  judgment 
and  circumfpe&ion  in  the  ufe  of  it :  much 
certainly  may  juftly  be  expected  from  it 
in  mortifications  where  there  is  a  laxity  of 
the  fibres:  Rad.  ferpentar.  and  Volatiles  may 
be  joined  with  it  to  great  advantage  in 
fome  cafes,  and  Nitre  in  others;  but  this  is 
the  Phyfrcian’s  province. 


The  renewal  of  the  bandage  is  painful  to  the  pa= 
tient,  and  troublefome  to  the  Surgeon  in  a  compound 
fradiure  ;  in  order  to  defend  the  bandage  from  the  mat- 
ter,  that  we  may  be  under  no  neceffity  of  changing  it 
often,  the  green  waxed  cloth,  commonly  called  oiled- 
cafe,  may  be  placed  on  the  putfide  of  the  compreffess 
which  will  effectually  prevent  that  inconvenience.  The 
comprelfes  and  tails  of  the  bandage  fhould  be  moiftened 
with  S.  V.  Vin.  rub.  tot  Ac  t  mixt  together,  to  correct 
the  putrid  often  five  fmell  of  the  matter,  fc. 

As  a  cafe  of  this  nature  abfolutely  confines  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  his  bed  in  one  poflure,  too  much  care  cannot 
be  taken  to  make  it  eafy  under  him  :  if  the  limb  be  fe* 
cured  in  the  manner  deferibed,  he  may  be  fafely  lifted 
up  with  the  flieet  at  any  time  during  his  decumbiture, 
by  two  ffrong  perfons  on  each  fide,  affifling  himfelf 
with  the  rope  ufually  fixt  over  him,  whilff  the  nurfe 
makes  up  the  bed,  and  lays  every  thing  fmooth  and 
even  :  but  all  this  fhould  be  conducted  by  the  care  and 
difbretiort  of  the  Surgeon, 

MifceR 
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Mifcellaneous  remarks  upon  luxations* 

COMPOUND  luxations  are  of  a 
more  dangerous  nature  than  com¬ 
pound  fractures,  for  very  plain  reafons ; 
but  if  the  Surgeon  fhould  judge  it  advife- 
I  able  to  attempt  faving  a  limb  under  fuch 
threatening  circumftances,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  he  will  be  more  likely  to  fucceed, 
by  fawing  off  the  head  of  the  bone,  from 
what  I  have  obferved,  efpecially  if  it  has 
been  long  quite  out,  and  expofed  to  the 
air. 

Many  years  ago  my  old  acquaintance 
and  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Cooper  of  Bungay 
was  called  to  affift  in  an  amputation,  on 
account  of  an  extraordinary  accident  of 
this  nature  at  the  ancle-joint  in  an  old 
fubjefl  5  but  inftead  of  contenting  to  the 
intended  operation,  he  fawed  off  both  the 
head  of  the  Fibia  and  Fibula ,  as  repre- 
fented  in  PL  10.  Fig.  2.  by  which  means 
he  preferred  the  limb,  and  made  it  fo  ufe- 
ful  that  the  poor  man  walks,  and  works 
!  II  4  for 
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for  his  bread;  of  which  fuccefs  I  am  a 
witnets :  thefe  are  cafes  which  call  upon 
the  Surgeon  to  join  the  greatefl  prudence 
to  his  fkill  in  his  profeffion. 

This  able  Surgeon  told  me  he  had 
fucceeded  to  his  wifh  in  a  young  fubject, 
by  fawing  off  the  head  of  the  Radius> 
which  palled  through  and  made  a  difmal 
laceration  of  the  tendons  at  the  wrift,  and 
that  his  patient  found  little  or  no  defeCt 
in  the  motion  of  the  joint.  I  have  alfo 
fucceeded  beyond  my  expectation  in  cafes 
of  this  nature  by  the  fame  practice, 

{  ,  i 

Mr.  Frekes  Commander,  with  a  very 
little  alteration,  appears  to  me  the  belt 
machine  which  I  have  feen,  for  the  reduce 

tion  of  an  old  and  obifinate  luxation  of 

■  .  •  *  • 

the  Humerus ,  as  the  limb  may  be  moved 
in  all  directions  during  the  extenfion,  and 
the  fituation  of  the  head  of  the  bone  exa^- 
mined  at  the  fame  time :  I  have  fucceeded 
by  it  in  cafes  of  many  months  ftanding, 
that  would  not  yield  to  other  methods,  but 
great  care  is  required  in  the  ufe  of  it,  par¬ 
ticularly  to  keep  it  in  a  true  perpendicular 
direction  againft  the  patient’s  fide,  which 
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may  very  eafily  be  effedted  by  fixing  it  fted- 
faftly  with  fcrews  to  the  floor,  if  the  bafe 
of  it  be  enlarged ;  and  to  the  fide  by  a  gir¬ 
dle  round  the  body. 

t  •  j  ‘V  *  i 

I  n  recent  cafes  I  have  always  been  fo 
happy  as  to  fucceed  by  hand,  which  is  the 
beft  inftrument  when  powerful  enough, 
and  in  general  violent  force  is  not  requir¬ 
ed  :  the  method  I  have  ufually  followed  is, 
placing  the  patient  in  a  fitting  pofture 
upon  the  floor,  fecuring  his  body  in  a 
good  attitude  with  a  band  properly  padded 
unto  a  hook  fcrewed  into  a  door-pofl,  by 
which  means  a  fixed  point  is  made,  and 
we  have  lefs  to  attend  to ;  this  circum- 
ftance  is  of  no  fmall  confideration,  for 
when  the  extenfion  and  counter-extenfion 
are  made  by  the  afliftants  placed  in  the 
common  manner,  it  is  fcarce  pollible  for 
the  Surgeon  to  make  them  exert  their  force 
fteadily  and  regularly  enough  to  keep  the 
arm  at  a  right  angle  with  the  body,  which 
is  generally  neceliary,  until  he  diredis  the 
deprelfion,  or  other  diredtion  of  it. 

■)  -  -  ,  \  -J 

-  .  ►  -  -  .  1  ^  ^  Ji  J  ^  . 

I 

That  kind  of  luxation  of  the  Hume¬ 
rus ,  where  the  head  of  the  bone  flips  be¬ 
yond 
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yond  the  Coracoid  Procefs  under  the  Pecto¬ 
ral  Mufcle ,  and  refts  upon  a  rib,  may  baf¬ 
fle  the  attempts  of  the  ableft  Surgeons,  as 
I  have  feen,  both  by  hand  and  inftrument, 
from  the  oppofition  which  that  procefs 
*  makes  to  the  return  of  it.  An  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  fceleton  will  make  this  matter 
very  obvious,  and  as  evidently  fhew  the 
beft  pofition  for  the  arm,  in  making  the 
extenfion,  to  facilitate  the  return  of  the 
head  of  the  bone;  it  is  alfo  poffible  that 
when  the  burfal  ligament  is  upon  the  full 
ftretch,  it  may  fuffer  a  laceration  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  force  from  the  head  of  the  bone,  and 
then  coliapfe  about  its  neck  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  render  reduction  impoffible. 

After  reduction  and  obferving  the 
general  rules  directed  in  fractures,  to  pre¬ 
vent  or  remove  the  common  accidents,  it 
fiiould  always  be  remembered  to  give  the 
joint  gentle  motions  frequently,  as  foon  as 
it  will  bear  moving  without  caufing  pain, 
in  order  to  prevent  ftifthefs  from  an  accu¬ 
mulation  and  fpiffitude  of  the  Synovia ; 
and  to  recover  the  adtion  and  power  of  the 
mufcle s  wherever  the  luxation  happens  to 
be,  but  more  efpecially  when  at  the  elbow. 

The 
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The  fame  precaution  fhould  be  obferved, 
when  a  fracture  happens  near  a  joint,  that 
the  Callus  may  not  occafion  an  incurable 
immobility  of  it ;  but  in  this  cafe  more 
care  is  required  in  moving  the  joint,  left 
the  union  of  the  bone  fhould  be  inter¬ 
rupted. 

i  > 

When  a  greater  force  than  ordinary  is  required  in  the 
reduction  of  an  arm  or  thigh,  the  pullies  in  Dr.  Defa- 
guliers’s  Expe  imental  Philofophy ,  PL  10.  Fig.  7  are 
applicable  fo  as  to  exert  their  full  power  upon  the 
bone  itfelf ;  by  which  one  perfon  will  be  equal  to  ma¬ 
ny,  even  fuppofmg  their  force  by  hand  could  be  united 
commodiouily  to  that  purpofe  ;  there  feems  to  be  no 
objection  againft  their  ufe,  as  they  can  be  affixed  to 
the  part  without  injury,  and  have  their  power  eafily 
regulated.  Scultetus  in  his  Armament .  chirurg.  has  fome- 
thing  like  them,  which  he  took  from  Vitruvius . 


A  very 
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A  very  remarkable  cafe  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  fimple  fradure  of 
the  leg,  in  which  ftrait  bandage 
and  other  mifmanagement  caufed 
a  mortification,  and  interrupted 
Nature  in  the  union  of  the  bone. 

G.  of  H.  aged  twenty  five,  of  a  ro- 
J  *  buff  conftitution,  broke  his  leg  in 
the  depth  of  winter  5  immediately  after  the 
accident  he  fent  for  a  Surgeon,  who  was 
much  addifted  to  drinking,  and  not  be¬ 
ing  in  a  condition  at  this  time  to  do  his 
duty,  left  the  limb  in  a  bad  pofition  with 
a  ftrait  bandage  upon  it,  which  occafioned 
a  mortification  :  another  Surgeon  was  cal¬ 
led,  under  whofe  care  it  remained  about 
fix  months,  and  probably  by  his  too  fre¬ 
quently  difturbing  the  limb,  according  to 
the  patient’s  account,  nature  was  difap- 
pbinted  in  her  work. 

.  k  ,  .v  ?  •  - 

01  fSlO..-  -  '  •  -  "  ’  '  ■  -  ' 

T his  Surgeon  not  being  able  to  conti¬ 
nue  his  attendance,  the  cafe  fell  under 
my  care  June  the  3d  1740  :  the  limb  was 
now  very  crooked  and  (Edematous,  with 
-  a  ft- 
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a  finuous  ulcer  and  carious  bone  from  the 
middle  of  it  quite  to  the  ancle.  Having 
opened  the  Sinus  fufficiently,  I  found  the 
whole  fubftance  of  the  bone,  about  three 
inches  in  length,  movectble  under  an  arch 
of  Callus ,  as  defcribed  in  PL  10.  Fig  3.  a. 
a.  a .  grown  as  hard  as  bone  \  I  faw  no 
pofiibility  of  extracting  this  piece  of  dead 
bone  without  cutting  away  the  arch  of 
Callus ,  which,  after  laying  it  bare,  was  ef¬ 
fected  with  a  fmall  carving  gouge  a  little 
curved  near  the  point,  and  an  oblique- 
edged-chizzei  and  mallet.  After  extract¬ 
ing  the  piece  of  bone  the  ulcer  healed 
kindly  ;  the  fpace  was  filled  up  with  a 
bony  fubftance,  and  in  about  fix  months 
the  limb  became  fo  ufeful  that  the  man 
walked  about:  afterwards  it  was  fo  ftrong 
that  he  carried  heavy  burdens  as  he  ufed 
to  do,  without  any  inconvenience. 

.  .  >.  ylrmup 

A  Surgeon  of  my  acquaintance,  of 
unqueftionable  abilities,  told  me  he  afliffo 
ed  in  an  amputation  in  a  cafe  fimilar  to 
this,  and  frankly  confeffed,  that  upon 
examining  the  limb  after  it  was  taken  off, 
it  appeared  to  him  it  might  have  been 
faved  by  this  method. 


Some 


no  CASES  and  REMARKS 


Some  rules  neceflary  to  be  obfervecl 
in  the  treatment  of  fimple  frac¬ 
tures. 

AFTER  reduction  in  the  gentleft 
manner,  and  placing  the  limb  in 
the  eafieft  pofition,  repeated  bleeding, 
keeping  the  body  open,  and  the  patient 
under  a  cooling,  diluting  Regimen ,  are  of 
the  utmoft  confequence  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  or  remove  pain,  tenfion,  inflamma¬ 
tion,  &c.  efpecially  if  he  be  of  a  fanguine 
or  plethoric  habit :  by  thefe  means  too, 
the  part  will  be  the  fooner  brought  into 
a  condition  to  bear  moderate  prefTure  to 
limit  the  growth  of  the  Callus ,  upon 
which  greatly  depends  making  a  tightly 
limb ;  for  when  the  Callus  is  fullered  to  be¬ 
come  luxuriant,  it  will  be  difficult,  and 
perhaps  out  of  the  Surgeon’s  power,  to 
fubdue  it  to  the  patient’s  fatisfadtion. 
Principiis  objla  —  is  an  excellent  precept 
in  Surgery. 

i  • •  - 

A  cataplasm  prepared  with  oat¬ 
meal,  oil  and  vinegar,  is  one  of  the  bed 

5  aP- 
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applications  at  firft ;  but  in  the  country 
the  patient  often  lives  at  fuch  a  ciiftance 
from  the  Surgeon  that  he  cannot  attend 
to  apply  and  renew  it  fo  often  as  is  ne- 
ceflary :  Unguent  tripbarm .  or  Cerat.  alb * 
alone  or  mixed  together  will  be  found  a 
good  fubftitute  fpread  upon  a  piece  of  the 
tailed  bandage,  by  which  and  embrocat¬ 
ing  the  limb  once  a  day,  with  warm  oil 
and  vinegar,  the  intention  of  the  cata- 
plafm  will  generally  be  well  anfwered,  and 
without  any  difturbance  to  the  limb :  but 
applications,  bandages,  &c.  rauft  be  va¬ 
ried  according  to  the  age  and  conftitution 
of  the  patient,  feafon  of  the  year,  and 
other  circumftances,  all  which  will  be 
confidered  by  the  judicious  and  attentive 
Surgeon. 

The  eighteen-tailed  bandage,  I  think, 
is  unexceptionable  in  Ample  as  well  as 
compound  fractures;  it  is  much  more 
commodious  than  the  roller,  as  it  admits 
of  viewing  the  limb,  and  making  the  ne~ 
ceffary  applications  without  difturbing  it : 
the  lappets  of  this  bandage,  if  of  a  due 
length,  may  be  drawn  tight  enough  over 
comprdfes,  to  anfwer  any  purpofe  in  the 

cure, 
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cure,  as  I  have  found  by  long  and  much 
experience ;  but  in  the  eonclufion,  when 
the  leg  proves  cedematous,  the  laced-ftock- 
ing  is  the  moft  eligible  bandage,  as  it 
makes  a  more  equal  prefiure  than  can  pof* 
fibly  be  made  with  the  roller  to  recover  the 
elafticity  of  the  fibres.  In  fuch  a  Hate  of 
the  limb  good  fri&ion  with  a  flelh-brufh 
and  a  warm  embrocation  are  advifeable  i 
the  fame  means  will  alfo  be  found  ufeful 
to  reftore  the  plumpnefs  of  the  calf,  which 
is  apt  to  fhrink  and  grow  flabby  during 
the  cure  of  the  frafture. 

I  contrived  the  fracture  cafe  for 
the  leg  many  years  ago,  as  (hewn  in  PL 
6.  feparately  and  upon  the  limb,  which  I 
have  found  very  ufeful  in  compound  as 
well  as  in  Ample  fractures  :  the  fame  kind 
of  cafe  is  applicable  to  either  thigh  or 
arm :  it  has  longitudinally  all  the  ftiffnefs 
of  a  deal  board  of  the  fame  thicknefs,  and 
tranfverfely  all  the  flexibility  of  paper  ufed 
upon  fuch  occafions,  which  by  ufe  and 
moifture  foon  lofes  its  proper  degree  of 
ftiffnefs :  it  is  made  of  deal  one  eighth  of 
an  inch  thick,  with  leather  glued  to  it,  and 
cut  through  to  the  leather  at  the  diftance 

of 
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of  one  fixth  of  an  inch  with  a  fine  faw  or 
a  knife  fet  to  a  certain  gage,  as  the  com¬ 
mon  fplints  for  fraftures  are  cut  5  I  fcarce 
know  which  manner  of  cutting  to  give 
the  preference  to,  but  the  faw-kerf  allows 
of  moft  flexibility. 

Several  fikilful  and  experienced  Sur¬ 
geons  have  tried  this  cafe  upon  my  recom¬ 
mendation,  and  have  allured  me,  that 
they  find  it  aniwers  the  purpofe  better  than 
any  other  contrivance  they  have  ufed  or 
feen.  It  is  portable  in  the  pocket,  and 
may  be  ufed  very  well  by  only  refting  it 
upon  a  pillow,  but,  I  think,  to  more  ad¬ 
vantage  with  junks  or  a  box  for  the  leg, 
and  junks  for  the  thigh ;  it  muft  be  co¬ 
vered  with  wool,  tow  or  foft  linen  cloths, 
and  the  limb  equalized  with  the  fame 
materials,  to  make  the  bearing  regular  and 
eafy,  ufing  pieces  of  ftiff  paper  occafio- 
nally  where  compreffion  is  wanted.  The 
vacuity  between  the  calf  and  the  heel  re¬ 
quires  to  be  particularly  attended  to,  and 
uniformly  filled  up,  to  prevent  a  deformi¬ 
ty  of  the  limb  by  the  finking  of  the  bone, 
and  pain  of  the  heel  by  the  weight  refting 
too  much  upon  that  point. 

I 
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This  cafe  perhaps  would  be  of  confi- 
derable  ufe  in  the  Camp  to  tranfport  thofe 
with  fra£tures  from  one  place  to  another 
with  the  greater  eafe  3  or  in  the  Navy  to 
prevent  their  being  fo  much  affefted  with 
any  extraordinary  motion  of  the  fhip:  it 
has  been  made  ufe  of  by  two  of  my  bre¬ 
thren  in  great  bufmefs,  to  remove  patients 
many  miles  in  compound  fractures ;  they 
have  informed  me  that  it  anfwered  the  end 
perfectly  well,  and  that  their  patients  com¬ 
plained  of  but  little  pain  upon  the  motion  of 
die  carriage.  One  of  thefe  Surgeons  has 
provided  himfelf  with  various  fizes  for 
thigh,  leg  and  arm.  When  a.  wound  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  underneath  the  limb,  part  of 
the  cafe  may  be  cut  away,  to  come  at  and 
drefs  it  with  eafe  to  the  patient. 

Sometimes  great  inconveniences  a« 
rife  from  the  obliquity  of  fimple  fraftures 
upon  the  leg  as  well  as  upon  the  thigh, 
which  the  machine  already  mentioned  for 
the  compound  fracture  may  obviate : 
whenever  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  ufe 
that  with  this  cafe,  intended  when  ufed 
alone  to  pafs  above  and  below  the  knee  and 
ancle-joints,  it  mail  be  fhortened  fo  as  to 

leave 
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leave  room  below  the  knee  and  above  the 

1  0 

ancle  to  affix  the  machine. 

•2*  •  *•  ‘•'•  'if’ 

The  gentle,, extenfion  and  fteadinefs  the 
limb  will  be  kept  in  by  thefc  means,  will 
greatly  contribute  to  the  prevention  of 
pain  upon  any  unavoidable  motions,  or 
ftartings  in  deep  which  frequently  hap¬ 
pen  ;  as  well  as  preferve  the  natural  length 
and  figure  of  it:  and  the  patient  may  be 
moved  from  one  part  of  the  bed  to  ano¬ 
ther  with  eafe  and  fafety.  When  there  is 
a  good  coaptation  made  of  the  fraftured 
bone  and  maintained  by  gentle  extenfion, 
the  lateral  preffiire  of  the  cafe  will  take 
effect,  without  which,  in  this  kind  of 
fracture,  the  ends  of  the  bone  mult  ine-> 
vitably  {hoot  one  over  the  other  5  under 
which  circumftance  the  cafe  alone  cannot 
fully  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

I  t  is  fcarce  poffible  that  a  broken  limb 
fhould  be  kept  fufficiently  fteady,  unlefs 
whatever  is  made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofe 
pafles  over  the  joint  above  and  below  the 
frafture,  which  this  machine  does,  and  at 
the  fame  time  gives  an  opportunity  of 
moving  them  to  prevent  their  growing 

I  3  ftiff, 
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{tiff,  without  difturbing  the  fractured 
bone ;  fo  does  the  cafe  when  ufed  alone, 
where  a  continued  extension  is  not  re¬ 
quired  ;  which  are  circumftances  that  fhould 
by  no  means  be  over-looked  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  fradures. 

jTv  .  '  f  4  f  '*  if  O  '  :  \  I 

.  Kow  to  keep  a  fradured  thigh  duly 
extended,  in  adults,  has  exercifed  the 
thoughts  of  fome  of  the  ableft  Surgeons, 
and  it  is  indeed  a  point  of  great  importance 
to  be  well  effected, 

^  ^  x--  ,-r>-  *  •*  I  -  «  -r  ,  *  t  .  v  .  , 

I  g  o  t  a  machine  made  lately  for  this 
purpofe,  according  to  a  Iketch  I  drew  of 
it  many  years  ago,  and  foon  met  with  a 
fair  opportunity  of  trying  its  ufefulnefs  : 
I  found  it  anfwered  my  defign  beyond  my 
expectation  in  a  very  bad  oblique  fradure, 
attended  with  a  violent  cough,  which  oc- 
cafioned  extreme  pain  by  fhaking  the  limb, 
and  deprived  the  patient  of  reft ;  it  kept 
the  part  fenfibly  to  himfelf  in  a  gentle 
exteniion  and  fteady  pofture,  fo  that  it  was 
not  the  leaft  affected  with  the  cough  after¬ 
wards,  which  before,  according  to  his  own 
expreffion,-  gave  him  fuch  a  fcnfation  of 
pain  as. if  the  ends  of  the  bone  had  been 

thruft- 
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thrufting  into  the  flefh.  The  machine  be¬ 
ing  lined  with  foft  oiled  leather,  and  well 
Ruffed  with  wool,  fat  very  eafy  upon  the 
part  without  the  leaft  excoriation.  Pieces 
of  buff-leather,  I  imagine,  would  defend 
the  limb  againft  the  machine  as  well  as 
the  lining  and  fluffing. 

This  machine  is  very  fiinple  in  its 
conftruclion,  and  is  intended  to  maintain 
its  power  upon  the  limb,  in  any  pofition 
necefTary  to  put  that  or  the  body  in,  and 
I  hope  repeated  trials  will  farther  confirm 
its  ufefulnefsi  in  PL  7.  Fig.  3.  it  is  fhewn 
by  itfelf,  and  in  Fig.  4.  upon  the  thigh 
with  the  frafture  cafe,  both  which  leave 
good  room  to  open  and  drefs  the  limb, 
without  removing  any  more  than  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  cafe  confined  with  the  liga¬ 
tures,  and  turnikits  which  are  of  excel¬ 
lent  ufe  iri  ftraitening  or  loofening  the  li¬ 
gatures,  without  any  hazard  of  giving  dis¬ 
turbance  to  the  limb, 

After  the  cafe  is  well  lined  with 
Wool  or  other  foft  materials,  the  tailed- 
bandage  fhould  be  laid  over  that  lining, 
having  the  upper  piece  fpread  with  Un¬ 
guent .  tripharm ,  or  Cerat.  album ,  to  receive 
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the  fractured  limb,  before  reduction,  that 
it  may  not  be  liable  to  difturbance  imme¬ 
diately  after  3  upon  which  it  fliould  be 
gently  extended  in  a  true  direction,  that 
as  little  pain  as  poffible  may  be  excited, 
increafing  the  extenfion  gradually  to  the 
neceflary  degree :  thus  the  bone  will  often 
be  reduced  without  much  uneafinefs  to  the 

i 

patient  3  but  when  the  extenfion  is  haftily 
made  with  great  force,  the  violence  of  the 
pain,  fometimes  throws  the  mufcles  into 
fucli  fpafmodic  contractions,  as  more  than 
counteract  any  extending  power  the  hand 
can  exert  to  bring  the  bone  into  a  reduci¬ 
ble  Rate.  If  the  machine  be  ufed  with  the 
cafe,  that  fliould  be  placed  under  it  at  firft 
for  the  fame  reafon. 

5. 

» 

P  l  a  s  t  e  R-compreffes  appear  to  me  the 
beft  to  prevent  an  exuberance  of  Callus  3 
and  when  a  limb  happens  to  be  diftorted, 
if  the  Callus  will  yield,  by  applying  one 
of  a  confiderable  thicknefs  to  the  protu¬ 
berant  part,  and  two  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  limb,  leaving  a  due  fpace  direCtly  op- 
polite  to  the  protuberance,  it  may,  by  the 
life  of  the  machine  to  extend  it,  and  by  the 
force  of  the  turnikit-ligatures  upon  the 

frac- 
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fracture  cafe,  be  gradually  reduced  to  a 
good  figure,  without  caufing  an  immode¬ 
rate  degree  of  pain,  as  1  have  experienced 
in  fome  inftances.  I  have  fucceeded  with¬ 
out  the  ufe  of  the  machine. 

The  fame  lulid  of  comprefles  are  alfo 
of  fignal  fervice  in  a  fracture  of  the  rib 
or  clavicle,  the  latter  of  which  requires 
nice  management  to  prevent  deformity; 
the  cavity  between  the  Sternum  and  Acro¬ 
mion  Scapula  fhould  be  gradually  filled  up 
with  them  and  other  comprefies,  with 
pieces  of  ftiff  paper  upon  them,  that  fuf- 
ficient  preffure  may  be  made  upon  the  frac¬ 
tured  part,  by  the  roller  artfully  turned 
fo  as  to  keep  the  fraftured  bone  gently 
extended  5  without  which  precautions  the 
Callus  will  frequently  prove  very  luxuriant. 
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Plate  VI. 

✓ 

/ 

Fig.  i.  The  inferior  piece,  which,  for  a 
limb  of  a  common  fize,  requires 
to  be  22  inches  long;  from  the 
hollow  at  the  ham  to  that  at  the 
heel  13  inches,  and  about  9 
broad  at  the  calf. 

1 

2.  The  fuperior  piece  fhould  be  about 

12  inches  long,  and  6  broad  at 
the  top. 

3.  The  fole-plece  may  be  10  or  12 

inches  long,  broad  at  the  top 
4 1,  at  the  bottom  3.I. 

4.  The  turnikits  and  wire  palling 

through  them,  ufed  in  firaiten- 
ing  the  circular  ligatures.  The 
turnikits  fhould  be  about 
inches  long,  refembling  a  pe~ 
ruke-maker  s  pipes. 

5.  The  fever al  pieces,  which  compofe 

the  cafe,  fhewn  upon  the  limb. 

Leather  flraps  and  buckles  may  be  ufed 
to  fupport  the  fole-piece  inftead  of  fillets. 
The  loops  for  the  fillets  to  pafs  through, 
may  be  made  with  large  brafs  wire  or  leather. 

Plate 


JTsulwo 


I 


♦ 


1 


/ 


V 


J 


■ 


\  /  -  •  J 


» 

*  .?«  '  -• 


.)  -  •• 


,  - 

' 

-  t.  .  _  • 


'  ’  . 

.‘X  Ss  Vj 


.  -  ■  ....  \  .  .. 

’ 


S 


•  \ 


' 


t 

■ 


* 


t 


•• 


. 

> 


. 

. 


... 


.  • 


t  • 


■ 


* 


CASES  and  REMARKS 


P  LATE  VII. 

i.  The  tranfom,  to  which  the  foie  is  fe« 
cured,  opens  and  is  fixed  by  the 
pin  5  and  the  machine  mayoccafi- 
onally  be  made  wider,  as  appears 
by  other  holes  in  the  tranfom, 
about  which,  on  each  fide  of  the 
foie,  fillets  are  to  be  tied,  coming 
from  a  dimity  or  canvas  piece  laced 
round  the  heel  and  inftep,  to 
make  the  extenfion  upon  the 
working  of  the  fcrews. 

2*  Shews  the  machine  and  cafe  together 
upon  the  limb. 

3.  The  longitudinal  parts  of  the  ma¬ 

chine  for  the  thigh,  are  defigned 
to  move  upon  the  circular  plates, 
by  which  means  it  may  be  acco¬ 
modated  to  limbs  of  a  different 
fize ;  and  as  there  is  a  pin  at  each 
end  of  the  circular  plates,  if  the 
limb  happens  to  be  larger  than 
ordinary,  ftraps  of  leather  may 
be  added. 

4.  Shews  the  machine  with  the  cafe 

upon  the  thigh.  There  fhould 
be  two  keys,  that  the  machine 
may  be  wrought  on  both  fides  at 
the  fame  time. 
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Remarks  upon  Amputation. 

% 

ry^HOUGH  the  prefervation  of  limbs 
JL  undoubtedly  gives  the  higheft  plea- 
fure  and  reputation  to  Surgeons,  and  is 
the  object  they  ought  always  to  have  in 
view;  yet,  when  amputation  is  found  ab- 
folutely  necelfary  to  fave  life,  there  are 
fome  circumftances  worth  attending  care¬ 
fully  to  for  the  cafe  and  benefit  of  the 
patient. 

Surgeons  have  long  complained  of 
the  great  inconveniences  attending  a  want 
of  flefh,  to  cover  the  end  of  the  bone  in 
amputation  above  the  knee,  by  which  the 
cure  is  much  retarded ;  the  flump  left  in  a 
conical  form  when  cured,  and  more  liable 
to  external  injuries  ever  after. 

I  n  order  to  prevent  thefe  inconveniences, 
many  methods  have  been  propofed  and 
tried,  which  have  not  fully  anfwered  the 
end.  In  PI.  8.  is  the  figure  of  a  retraftor 
made  of  firm  ftrong  leather,  which  I  in¬ 
vented 
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vented  and  firft  ufed  in  1739,  and,  if  rights 
ly  applied  and  managed,  I  am  convinced 
by  repeated  trials,  will  effectually  anfwer 
the  purpofe :  the  length  of  it  for  a  limb 
of  a  common  iize,  fhould  be  14  inches, 
the  breadth  in  the  middle  about  5,  and 
the  diameter  of  the  central  hole  a  little 
more  than  . one :  the  lines  direct  the  divi- 
fion  of  it. 

After  making  the  double  circular 
iricifion  with  the  utmoft  exadtnefs,  in  the 
ufual  manner,  the  operator  may  ufe  either 
of  the  fhort  knives  defcribed  in  the  fame 
plate,  to  divide  the  mufcles  quite  round, 
about  two  inches  up,  clofe  to  the  Periof- 
teum  \  then  put  on  the  Ret  raB or ,  adapting 
the  hole  of  it  well  round  the  bone  upon 
the  Periojteum ,  deliring  an  affiflant  to  draw 
up  the  mufcles  equally  and  regularly  with 
it,  as  far  as  fhall  be  thought  neceffary  5  af¬ 
ter  this,  the  bone  is  to  be  fawn  as  near  the 
RefraBor  as  poffible,  without  paying  any 
regard  to  the  Periofteum>  which  will  be  no 
impediment  to  the  motion  of  the  faw ; 
the  more  the  bone  be  denudated  of  this 
membrane,  the  more  liable  it  will  be  to 
exfoliate  *  but  if  the  Surgeon  chufes  to 
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t  m 

fcrape  the  Periofteum  off  the  bone  before 
he  laws  it,  he  will  have  a  fairer  opportu¬ 
nity  of  doing  fo  when  the  mufcles  are  thus 
retraced.  The  RetraElor  has  a  farther 
ufe,  for,  by  inclofmg  the  fiefh,  it  defends 
it  from  the  faw,  and  makes  a  more  decent 
appearance  in  the  eyes  of  the  fpeftators, 
which  is  a  matter  of  fome  conference. 

As  much  flefh  may  be  faved  by  thefe 
means  as  the  Surgeon  judges  proper;  I 
have  found  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two 
inches  fufficient,  which  I  always  made  an 
allowance  for,  as  far  as  I  could,  in  the 
circular  incifion.  When  the  mufcles,  &c. 
are  brought  down  equally,  and  cover  the 
end  of  the  bone,  ftrips  of  common  plafter 
applied  at  due  diftances,  palling  through 
flits  at  the  end  of  the  flump  over  the  ufual 
drefling,  and  reflected  four  or  five  inches 
up  the  thigh  will  prove  powerful  enough 
to  keep  them  in  that  fituation,  and  be  eafy 
to  the  patient :  thus  a  ftronger  p  refill  re 
may  be  made  at  the  end  of  the  flump,  if 
required,  than  can  well  be  by  the  roller; 
but  when  a  ftrong  prefiure  is  not  required, 
the  ftrips  of  plafter  only  decuflating  at 

the 
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the  end  of  the  flump  will  be  fufficient, 
without  paffing  through  flits. 

I  have  recommended  this  method  to, 
and  pradtifed  it  in  the  prefence  of,  feveral 
of  my  ingenious  brethren ;  it  has  met 
with  their  approbation,  and  after  trying  it 
themfelves,  they  have  allured  me  that  it 
fully  anfwers  the  intention  :  fince  I  fol¬ 
lowed  this  method,  I  have  cured  many 
flumps  without  any  projection,  or  viflble 
exfoliation  of  the  bone;  or  the  cicatrice 
being  near  fo  broad  as  ufual.  In  the  laft 
amputation  I  performed  upon  the  thigh, 
there  was  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  doing  it 
much  higher  up  than  ordinary,  yet,  though 
it  was  a  large  limb,  the  cicatrice  was  but  a 
few  lines  broader  than  the  diameter  of  the 
bone,  which  was  left  concealed  in  a  little 
cavity ;  the  flump  was  fpeedily  healed  with¬ 
out  any  exfoliation.  (a) 


(a)  Near  ten  years  ago  a  friend  of  mine  was  at  Paris% 
who  had  fome  converfation  upon  this  fubjefl  with  the 
Surgeon  whofe  pupil  he  was,  and  he  approved  the  me¬ 
thod  :  at  an  Univerfcy,  where  he  was  afterwards  a  flu- 
dent,  he  mentioned  the  fame  to  a  Surgeon  of  an  Hof- 
pital  there,  who  was  by  him  induced  to  try  it,  and  he 
laid  that  it  anfwered  the  intention  much  to  his  fatisfac- 
tion. 
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The  pailing  of  the  needle  very  deep’ 
and  including  a  great  circumference  of 
flefh,  &c.  within  the  ligatures,  in  taking 
up  the  arteries,  create  unneceffary  pain, 
without  fo  effectually  anfwering  the  main 
end  and  purpofe ;  for  they  will  foon  cut 
through  the  foft  flefh,  and  may  not  then 
fufficiently  comprefs  the  veffels  to  prevent 
future  bleeding  5  befides  they  often  lay  the 
foundation  of  Sinufes  troublefome  to  cure, 
and  caufe  other  inconveniences ;  there¬ 
fore  all  pofllble  care  fliould  be  obferved 
in  paffing  the  needle,  which  may  be  more 
certainly  done  without  inclofing  too  much 
of  any  fubftance,  when  the  mouth  of  the 
veffel  can  be  difeovered  without  loofening 
the  tourniquet-ligature;  and  thole  well 
acquainted  with  the  courfc  of  the  arteries, 
after  the  blood  is  well  fpunged  up,  will  be 
able  to  difeern,  and  take  up  moft  of  them 
neceffary  to  pay  regard  to,  without  being 
(hewn  them  in  that  manner ;  but  when  it 
is  required  to  loofen  the  tourniquet-liga¬ 
ture,  it  fhould  be  done  very  flowly  and 
cautioufly,  that  the  blood  may  not  flow 
with  impetuofity;  the  leaf!:  bubbling  ap¬ 
pearance  of  it  at  the  mouth  of  the  veffel 

will 
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will  be  direction  enough  to  an  operator 
that  is  not  precipitate* 

Pain  is  a  fruitful  evil  that  requires 
the  utmoft  attention  to  prevent  or  remove; 
therefore  above  all  things  ftrait  bandage 
fhould  be  avoided,  to  which  from  the  in¬ 
terruption  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
may  juftly  be  afcribed  not  only  pain  but 
many  of  the  mofr  threatening  confequen- 
tial  fymptoms ;  a  very  little  reflection  will 
fufficiently  convince  us  of  the  abfupdity 
of  the  practice,  and  that  inftead  of  pre¬ 
venting,  it  tends  directly  to  caufe  a  frefli 
haemorrhage,  as  has  been  demonflxated  by 
one  of  the  greateft  men  of  the  age.  (a ) 

Soft  lint  evenly  applied,  a  plafter  of 
Unguent .  tripharm.  or  Ceraf.  alb.  confined 
with  flips  of  common  plafter  and  a  knitted 
woollen  cap  will  be  found  drefling  and 
bandage  fufficient  in  whatever  part  ampu¬ 
tation  is  performed,  which  readily  yield¬ 
ing  to  the  diftention  of  the  veflels  upon 
the  increafed  force  and  velocity  of  the 
blood,  will  allow  a  more  uninterrupted 

(a)  ProfeiTor  Monro  at  Edinburgh; 


reflux; 


reflux ;  confequently  lefs  pain,  fever  and 
inflammation ;  not  fo  much  offcnfive  gleet, 
and  a  quicker  digeftion  of  the  wound,  as 
I  have  obferved  in  many  inftances.  Hence 
we  may  reafonably  infer,  that  the  patient’s 
life  will  be  expofed  to  lefs  danger  if  ftrait 
bandage  be  omitted  in  amputation.  As 
this  method  of  dreffing  after  the  operation 
is  the  moft  Ample  and  expeditious,  as  well 
as  the  eafieft  and  fafeft,  it  may  particular¬ 
ly  merit  the  confideration  of  Gentlemen  of 
the  Faculty  employed  in  the  Army  and 
Navy. 


In  order  to  make  the  circular  mciilon  with  the  more 
exaffnefs,  the  ufe  of  a  leather  inftead  of  a  common 
fillet  is  advifeable  to  thofe  not  converfant  in  amputation  ; 
one  or  two  thicknefles  of  which  rife  enough  above  the 
fuperficies  of  the fkin  to  bean  unerring  direction  to  the 
knife  even  in  an  hand  not  quite  fteady  ;  there  is  ano¬ 
ther  advantage  as  it  keeps  themufcles  fiimer  together 
to  refift  the  knife,  which  are  frequently  very  flabby 
where  this  operation  is  requifite  :  a  fecond  fillet,  about 
three  fourths  of  an  inch  from  the  fir  ft  may  lomeftmes 
be  found  neceflary  to  the  {lime  purpofe  ;  for  in  the 
cure  of  the  flump  much  depends  upon  an  exa<5t  and 
regular  fe<ftion  .of  thefkin,  Membrana  adipofa,  and  the 
mufcles  :  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  may  be  cut,  clpe- 
tially  the  mufcles,  to  a  greater  exa<ftnefs  with  a  ftrait 
knife. 

Inftead  of  the  common  tourniquet  and  ligature  I 
have  fome  years  ufedMr.  Freke' s  machine,  which  is  lu- 
perior  to  any  contrivance  I  have  feen  for  that  purpole  ; 
but  when  this  is  not  at  hand  it  will  be  prudent  to  affix 

K  two 
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two  ligatures  to  the  comprefs,  one  of  which  may  be 
roiled  up  and  pinned  back  out  of  the  way,  to  have  in 
readinefs  if  the  other  fhould  happen  to  break  :  I  give 
this  caution,  having  been  prefent  when  I  was  a  young 
man  upon  fuch  an  alarming  drcumfbance  happening  in 
the  middle  of  the  operation,  upon  the  thigh  of  a  flout 
man,  which  threw  the  operator  into  confufion,  and 
made  an  impreflion  upon  the  fpeftators  to  our  difad- 
vantage  ;  it  was  owing  to  the  perfon  employed  in  hold¬ 
ing  the  tourniquet  inadvertently  twifting  the  ligature 
too  much  ;  therefore  great  care  fhould  be  taken  in  ty¬ 
ing  it,  fo  that  one  turn  of  the  flick  or  a  very  little 
more  may  make  it  flrait  enough  :  ever  fince  this  acci¬ 
dent  I  have  been  particularly  careful  in  this  point. 
There  is  no  hazard  of  the  ligature’s  breaking  thus  in 
Mr.  Ft  eke  s  machine,  as  it  rolls  round  a  cylinder,  nor 
does  it  pucker  the  flabby  fkin  ;  befides  it  is  much  more 
expeditioufly  firaitened  and  loofened  than  the  common 
tourniquet  or  that  of  Monfr.  Petit  ;  but  inflead  of  the 
wooden  it  fhould  have  a  foft  comprefs  and  of  larger 
dimenfions. 
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Of  a  compound  fra&ure,  and  an  am¬ 
putation  in  confequence  oi  it,  at¬ 
tended  with  very  remarkable  cir- 
cumftances. 

December  12th,  1756, 

MR.  L  apt  an  of  Difs ,  a  man  of  ge¬ 
nius  and  great  abilities  in  his  pro- 
fefiion,  defired  me  to  join  in  confultation 
with  him,  and  fome  other  Surgeons,  in 
the  cafe  of  a  man  aged  about  thirty  live," 
of  an  indifferent  habit  of  body,  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  day  before  a  compound  frac¬ 
ture  upon  his  leg,  by  a  waggon  going 
over  it. 

W  e  found  a  piece  of  the  whole  fub- 
ftance  of  the  Tibia ,  and  another  of  the 
Fibula  between  four  and  five  inches  long, 
exaftly  correfponding  with  each  other  in 
length,  loofe  in  the  wound;  the  mufcles, 
&c.  contufed  and  lacerated  in  a  molt  un¬ 
common  manner. 

After  flridlly  examining  the  cafe,  we 
were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  amputa¬ 
te  2  tion 
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tion  without  delay  was  moil  advifeable  ;  it 
was  accordingly  performed,  in  which  feme 
circumftances  occurred  that  we  were  not 
aware  of :  we  thought  we  had  indifputa- 
b!y  determined  for  the  beft,  in  agreeing 
to  take  off  the  limb  below  the  knee,  from 
what  we  obferved  externally,  and  by  the 
examination  we  made  with  our  fingers  in 
the  wound;  but  in  the  operation,  the 
flefh  between  the  bones  was  found  fo  foft, 
that  it  w;ould  not  refill  the  knife,  and  the 
Fibula  was  fo  loofe  at  its  j undiion  with 
the  Fibia ,  that  it  could  not  be  fawn  with¬ 
out  great  difficulty,  though  the  perfons 
who  held  the  limb,  took  particular  care 
to  keep  it  Heady  both  above  and  below : 
we  alfo  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  ap¬ 
prehend  the  artery,  inclofed  in  this  foft 
flefh,  which  would  not  well  bear  the  liga¬ 
ture,  and  probably  from  that  condition  of 
the  flefh,  the  veffel  had  liberty  to  retradl 
farther  than  it  could  otherwife  have  done. 


From  the  loofenefs  of  the  remainder 
of  the  Fibula  and,  the  flefhy  fubftance  be¬ 
tween  that  and  the  Fibia  having  fuffered 
fo  much,  we  were  of  opinion,  that  the 
bones  were  broken  by  the  firfl  wheel,  and 

the 
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the  fecond  coming  upon  that  part  of  the 
Fibula ,  nipped  the  intermediate  fubftance 
between  it  and  the  Fibia,  as  in  a  vice. 

Every  thing  promifed  fuccefs  till  the 
feventh  day  after  the  operation,  when  a 
violent  effufion  of  blood  proceeded  from 
the  vefTel  that  was  inveloped  in  the  foft 
contufed  flefh,  whilft  Mr.  Layman  was 
dreffing  the  flump.  The  ufe  of  the  needle 
and  ligature  was  now  judged  impractica¬ 
ble,  from  the  great  lofs  of  mufcular  fub¬ 
ftance  far  up  between  the  bones,  nor  could 
Mr  .Layman,  after  having  checked  the  he¬ 
morrhage  with  the  tourniquet,  make  the 
artery  bleed  again,  though  he  let  the  liga¬ 
ture  quite  loole  and  waited  a  confiderable 
time  for  that  purpofe :  he  then  applied  a 
piece  of  Agaric  of  the  Oak,  as  nearly  as 
he  could  guefs  over  the  mouth  of  the  vef- 
fel,  with  good  compreflion. 

After  having  proceeded  thus  far  he 
difpatched  a  meflenger  for  me,  that  we 
might  confider  together  how  to  guard  a- 
gainft  this  impending  danger.  Two  days 
after,  we  were  again  alarmed  with  an  hae¬ 
morrhage  from  the  fame  vefTel,  which 

K  3  '  ‘  proved 
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proved  fo  violent  as  to  bring  the  patient's 
life  into  the  moft  imminent  danger, 
though  a  perfon  conftantly  attended  to 
ufe  the  tourniquet  occafionally,  but  he 
was  not  vigilant  in  his  poll. 

As  the  needle  and  ligature  were  now 
become  entirely  ufelefs,  and  the  Agaric 
had  proved  ineffectual,  we  had  recourfe 
to  a  vitriol  button,  after  Hopping  the 
courfe  of  the  blood  with  a  tourniquet,  and 
kept  the  ligature  ftrait  until  we  thought 
the  Efchar  was  formed :  in  the  dreffmg 
we  applied  lint  and  little  pieces  of  ftiff 
paper,  with  fmall  compreffes  of  cloth,  fo 
as  to  rife  fufficiently  above  the  furface  of 
the  Hump,  that  the  compreffive  force  might 
be  increafed,  as  occafion  fhould  require, 
particularly  and  direftly  over  the  veffel, 
without  affecting  the  flump  in  general. 
Having  done  thus,  we  gave  him  an  opi¬ 
ate,  and  employed  a  perfon  to  make  a 
conftant  preffure  with  his  hand  at  the  end 
of  the  flump  over  a  circular  piece  of  ftiff 
paper,  but  not  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  caufe 
much  pain :  then  we  fpeedily  contrived  a 
machine  to  aCt  more  equally  and  effectu¬ 
ally  than  the  hand ;  both  of  us  recolleCt- 
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ing  what  Monfr .  Petit  has  wrote  upon  this 
fubje£t,  at  once  fell  upon  his  plan,  but  we 
made  our  machine  much  lighter,  lefs  com¬ 
plex,  and  more  powerful,  as  the  fixt  points 
were  upon  the  Ihoulders,  than  that  which 
he  invented  for  the  Marquifs  of  P^othelin, 
whofe  life  was  reduced  to  the  utmoil  dan¬ 
ger,  by  an  effufion  of  blood  twenty  one 
days  after  the  amputation  of  his  thigh,  (a) 

W  e  agreed  upon  dreffing  again  three 
days  after,  and  then  to  apply  buff-leather, 
anfwerable  to  the  extent  of  the  Efchar , 
moiftened  with  ardent  fpirits  in  order  to 
prolong  the  fall  of  the  Efchar:  this  we 
thought  was  the  beft  fubftance  to  refift  the 
Impetus  of  the  blood  at  the  mouth  of  the 
artery;  and  it  was  ufed  after  the  repara¬ 
tion  of  the  Efchar ,  until  nature  fuppiied 
a  ftrong,  and  a  better,  covering  of  flefli. 

(a)  The  relation  of  this  extraordinary  cafe  is  infect¬ 
ed  at  large  in  the  Mem.  de  V  Acad.  Roy.  dcs  Sciences  for 
the  year  1731,  and  epitomized  in  the  Elogy  upon  that  ce¬ 
lebrated  Surgeon  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Mem.  de 
r  Acad,  de  chirurgie  ;  he  then  wrote  a  dillertation  con¬ 
cerning  Coagulums  of  blood  in  the  arteries,  as  the 
means  of  flopping  the  haemorrhage  after  amputation, 
and  took  great  pains  to  propagate  and  eflabliih  that 
notion,  which  his  own  patient’s  cafe  as  well  as  this  of 
our’s  feems  to  overthrow. 

K  4 
« 


The 


1 16  CASES  and  REMARKS 

•A# 

*  # 

The  tourniquet  was  conflantly  ufed 
during  the  time  of  dreffing,  and  conti¬ 
nued  until  the  machine  was  again  wellad- 
j  lifted,  which  the  patient  faid  always  made 
his  flump  eafier,  by  a  moderate  degree  of 
prelfure  at  the  end  5  and  the  reafon  of 
that  erfedt  is  obvious  enough.  We  ufed 
Freke  s  tourniquet,  and  that  the  frequent 
application  of  it  might  not  affedt  the 
thigh,  the  place  was  frequently  changed., 
and  well  defended  againft  the  ligature. 

After  this  we  had  no  farther  trouble 
from  the  bleeding,  the  flump  healed  kind¬ 
ly,  and  the  patient  recovered  as  good 
health  as  before  the  accident.  We  do  at¬ 
tribute  the  prefervation  of  his  life,  in  a 
great  meafure,  to  the  life  of  this  machine, 
which  is  defcribed  in  PI.  9.  For  a  flump 
of  a  common  fize  the  external  plate  may 
be  about  five  inches  in  diameter,  the  inter¬ 
nal  four :  they  may  be  made  circular,  or  a  lit¬ 
tle  elliptical,  or  of  fuch  a  figure  as  the  Sur¬ 
geon  thinks  fit. 

Among  the  reft  of  otir  chirurgical  converfation  at 
this  meeting,  mention  was  made  of  an  accident,  in 
which  one  ot  the  arteries  between  the  £ Libia  and  Fibu- 
t>i  was  opened  about  the  middle  of  the  leg,  and  the 

bleed- 
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bleeding  flopped  from  time  to  time  by  various  methods, 
but  at  lafl  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  amputate  the 
limb. 

Upon  reflection  it  occurred  to  me,  that  in  this  cafe 
the  removal  of  two  or  three  inches  of  the  Fibula  was 
practicable ;  which  probably  might  have  given  a  fair 
opportunity  of  coming  at  the  bleeding  vefTsl,  and 
proved  the  means  of  preferving  the  limb. 


Plate 
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P  L  ATE-  IX. 

a,  a .  Circular  ligatures  to  pin  the  bands  to* 
intended  to  pafs  over  the  (bould¬ 
ers,  in  order  to  keep  them  parallel, 
and  they  fhould  alfo  be  pinned  to 
a  walte  band  for  the  fame  purpofe, 

b.  The  tourniquet  and  ligature, 

c.  c.  The  fillets,  pafiing  through  the  up¬ 
per  and  lower  flits,  to  keep  the 
machine  fteady  and  in  a  true  di¬ 
rection  when  pinned  to  the  ban¬ 
dage. 

If  the  machine  be  ufed  above  the  knee, 
it  may  be  better  to  have  the  bands  pafs  on 
the  anterior  and  pofterior  parts  of  the 
thigh  than  on  the  fides,  to  prevent  obli¬ 
quity  in  their  direction.  How  far  this 
little  inconvenience  might  be  prevented, 
by  palling  in  that  manner,  when  the  ma¬ 
chine  is  wanted  below  the  knee,  I  have 
riot  yet  experienced. 
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The  opinion  concerning  Coagulums 
of  blood  plugging  up  the  arteries 
after  amputation  of  a  limb,  brief- 
ly  confidered. 

INGENIOUS  men  fometimes  offer 
experiments  which  are  defective,  or  ob- 
fervations  not  well  confidered,  to  fupport 
their  favourite  notions :  and  when  men  of 
the  greatefl  characters  and  abilities  advance 
any  theory,  urging  at  the  fame  time  an 
experiment,  or  obfervation  to  enforce  it, 
we  are  too  apt  to  yield  our  affent,  with¬ 
out  making  fuch  inquiry  into  it,  as  every 
inveftigator  of  truth  ought  to  do. 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe  in 
regard  to  Monfr.  Petit ,  concerning  Coagu - 
lums  of  blood  being  formed  in  the  arte¬ 
ries,  as  the  means  of  flopping  the  hae¬ 
morrhage  after  amputation:  that  great 
man,  and  thofe  who  have  adopted  his  no¬ 
tion,  pofitively  affert,  that  upon  examin¬ 
ing  after  the  death  of  the  patient,  they 
found  Coagulums  of  blood  continued  up 

thofe 
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thofe  canals  even  to  the  length  of  four 
inches :  but  granting  this  to  be  a  fa6t,  it 
cannot  be  admitted  as  conclufive  evidence 
of  their  -  exiftence  before,  or  until  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  in  Extremis ,  when  probably  they 
may  begin  to  be  formed. 

According  to  that  Hypothefis,  the 
coagulated  blood  mu  ft  either  remain  in 
the  veftels  or  liquify  and  return  in  a  pu¬ 
trid  ftate;  againft  which,  I  think,  many 
weighty  objections  might  be  brought,  and 
experiments  made  to  put  the  matter  be¬ 
yond  controverfy.  It  appears  to  me  high¬ 
ly  reafonable,  that  the  native  heat  of  the 
part,  and  the  action  of  the  veftels,  keep  the 
blood  in  a  ftate  of  fluidity  fit  to  be  received 
by  the  collateral  branches,  when  checked 
by  natural  or  artificial  means  in  its  direft 
progreffive  courfe,  after  amputation  of  the 
limb,  and  that  the  divided  veftels  then  re¬ 
tracing,  coilapfe  and  coalefce  as  far  as 
their  firft  ramifications,  having  their  mouths 
loon  fealed  up  with  flefh,  growing  from 
the  nutritious  veftels,  which  work  of  na¬ 
ture  is  pretty  evident  upon  the  ftump. 

The  ufe  of  fungous  fubfhmces  in  reflraining  hae¬ 
morrhages,  is  the  revival  of  an  ancient  practice,  as 
appears  from  many  undoubted  authorities. 


If 
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If  Agaric  of  the  oak  could  have  been  depended  upon 
in  all  cafes,  inflead  of  the  needle  and  ligature,  a  pain¬ 
ful  part  of  operations  would  have  been  fpared,  and  it 
mull  then  have  been  confidered  as  a  difcovery  worthy 
of  the  high  Encomiums  bellowed  upon  it  by  ita  advocates 
at  firft,  who  undoubtedly  had  the  good  of  mankind  in 
view.  I  ufed  the  Agaric  twice  fuccefsfully  in  amputa¬ 
tions  below  the  knee,  as  appears  by  my  letter  to  Mr, 
JVarner ,  Surgeon  to  Guy's  Hofpital ,  which  he  delired  I 
would  confent  to  the  publication  of  in  the  Philofophical 
<Tranfa5iims ;  but  it  required  great  care  in  the  applica¬ 
tion,  and  I  never  durft  venture  to  rely  upon  its  power 
above  the  knee ;  hill,  I  think,  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  a 
prudent  Surgeon,  and  worth  keeping  by  him. 

I  have  lince  made  fome  experiments,  by  which  it  does 
not  appear  to  have  the  charatteriftic  of  a  ftyptic,  or  to 
a<5t  by  a  corrugating  property, but  rather  by  its  foft  tex¬ 
ture  and  adhelive  quality  :  therefore,  if  that  or  any 
other  fimilar  fubflance  Ihould  be  farther  tried  in  am¬ 
putations,  I  would  recommend  the  ufe  of  the  machine 
already  mentioned,  which  Mr.  Layman  and  I  ufed  in 
his  patient’s  cafe,  and  which  he  has  fince  ufed  with 
great  advantage. 


A  cafe 
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A  cafe  in  which  the  Tibia  was  affec¬ 
ted  to  an  extraordinary  degree  in 
a  very  fhort  time,  by  a  critical  dif- 
eharge  of  febrile  matter  upon  a 
leg,  which  had  been  fractured 
fome  years  before. 

JA.  of  N.  B .  aged  about  forty,  was 
*  feized  on  February ,  1740,  with  a  fe¬ 
ver,  attended  with  moil:  violent  fymptoms, 
and  in  about  a  fortnight,  a  fwelling  fud- 
denly  appeared  up  the  whole  leg,  accom¬ 
panied  with  great  inflammation  and  pain; 
matter  was  foon  difcovered  from  the  knee 
to  the  ancle,  which  upon  opening  was 
found  very  ill-conditioned,  and  the  bone 
carious  its  whole  length. 

Mr.  Barker ,  an  old  practitioner  of 
great  fkill  and  experience  and  his  fon  were 
concerned ;  Mr.  Layman  and  I  being  con- 
fulted  were  of  opinion,  that  amputation 
was  the  only  means  of  preferving  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  life. 


Upon 
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Upon  examining  the  limb  after  it  was 
taken  off,  we  found  the  Tibia  full  of  pu¬ 
rulent  matter  inftead  of  marrow,  which 
had  corroded  the  bone  quite  through  in  an 
infinite  number  of  places,  and  in  two  places 
it  was  totally  divided,  as  appears  by  a  re- 
prefentation  of  it,  in  Ph  io.  Fig.  4.  No 
part  of  the  bone  was  free  from  the  Caries, 
but  the  callus  had  evidently  moft  refilled 
the  acrimony  of  the  matter. 

The  man  was  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion  to  bear  the  operation,  on  account  of 
the  fever,  a  cough,  &c.  but  it  fucceeded, 
and  he  recovered  a  good  Rate  of  health. 

The  dreadful  ravages  the  febrile  matter 
here  made  in  the  bony  compages,  is  a  con¬ 
vincing  evidence,  to  what  an  high  degree 
of  acrimony  and  corrofivenefs  animal  juices 
may  arrive  in  a  fhort  time. 


An 
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An  ulcer  with  a  Caries  of  the  'Tibia 
in  which  the  adtual  cautery  leemed 
of  fignal  fervice. 

June,  1743. 

I  Was  confulted  for  the  Daughter  of 
Mr.  S.  of  TV.  at  the  defire  of  her  Sur¬ 
geon.  She  was  of  a  lax  cachedtic  habit, 
and  had  an  ulcer  upon  her  leg  with  a  Ca¬ 
ries  of  the  bone  of  about  four  years  Hand¬ 
ing,  extending  from  three  or  four  inches 
below  the  knee  near  to  the  ancle-joint, 
which  had  been  rationally  treated  by  feve- 
ral  Surgeons,  without  the  ufe  of  the  cau- 


After  carefully  examining  the  cafe, 
finding  the  bone  foft  the  whole  length  of 
the  Caries  and  covered  with  hard  ill-con¬ 
ditioned  fiefh,  growing  unequally  out  of 
the  bone  itfelf  to  a  confiderable  thicknefs, 
I  imagined  that  the  firft  Hep  towards  fay¬ 
ing  the  limb  mutt  be  bringing  the  bone  in¬ 
to  a  ftate  of  drynefs,  with  the  adtual  cau¬ 
tery, 
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cautery,  the  whole  extent  of  the  Caries , 
In  order  to  prevent  the  growth  of  fun¬ 
gous  flefh  from  thence ;  for  though 
many  exfoliations  had,  from  time  to 
time,  been  obtained,  yet  they  did  not 
prove  fufficient  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
healing; 

A  s  cauftics  had  been  long  tried  in  vain 
to  lay  the  bone  bare  and  keep  it  fo,  the 
patient  and  her  Surgeon  readily  confent- 
ing,  I  cut  quite  round  the  ulcer  to  the 
bone,  encompaffing  all.  the  bad  flefh  by 
the  incifion,  then  fcraped  it  clean  off,  and 
as  much  of  the  foft  bone  along  with  it 
as  was  practicable,  with  a  Scalprum ,  and 
dreffed  with  dry  lint;  two  days  after* 
when  that  was  removed,  the  cauteriza¬ 
tion  of  the  bone  to  drynefs,  effectually 
prevented  any  future  vegetation  of  bad 
flefh  to  obftruCt  the  cure.  Afterwards  I 
perforated  the  bone  in  feveral  places  with 
a  fmall  crown  of  the  ‘Trepan ,  and  found 
,  it  affected  in  its  whole  thick nefs  as  I  luf- 
peCted.  The  weaknefs  of  the  bone  con¬ 
fined  the  patient  to  her  bed,  and  obliged 
us  to  keep  the'  limb  encompaffed  with  a 

L  cafe 
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cafe  of  ftiff  paper,  for  fome  time,  as  in  a 
frafture. 

In  confequence  of  this  method  fuch 
exfoliations  were  obtained,  as  laid  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  cure,  which  now  proceed¬ 
ed  very  well,  but  it  was  a  work  of  long 
time  to  complete  it.  Particular  care  was 
taken  to  correft  the  Dyfcracy  of  her  blood, 
by  diet  and  medicine.  She  enjoys  to  this 
day  good  health  and  has  no  manner  of 
complaint  in  the  limb. 

Though  the  actual  cautery  is  juffcly  decried  in  carious 
bones  in  general,  by  the  ableft  pradfitioners  of  the  prc- 
fent  age,  yet  this  Species  of  Caries  feems  to  require  the 
rate  of  it,  and  I  am  convinced,  from  feveral  inftances, 
that  it  admits  of  it  to  great  advantage  :  it  anfwered  be¬ 
yond  our  expedfation  in  this  particular  cafe,  and  I  ne¬ 
ver  faw  fo  ftrong  an  inflance  of  its  efficacy  :  though  it 
muff  carry  terror  with  it,  yet  this  patient  faid  Ihe  had 
fuffered  much  more,  to  no  purpofe,  by  the  application 
and  frequent  repetition  of  the  cauffics. 

When  the  dread  of  the  patient  will  not  allow  of  the 
life  of  the  adtual  cautery  in  a  cafe  of  this  nature,  after 
making  the  bone  bare  as  mentioned,  the  Lap .  infernal , 
or  Cauf.  co?nmun.  fort,  and  Spirit .  Vitrioli  may  fupply 
its  place,  in  bringing  the  dilfempered  bone  into  the  ffate 
of  a  dry  Caries ,  by  firff  rubbing  it  well  with  a  piece  of 
the  cauftic,  and  then  finking  a  fmall  quantity  of  the 
fpirit  over  it  with  a  feather.  This  method  I  haye  alfo 
tried  with  good  efFedb 
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Celfusk ays,  de  Morbls  Offium,  pag.  539.  Edit.  Vand. 
Linden,  Oportet  ante  omnia  os  nuda>ey  ulcere  excijo,  iff 
fi  latius  ejl  ejus  vitium ,  quam  ulcus  fuit,  carnem  fubjecarc, 
donee  undique  os  integrum  pat efiat :  turn  id  quod  pirogue  eft, 
femel  iterumve  fat  is  ejl  admeto  f  'err  ament  0  adurere ,  ut  ex 
eo  fquama  fecedat ;  aut  radere  donee  jam  alt  quid  c>  uor  is  of. 
tetidatur *  qua  integri  ojfts  nota  ejl  \  nam  tie.  efje  ejl  arid  urn 
fit  idy  quod  vitiaium  ejt% 
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Of  weak  and  diftorted  limbs. 

H  E  general  rules  to  be  obferved  in 


A  the  management  of  them  are,  flip- 
porting  the  weak  parts,  oppofing  the  in¬ 
clination  of  the  bones  and  counteracting 
the  bending  force,  without  creating  pain 
or  interrupting  the  circulation  of  the  blood* 
Certainly  it  is  not  lefs  neceffary,  that  the 
parts  of  our  fabric,,  connected  in  a  won¬ 
derful  manner,  fhould  have  a  juft  and 
regular  bearing  one  upon  another  for 
ftrength  and  fupport,  than  thofe  of  any 
piece  of  architecture. 

A  machine  of  the  kind  (hewn  in 
PL  ii.  I  have  by  experience  found  very 
ufeful,  in  curing  and  relieving  various  dis¬ 
orders  of  the  knee  and  ancle-joints,  when 
other  methods  had  not  fucceeded. 


When  there  is  great  vveaknefs  in  thefe 
joints,  and  they  are  apt  to  incline  inwards 
or  outwards  in  young  or  old  fubjeCts,  the 
common  bandages  cannot  refill  the  incli¬ 


nation 
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nation  of  the  bones  5  and  if  applied  very 
ftrait  with  a  view  of  giving  fupport  to 
the  relaxed  parts,  they  may  fo  far  inter¬ 
rupt  the  circulation  of  the  blood  as  to 
caufe  an  atrophy  of  the  limb,  which  I  have 
feen  more  than  once  from  fuch  mifmanage- 
ment. 

I  f  a  weakened  limb  be  kept  in  its  true 
direction,  Nature  alone  will  frequently  re- 
ftore  its  proper  tone  or  elafticity  5  but  if 
it  falls  into  an  ill  pofition,  until  that  be 
rectified,  little  relief  can  reafonably  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  moft  efficacious  applica¬ 
tions. 

A  f  e  w  years  ago  I  was  confulted  about 
a  gentleman’s  fon,  who  had  long  been  lame 
in  his  ancle-joint,  and  treated  with  the 
common  applications  and  bandages,  un¬ 
der  which  he  grew  daily  worfe :  1  found 
the  ligaments  much  relaxed,  and  the  "Tibia 
by  degrees  had  loft  its  perpendicular  direc¬ 
tion,  projecting  a  great  way  over  xhzA/ira- 
galus ,  by  which  means  the  limb  became 
extremely  weak,  and  the  point  of  the  Fi¬ 
bula  bore  hard  againft  the  external  part  of 

L  3  the 
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the  ancle,  caufing  almoft  intolerable  pain 
there,  every  ftep  he  made* 

In  this  cafe  I  directed  a  moveable  eafy 
pad  fhould  be  added  to  the  machine,  to 
bear  againft  the  protuberant  part  of  the 
bone,  which,  by  virtue  of  a  (crew,  a£ted 
Upon  it  gradually  juft  as  it  could  be  born, 
and  was  found  neceffary ;  by  turning  the 
fcrew  a  little  every  day,  the  limb  was 
foon  reduced  to  its  natural  pofitiqn  with¬ 
out  exciting  pain  of  any  confequence* 
and  in  a  few  months  he  walked  very 
well,  without  the  affiftance  of  the  machine 
or  a  flick. 

Sometimes  I  have  directed  it  to  be 
made  double,  in  order  to  pafs  both  on  the 
infide  and  outfide  of  the  limb,  for  the 
greater  fupport  and  fecurity. 

About  three  years  ago  I  fo  far  re~* 
lieved  a  gentleman’s  wife,  by  this  means, 
as  to  enable  her  to  walk,  though  by  ex¬ 
ternal  injuries  done  to  both  knees  (he 
had  been  quite  lame  for  a  long  while: 
(n  this  cafe  the  plates  that  bore  againft 
lie;*  (me£s  °n  each  fide,  were  broader  than 
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ordinary  and  concave,  lined  with  leather 
and  fluffed  very  foft  with  wool.  She  is 
now  able  to  walk  without  any  affiftance. 

In  the  year  1735,  I  had  a  machine  of 
this  fort  made  for  a  gentleman’s  daughter, 
to  receive  the  hip,  in  order  to  take  the 
weight  as  much  as  poffible  off  the  knee, 
which  was  become  extremely  weak,  pain¬ 
ful  and  ufelefs,  from  an  extenfion  received 
many  years  before,  and  was  now  deemed 
an  incurable  cafe.  She  foon  found  relief 
by  keeping  the  joint  fteady,  and  remov¬ 
ing  the  burden  from  that  weak  and  pain¬ 
ful  part,  which  gave  Nature  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  recover  the  ftrength  of  it ;  file 
wore  it  about  two  years,  then  laid  it  afide 
for  one  lefs  cumberfome,  that  did  not  go 
up  to  the  hip  ;  this  flie  alfo  wore  a  few 
years,  and  has  been  able  to  walk  very  well 
without  ever  fince. 

After  fractures  of  the  leg,  the  ma¬ 
chine  as  fhewn  upon  the  limb  may  prove 
a  great  fecurity,  efpecially  when  the  patient 
will  not  be  long  enough  confined,  and  ex- 
pofes  himfelf  to  accidents,  before  the  Cal¬ 
lus  be  perfectly  offified,  by  which  the  good 

L  4  direc- 
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dire&ion  the  Surgeon  leaves  the  limb  ip,, 
is  fometimes  altered  to  his  difcredit. 

The  good  effects  we  have  feen  from 
thus  fupporting  weak  and  diftorted  limbs, 
in  a  variety  of  inftances,  fhews  the  ufe- 
fulnefs  of  Mechanics  in  Surgery  as  well 
as  in  other  Sciences. 

Mr.  Page,  the  watch-maker  at  Norwich,  has  a  good 
head  and  a  good  hand  ;  I  have  very  often  employed  him 
upon  thefe  occafions  much  to  my  fatisfa&ion. 
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Plate  XI. 

a.  a .  The  fteel  bows,  made  thin  and 
very  elaftic,  muft  (land  clear  of 
the  edges  of  the  'Tibia,  pafs  a- 
bout  j  round  the  limb,  and  be 
fixed  with  (traps  of  leather  hung 
unto  pins, 

b.  b.  b.  The  longitudinal  plate,  to  be  made 
of  tough  (tuff  as  the  workmen 
term  it,  and  as  light  as  pofiible 
with  fufficient  ftrength. 

c.  The  fhank  to  pafs  into  the  ibckets 

in  that  part  of  the  machine 
which  is  to  be  fixed  into  the 
heel  of  the  fhoe  or  laced-boot, 
and  confined  there  by  a  fcrew  at 
the  bottom. 

d.  The  fcrew  to  keep  the  fhank  in  the. 

focket. 
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A  fingular  diflocation  of  the  AJlra - 


November  the  3  o th ,  1749. 


MR.  C.  of  W.  falling  with  a  ladder 
when  he  was  near  the  top,  his  leg 
and  foot  fixed  in  fuch  a  manner  between 
the  haves,  that  the  Apcphyfis  "Tibia  catch¬ 
ing  hold  of  the  AJlragalus ,  wrung  it  out 
of  its  place,  turning  it  upfide  down,  and 
almoft  through  the  fkin  at  the  inftep  •  the 
Tibia  then  refted  upon  the  Os  Calcis  initead 
of  the  AJlragalus ,  and  the  Fibula  was 
thrown  through  the  fkin. 

I  n  this  fituation  of  the  bones  they 
formed  a  kind  of  an  arch,  which  rendered 
all  attempts  to  reduction  in  vain ;  for  the 
greater  the  extenfion  and  preflure  made  to 
that  purpofe,  fo  much  the  more  was  the 
refiflance  to  reduction. 

I  w  a  s  joined  in  confutation  with  two 
able  Surgeons  the  next  day,  and  all  things 

con- 
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confidered,  we  unanimoully  thought  it 
advifeable  to  amputate  the  limb  forthwith. 

The  patient  furvived  the  operation 
twenty  feven  daysf  but  a  profufe  hae¬ 
morrhage  happened  from  the  flump  on 
the  eighteenth  day,  and  I  got  to  him  but 
juft  time  enough  to  prevent  his  bleeding 
to  death.  I  believe  he  loft  his  life,  through 
his  own  obftinacy  and  the  imprudence  of 
the  nurfe,  in  departing  abfolutely  from  our 
ftritt  injunctions. 


A  mor- 


in  SURGE  R  Y. 


A  mortification  in  a  man  aged  eighty 
one,  where  the  Bark  feemed  to 
be  of  great  fervice. 

Augufi  the  24th,  1731. 

IW  a  s  called  to  J.  H.  of  M.  and  found 
a  deep  mortification  about  the  breadth 
of  a  crown  upon  the  fide  of  his  foot. 
Confidering  his  age,  his  having  been  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed  many  years,  and  that  he 
was  a  drinker  of  fpirituous  liquors  to  ex- 
cefs,  there  could  be  but  little  expectation 
of  curing  him,  yet  it  was  neceflary  to 
prevent  his  becoming  noifome  to  himfelf, 
and  every  body  about  him  w hi  1ft  he  lived, 
which  I  confefs  I  thought  would  be  but  a 
ftiort  time,  as  I  told  the  parifh  officers  who 
fent  for  me, 

I  directed  a  gummous  and  fpiri¬ 
tuous  application  and  a  warm  cataplafm 
to  the  foot  twice  a  day  ^  that  he  fhould 
take  a  dofe  of  an  electary  of  the  Bark  and 
Snake-root  every  three  hours,  wafhing  it 

down 
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down  with  a  glafs  of  an  nifeed- water,  which 
had  long  been  his  favorite  liquor ;  and 
that  his  diet  fhould  be  of  good  nutriment, 
warm  and  fpicy, 

A  f  T  e  R  regularly  perfevering  in  this 
method  about  a  month,  there  was  a  repa¬ 
ration  of  the  dead  parts  from  the  living, 
at  the  junction  of  the  OJfa  cuneiform .  & 
metatars .  where  I  disjointed  the  foot,  with¬ 
out  any  pain  or  lofs  of  blood,  and  the 
Rump  was  perfectly  healed  in  three  months  2 
after  this,  the  poor  creature  lived  more 
than  £  year,  with  as  good  health  as  for 
many  years  before,  drinking  gin  or  anni- 
feed-water  to  the  day  of  his  death,  faying 
he  could  not  live  without  it,  and  that  my 

indulging  him  with  it  he  was  fure  faved 
his  life. 

Some  years  after,  I  disjointed  a  poor 
girl  s  foot  at  the  fame  place,  on  account  of 
a  Sphacelus  occafioned  by  her  laying  abroad 
in  a  frofty  night,  She  was  greatly  neglec¬ 
ted,  yet  Nature  had  made  a  feparation  of 
the  dead  parts  from  the  living  almoft  quite 
round,  and  to  the  bones  in  fome  places, 
before  die  was  committed  to  my  care.  The 

1  Rump 
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flump  healed  without  any  extraordinary 
trouble,  and  fhe  walked  much  better  than 
fhe  could  have  done  with  an  artificial  leg. 
Bearing  down  the  lower  part  of  the  foot 
ftrongly,  whilft  an  affiflant  keeps  the  up¬ 
per  part  fteady,  after  having  cut  the  liga¬ 
ments  on  the  top,  very  much  facilitates 
the  disjunction  of  the  bones. 


A  fcirrhouS 
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A  fcirrhous  tumor  upon  the  heel  of 
a  very  threatening  afpe£t,  fucceff* 
fully  extirpated. 

»  ,  *  , 

•* 

December  the  29th ,  1755. 

?  / 

MR;  y.  P.  aged  about  twenty  five, 
of  a  good  conftitution,  fhewed  me 
this  tumor,  and  told  me,  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  it  proceeded  originally  from  an 
external  injury  received  about  twenty  years 
ago.  In  four  or  five  years  it  grew  gra¬ 
dually  to  the  fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg,  was 
moveable  and  exquifitely  painful,  efpecially 
In  the  night  when  warm  in  bed :  he  took 
the  advice  of  a  Surgeon  about  that  time, 
who  applied  a  cauftic,  which  did  not  pene¬ 
trate  far  into  it$  the  application  of  the 
cauftic  was  repeated  feveral  times  to  no 
purpofe.  After  this  treatment  the  tumor 
increafed  fafter  than  it  had  done  at  any 
time  before,  and  in  a  few  years  acquired 
the  magnitude  of  a  hen’s  egg ;  thus  it  re¬ 
mained  many  years,  attended  with  fuch 
an  exquifite  fenfibility,  that  he  could  fcarce 

bear 
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bear  to  touch  it  in  the  sentleft  manner, 

o 

which  was  the  ftate  of  it  when  he  applied 
to  me. 

The  tumor  now  extended  from  the 
point  of  the  heel,  and  was  attached  in 
its  whole  extent  to  the  T’endo  Achillis . 
Under  thefe  circumftances*  there  appear¬ 
ing,  in  confutation,  no  probability  of 
relieving  the  patient  otherwife,  I  was  en¬ 
couraged  to  undertake  the  extirpation  of 
it,  but  firffc  prognofticated  that  it  might 
fhew  itfelf  of  a  very  ill  character  after  the 
operation ;  yet  the  patient  having  endured 
fo  much  with  it  many  years,  and  daily 
growing  worfe,  defined  to  take  this  chance 
for  a  cure.  In  the  operation  I  cut  as  clofe 
to  the  bone  as  I  could,  without  leaving  it 
bare,  and  carefully  dilfefled  the  tumor 
from  the  tendon  s  the  operation  was  ex- 
ceffively  painful,  but  the  wound  healed 
very  kindly,  and  the  patient  was  amply 
rewarded  for  his  refolution  by  a  fpeedy 
cure,  and  continuing  well  to  this  day. 


M 


A  fcro- 
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A  fcrophulous  Cartes  of  the  Os  Hu- 
meri ,  &c.  cured  after  being  ill 
treated,  and  the  limb  condemned 
to  be  taken  off. 

February  the  2d,  1 74 2 . 

MR.  D .  R.  of  M.  put  his  daughter, 
aged  about  fifteen,  under  my  care, 
after  having  been  under  that  of  two  prac¬ 
titioners,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  want 
a  regular  education  in  Surgery,  and  to 
be  quite  ignorant  of  Anatomy.  In  open¬ 
ing  a  Sinus  up  the  arm  from  the  joint  in 
an  oblique  direction,  they  totally  divided 
one  of  the  Extenfors  of  the  wrift,  and 
wondered,  as  well  as  the  patient’s  father, 
at  feeing  the  hand  inftantly  fall,  when  the 
incifion  was  made  at  fuch  a  diftance :  they 
had  alfo  injudicioufly  palled  a  feton  under 
the  tendon  of  the  Biceps ,  which  caufed 
great  pain  every  day  by  its  irritation  upon 
moving  it  ;  and  they  had  introduced  tents 
and  hard  doffils  into  feveral  Sinufes ,  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  covering  them  with  Efchdrotics>  to 
confume  luxuriant  flefh  that  was  perpetu* 
ally  growing  up. 

Under  this  treatment  I  found  the 
limb  exceedingly  fwelled,  inflamed  and 
painful,  efpecially  round  the  joint,  which 
was  become  quite  ftiff,  and  an  extenflve 
Caries  upon  the  Os  Humeri ,  leaning  to  pe¬ 
netrate  deep  into  its  fubftance :  Ihe  had  a 
continual  fever,  kept  up  by  putrid  matter 
palling  into  her  blood,  and  probably  other 
acrimonious  particles  mixt  with  it,  from 
the  conftant  application  of  the  Efcharo - 
tics,  which  by  keeping  her  in  continual 
pain  and  breaking  her  reft,  added  much  to 
the  fever. 

I  threw  out  the  tents,  hard  doflils 
and  feton  forthwith,  dreffed  fuperflcially 
with  dry  lint  and  a  foft  cooling  cerate  over  it, 
treating  the  cafe  in  all  refpe&s  in  the  eafieft 
and  gentleft  manner:  by  this  means  it 
foon  had  a  more  favorable  appearance,  fhe 
was  immediately  freed  from  the  torment¬ 
ing  pain  fhe  had  long  indured,  and  found 
a  fenfible  abatement  of  the  fever,  which 
went  off  gradually. 

M  2 
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B  y  this  gentle  kind  of  treatment,  Na¬ 
ture  not  being  interrupted  in  her  work, 
caft  off  thick  exfoliations  from  the  carious 
bones,  and  effected  a  cure  in  about  fix 
months  after  the  condemnation  of  the  limb: 
it  is  as  ufeful  as  an  Anchyhjis  at  the  elbow- 
joint,  with  an  impoffibility  of  railing  her 
hand,  will  admit  of ;  and  fhe  is  capable 
of  almoft  every  kind  of  family  bufinefs. 


\ 


A  tumor 


A  tumor  of  the  lymphatic  kind,  of 
an  enormous  fize,  upon  a  woman’s 
arm  between  fixty  and  feventy 
years  of  age,  extending  from  above 
the  elbow  to  the  wrift,  which  had 
been  gradually  increafing  more 
than  fifty  years,  and  then  turned 
cancerous. 

SOME  years  ago,  my  Friend  Mr .  Coop¬ 
er  whom  I  have  already  mentioned, 
{hewed  me  this  tumor,  when  it  could  ea- 
fily  be  moved  upon  the  mufcles ;  and  the 
woman  then  had  the  free  ufe  and  motion 
of  her  hand,  fingers  and  elbow-joint. 

The  tumor  was  little  or  no  pain  to 
her,  but  what  arofe  from  its  weight,  which 
fhe  fupported  with  a  fling;  the  circumfe¬ 
rence  of  it  then  was  near  four  feet,  mea- 
furing  from  the  elbow  to  the  hand,  and 
{he  refolved  to  carry  it  to  the  grave  with 
her.  About  two  years  after,  it  beginning 
to  have  a  cancerous  afpebt,  and  there  being 

M  3  rea- 
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reafon  to  fear  it  would  become  very  offen- 
five  to  herfelf  and  every  body  about  her, 
fhe  was  advifed  in  a  confultation  of  four 
Surgeons,  to  have  her  arm  taken  off  ;  fhe 
then  abfolutely  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  :  fome  months  after,  when  fhe  had 
experienced  what  fhe  was  told  would  in  all 
probability  be  the  confequence  of  keeping 
her  limb,  fhe  was  very  defirous  of  lofing 
it,  but  it  was  then  too  late;  a  fever  and 
Diarrhoea  feized  her  foon  after,  and  releafed 
her  from  her  miferable  condition. 

This  tumor  appeared  to  us  vafcular  and  veficular ; 
for  we  could  not  be  fenfible  of  a  flu&uation,  as  in  a 
quantity  of  a  fluid  collected  together.  The  flench  was 
fo  offenfive  immediately  after  her  death,  that  Mr.  Cooper 
durfl  not  examine  into  the  nature  of  the  tumor.  In  the 
German  Ephem.  we  read  of  a  tumor  of  this  natyre  upon 
a  wqman’s  arm  of  a  mod  prodigious  fize. 


A  tumor 


in  SURGERY. 


167 


A  tumor  of  the  ganglion  and  Jleato- 
matous  Species  mixt  together. 

June  the  4th,  1734. 

MR.  R.  W.  a  very  robuft  man,  aged 
about  forty,  afked  my  advice,  con¬ 
cerning  a  large  tumor  without  any  exter¬ 
nal  inflammation,  extending  from  his 
wrift  to  the  middle  of  the  back  of  his 
hand,  which  he  told  me  was  occafioned 
by  a  violent  ftrain  three  or  four  years 
before,  and  that  it  was  now  become  ex¬ 
tremely  painful  3  his  hand  was  intirely 
ufelefs,  hanging  down  and  making  a 
right  angle  with  his  arm,  no  proper 
care  having  been  taken  to  fupport  it. 

Upon  opening  the  tumor  I  found  a 
fluid  like  the  white  of  an  egg,  with  a 
great  many  lumps  of  a  fuety  fubftance 
fufpended  in  it,  refembling  in  color  and 
form  cloves  of  peeled  garlic:  I  immedi¬ 
ately  cut  away  as  much  as  I  could  of 
the  Cy/l,  the  reft  digefted  off,  and  by  the 
common  treatment  the  cure  was  eafily 

M  4  effec- 
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effected  fo  far  as  to  heal  the  ulcer;  but  it 
was  a  long  while  before  the  contractile 
power  of  the  muffles  could  be  recovered 
to  elevate  the  hand,  and  the  motion  of  the 
fingers  was  reftored  with  equal  difficulty ; 
the  tendons  by  long  difufe  being  grown 
very  rigid,  and  the  Synovia  in  their  fheaths 
inlpiffated. 

\  , 

The  ufe  of  the  machine  defcribed  in 
PL  12.  to  keep  up  his  hand,  and  fo  con¬ 
trived  as  to  give  an  opportunity  of  moving 
the  joints  of  the  wrift  and  fingers,  contri¬ 
buted  very  much  to  regain  their  motion : 
he  kept  the  parts  about  half  an  hour  twice 
a  day,  in  a  warm  decoction  of  Iheep’s 
trotters  to  relax  the  rigid  fibres,  and  atte¬ 
nuate  the  infpiffated  Synovia . 

Afterwards,  when  the  wrift  and 
fingers  could  bear  to  be  moved  freely  with¬ 
out  giving  pain,  I  ordered  that  cold  water 
jhould  be  pumped  upon  them  every  morn-? 
ing,  for  a  few  minutes,  by  which  the  tone 
of  .the  parts  was  perfectly  reftored,  and 
the  patient  ufed  his  hand,  in  five  or  fix 
months,  as  well  as  he  did  before  the  acci-* 
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The  proper  degree  of  heat  for  baths  and  fomenta¬ 
tions,  is  that  which  gives  a  pleafmg  fenfation  of  warmth 
to  the  parts,  as  it  relaxes  them  and  fufes  the  fluggifii 
matter,  putting  it  in  a  condition  to  be  propelled  by  the 
aftion  of  the  folids  ;  but  they  will  have  quite  con¬ 
trary  effects,  if  their  heat  be  intenfe  and  gives  pain.  T 
have  found  a  vapor-bath  the  moll  efficacious  in  relax* 
Si)g  rigid  fibres. 


j 
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Plate  XII. 

This  machine  fhould  be  made  a  little 
concave,  of  light  tough  wood,  fuch  as 
beech,  willow  or  alder:  its  dimenfions  for 
a  limb  of  a  common  fize  fhould  be  about 
10  inches  long  and  3!  broad:  befides  the 
hooks  fhewn  upon  the  Tides,  it  fhould 
have  one  in  the  middle  :  it  is  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  limb  with  fillets  tied  upon  ftiff 
paper  as  defcribed. 

This  machine  may  alfo  be  found  of  fig- 
nal  fervice  in  a  luxation  of  the  wrift,  or 
in  a  frafture  near  that  joint,  as  well  as  in 
other  cafes  where  it  is  neceffary  to  have  the 
hand  fupported. 


A  wound 
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A  wound  of  the  tendons* 

Augujl  the  19th,  1736. 

P.  of  T.  an  healthy  ftrong  man,  in 
J  *  the  time  of  harveft,  having  his  fickle 
ftuck  into  the  fide-pocket  of  his  breeches, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  reapers  when 
they  bind  up  their  fheaves,  and  taking  up 
a  ftone  to  throw  in  fport  at  one  of  the 
gleaners,  the  fickle  catched  his  arm,  in  its 
full  fwing  and  force,  and  totally  divided 
the  Flexors  about  two  inches  above  the 
wrift :  the  man  being  hot  at  his  work,  the 
wound  bled  profufely,  but  one  of  the  wo¬ 
men  had  refolution  enough  to  tie  her  gar^ 
ter  ftrait  about  his  arm,  which  effectually 
reftrained  the  haemorrhage  until  I  got  to 
him. 

The  ends  of  the  divided  tendons  were 
drawn  far  afunder,  but  by  bending  the 
wrift  and  forcing  down  the  mufcles,  I 
brought  them  into  contaft  as  much  as  I 
poflibly  could,  keeping  them  fo  by  Hitch¬ 
ing  and  bandage :  the  wound  healed  kinck 


172  CASES  and  REMARKS 

ly,  and  was  quite  cicatrized  in  a  little  more 
than  a  month  3  he  recovered  the  perfe6t 
ufe  of  his  arm,  hand  and  fingers  foon  af¬ 
ter,  but  fenfation  was  deftroyed  below  the 
wound,  and  never  after  reftored. 

Though  I  was  not  fenhble  of  any  inconvenience  arif- 
jng  from  hitching  in  this  wound,  yet  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  that  it  would  be  better,  in  general,  omitted  in 
tendinous  or  membranous  parts.  I  have  been  concerned 
in  two  cafes  where  the  Ten  do  Acbillis  was  totally  divid¬ 
ed  by  cutting  inftruments ;  one  of  thefe  wounds  X 
hitched,  the  other  I  did  not ;  both  were  cured  without 
ill  accidents,  but  that  which  I  did  not  hitch  1' thought 
healed  more  kindly  than  the  other.  I  ufed  Petit' s  ban¬ 
dage,  defcribed  in  his  Treatife  upon  Difeafes  of  the  bones , 
in  both  cafes ;  but  there  is  a  very  ingenious  and  excel¬ 
lent  contrivance  for  the  fame  purpofe  by  ProfeJJor 
Memo  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Effays  and 

Qbfervation r. 

The  notion  of  healing  by  the  firh  intention,  being 
now,  I  believe,  pretty  generally  exploded,  hitching  of 
wounds  will  confequently  be  lefs  praftifed,  though  it 
may  hill  be  found  ufeful,  and  neceflaiy  in  fome 
cafes. 


A  very 
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A  very  extraordinary  Burn. 

July  the  15th,  1757. 

M.  H .  fervant  to  Mr.  K .  of  Ta  arofc 
*  between  two  and  three  of  the  clock 
this  morning)  in  a  violent  tempeft  of  thun¬ 
der  and  lightening,  and  went  into  her 
mailer’s  room,  where  fhe  ftruck  fire,  and 
whilft  file  was  lighting  a  candle,  having 
no  covering  but  her  cap,  fhift  and  one 
petty  coat,  a  fiery  Meteor ,  accompanied 
with  a  moft  tremendous  clap  of  thunder, 
broke  through  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  and 
defcended  to  this  room,  which  was  upon 
the  ground  floor,  fired  her  cap,  hair,  &c9 
threw  her  upon  the  floor,  and  burnt  her 
from  the  crown  of  her  head  to  the  foies  of 
her  feet  and  fingers  ends,  in  a  moft  dread¬ 
ful  manner  indeed :  her  matter,  in  the 
utmoft  confternation,  jumped  out  of  bed, 
firft  extinguifhed  the  fire  upon  her  cap,  &c, 
then  running  out  abroad,  faw  the  roof 
blazing  in  a  narrow  compafs,  raifed  a  lad¬ 
der  inftantly,  and  poured  water  into  the  hole 
where  he  fuppofed  the  fire-ball  patted,  but 
to  no  purpofe,  the  houfe  being  all  in  flames 
before  any  afliftance  could  be  procured. 

In 
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In  this  hurry  and  confufion  the  wo¬ 
man  was  fome  time  negledted,  and  when 
carried  out  of  the  houfe  had  neither 
fenfe  nor  motion;  foon  after  fhe  difco- 
vered  fome  figns  of  life,  but  remained 
many  days  without  fenfes  or  fight,  though 
her  eyes  were  not  burnt  fo  much  as  the 
other  parts.  The  burn  grew  every  where 
exquifitely  fenfible  to  the  touch,  and  un¬ 
commonly  painful;  a  moft  violent  fever 
immediately  enfued,  attended,  after  a- 
bout  a  week’s  continuance,  with  as  thick 
a  thrufh  as  I  ever  faw :  we  almoft  de- 
fpaired  of  her  life,  but  at  length  file  re¬ 
covered,  and  has  her  fenfes,  fight  and  ufe 
of  her  limbs  perfectly. 

The  dreflings  were  chiefly  01.  Lini 
and  a  Cerate  prepared  with  that,  Cera 
and  Unguent,  e  Floribus  Sambuci .  Bleed¬ 
ing  repeatedly  was  found  neceflary,  and 
an  exadt  obfervance  of  the  Regimen  ad- 
vifed  in  inflammatory  fevers,  with  the 
frequent  ufe  of  Opiates  to  afluage  the  in¬ 
tolerable  pain  and  forenefs  of  the  parts, 
taking  particular  care  to  keep  her  body 
open. 


Some 
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Some  extraordinary  effects  of  a  fever. 

June  the  26th,  1740. 

IW  a  s  accidentally  called  in  to  fee  the 
fon  of  J.  P.  of  B.  between  thirteen 
and  fourteen  years  of  age,  whom  I  found 
fpinning  at  the  wheel,  totally  deprived  of 
hearing  and  fight,  but  it  was  his  deafnefs 
I  was  defired  to  give  my  advice  in,  for 
the  very  globes  of  his  eyes  were  funk  in 
their  orbits,  and  left  his  parents  not  the 
lead:  hopes  of  his  ever  feeing  again,  nor 
could  I  give  them  any  more  hopes  of  his 
ever  hearing,  after  having  examined  his 
ears. 

The  account  they  gave  me  of  this  poor 
unfortunate  creature  was,  that  about  fix 
months  before,  he  was  feized  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  fever,  which  foon  deprived  him  of  his 
fenfes,  and  that  it  was  eirrht  or  nine  weeks 
before  they  had  any  expectation  of  his  fur- 
viving  it,  but,  being  very  poor,  no  medi¬ 
cal  afliftance  was  had  fcr  him;  during  this 

time 


176  CASES  and  REMARKS 

time  he  totally  loft  his  hearing  and  fight* 
the  color  of  the  hair  of  his  head  was 
changed  from  a  dark  brown  to  a  white, 
and  was  as  foft  as  an  old  perfon’s  of  eigh¬ 
ty  or  ninety*  excepting  on  the  Vertex , 
where  it  retained  its  natural  color  about 
the  breadth  of  a  crown ;  the  hair  of  his 
eye-brows  had  buffered  the  fame  altera¬ 
tion  :  I  alfo  obferved  along  the  courfe  of 
the  coronal,  fagittal  and  lambdoidal  fu¬ 
tures,  bony  ridges  half  as  thick  as  my 
finger. 

The  boy  now  appeared  in  good  health 
and  in  a  thriving  condition,  did  not  feem 
to  want  underftanding,  and  could  find  his 
way  alone  to  fome  houfes  at  a  confiderable 
diftance,  where  he  ufed  to  go  formerly, 
and  had  gone  fince  the  lofs  of  his  fight, 
with  his  mother. 

About  feven  years  after,  as  I  was  tra¬ 
velling  that  way,  my  curiofity  led  me  to 
inquire  after  and  fee  this  perfon  again : 
his  mother  led  him  to  me,  1  obferved  the 
hair  of  his  head  remained  white,  lank 
and  foft,  and  brown  upon  the  crown  of 
i  his 
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his  head,  as  when  I  faw  him  before ;  his 
beard  was  now  beginning  to  fprout,  which 
was  of  the  natural  brown  color  of  his 
hair ;  his  face  looked  ftill  rather  boyifh, 
but  there  was  a  very  ftrange  mixture 
and  appearance  of  youth  and  old  age 
in  it. 
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A  cafe  of  *  fragility,  flexibility  and 
diflolution  of  the  bones,  which  I 
drew  up  formerly  at  the  requefl 
of  a  friend,  in  order  for  him  to 
tranfmit  to  Dodtor  Pringley  who 
defired  an  account  of  it,  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  Royal  Society . 


]\/JARr  HATES,  of  Stoke- Holy-Crofe 
near  Norwich  in  Norfolk ,  was  born 
January  the  nth,  1718;  had  never  been 
married,  and  always  lived  a  regular,  tem¬ 
perate  life  :  her  father  was  unhealthy,  but 
it  is  not  known  what  difeafe  he  was  fub- 
je6t  to ;  her  mother  wras  healthy  :  fhe  her- 
felf  was  always  looked  upon  as  a  ftrong 
healthy  girl,  until  about  fifteen  years  of 
age,  then  fell  into  the  green-ficknefs,  and 
took  various  medicines  to  no  purpofe :  fhe 
had  no  other  complaints  until  Qfiober  1  748, 
when  fhe  was  feized  with  pain  univerfally, 
attended  with  feverifh  fymptoms;  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  thus  fome  weeks,  after  which  the 
pain  was  chiefly  confined  to  her  legs  and 

1  thighs, 
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thighs,  but  not  increafed  by  external  pref- 
fure. 

She  broke  her  leg  in  June  1749,  as  flie 
was  walking  from  the  bed  to  her  chair, 
without  falling  down,  and  heard  the 
bones  fnap.  The  frafture  was  properly 
treated  by  one  of  the  ableft  Surgeons,  and 
due  regard  had  to  her  indifpofition ;  but 
indead  of  a  Callus  generating,  the  bones 
grew  flexible  from  the  knee  to  the  ancle, 
in  a  few  months:  thofe  of  the  other  leg 
and  thigh  were  vifibly  affedted  foon  after, 
in  the  like  manner 5  both  legs  and  thighs 
then  became  cedematous  and  fubjedt  to  ex¬ 
coriate,  difcharging  a  thin  yellow  Ichor  : 
about  this  time  I  fil'd  faw  her  with  the  Sur¬ 
geon  who  had  the  care  of  her. 

The  winter  after  breaking  her  leg  flie 
had  fymptoms  of  the  fqurvy,  and  bled 
much  at  the  gums. 

Many  eminent  Phyficians  prefcribed 
for  her,  but  without  any  effect,  unlefs  the 
regularity  of  her  mendruation  for  the  lad 
eighteen  months  be  afcribed  to  chalybeate 
medicines,  which  were  part  of  their  pre- 

N  2  fcriptions  ^ 


180  CASES  and  REM  ARKS 

fcriptions;  though  the  fame  kind  of  me¬ 
dicines  were  formerly  prefcribed,  and  long 
continued,  without  having  that  effedf, 
even  when  fhe  w7as  in  a  condition  to  take 
exercife. 

About  a  year  before  her  death  fhe 
was  removed  to  the  parifh  (lie  belonged 
to,  where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  vifiting 
her  often,  and  obferving  the  progrefs  of 
her  difeafe.  She  told  me,  fhe  had  found 
but  little  alteration  of  her  complaints  in 
general  for  fome  time  pair,  and  thought 
her  appetite  and  digeftion  rather  mended: 
flic  breathed  with  difficulty,  and  her  Tho¬ 
rax  appeared  fo  much  ftraitened,  as  ne¬ 
edfully  impeded  the  expanfion  of  the 
Lungs:  her  fpine  was  much  diftorted; 
any  motion  of  the  Vertebrce  of  the  loins 
excited  extreme  pain,  and  her  legs  and 
thighs  being  quite  ufelefs,  fhe  was  confined 
to  her  bed  in  a  fitting  pofture ;  the  bones 
die  refted  upon,  having  loft  their  folidity, 
were  much  fpread,  and  the  ends  of  her 
fingers  and  thumbs,  by  frequent  efforts  to 
raife  herfelf,  were  become  very  broad,  with 
a  curvature  of  their  Phalanges :  fhe  now 
meafured  but  four  feet,  though  before  this 

diff 
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difeafe  fhe  was  five  foot  and  a  half  high, 
and  well  fhaped. 

From  this  time  I  obferved  the  flexibi¬ 
lity  of  her  bones  became  gradually  more 
general,  the  difficulty  of  breathing  in- 
creafed,  with  a  wafting  of  her  flefh :  for 
the  laft  four  months  of  her  life  fhe  had 
a  total  fuppreflion  of  the  menftrual  dis¬ 
charge,  and  a  great  tendency  in  her  legs 
to  mortify,  which  had  long  been  anafar- 
cous  and  excoriated  almoft  all  over :  fhe 
retained  her  fenfes  perfectly  to  the  laft 
moment,  and  died  without  any  Sign  of 
extraordinary  pain. 

Two  days  after  her  death,  which  hap¬ 
pened  on  February  the  6th,  1753,  her 
limbs  being  firft  well  ftretched  out,  fhe  was 
meafured  and  found  wanting  of  her  natural 
ftature  two  feet  and  two  inches.  I  open¬ 
ed  the  Abdomen  and  F'horax ,  removing  the 
Sternum  intirely,  with  fome  portion  of  the 
ribs,  in  order  to  gain  at  once  a  full  view 
of  thofe  cavities,  and  to  obferve  how  the 
Vifcera  contained  in  them  had  obftructed 
each  other,  in  their  refpeftive  functions, 
as  well  as  to  infpeft  the  ftate  of  them  : 

the 
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the  Heart  and  Lungs  were  found,  but 
flaccid  and  much  confined  in  their  mo¬ 
tion,  to  which  the  enormous  fize  of  the 
Liver  contributed  in  fome  meafure,  ex¬ 
tending  quite  acrofs  the  Abdomen ,  and 
bearing  hard  againfl  the  Diaphragm  by 
its  increafed  gibbofity:  the  Lungs  did  not 
adhere  to  the  Pleura ,  nor  was  the  Liver 
fcirrhous,  it  was  faulty  only  in  its  bulk , 
the  Mefentery  was  found,  except  one 
large  fcirrhous  gland  in  it :  the  Spleen 
was  extremely  fmall :  nothing  elfe  was 
found  obfervable  in  thefe  cavities; 

All  her  bones,  except  the  teeth,  were 
more  or  lefs  affected,  and  fcarce  any  would 
refill  the  knife  ;  thofe  of  the  Head,  Tho¬ 
rax,  Spine  and  Pelvis  were  nearly  of  the 
fame  degree  of  foftnefs :  thofe  of  the  low¬ 
er  extremities  were  much  more  diffolved 
than  thofe  of  the  upper  or  of  any  other 
part  ^  they  were  changed  into  a  kind  of 
parenchymous  fubftance  like  foft  dark- 
colored  Liver,  without  the  leaft  offenfive 
fmell.  I  cut  through  their  whole  length 
without  turning  the  edge  of  the  knife,  and 
found  lefs  refiitance  than  firm  mufcular 
flefh  would  have  made,  meeting  only  here 

and 
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and  there  with  bony  Lamina  thin  as  an 
egg-fliell. 

Those  bones  were  mold  difTolved  which 
in  their  natural  Rate  were  moft  compact, 
and  contained  moft  marrow  in  their  ca¬ 
vities  5  this  circumftance  may  appear  the 
more  worthy  of  obfervation,  as  it  held 
throughout,  and  looks  as  if  the  wonder¬ 
ful  change  they  had  undergone,  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  marrow  having  acquired 
a  diffolving  quality  5  for  it  was  evident, 
that  the  diffolution  began  internally,  by 
the  bony  Lamina  remaining  here  and  there 
on  the  outfide  and  no  where  elfe,  and  the 
pain  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe  not 
being  increafed  by  external  prefture. 

The  Pericjleum  was  rather  thicker  than 
ordinary,  the  Cartilages  thinner,  but  no 
where  in  a  ftate  of  diflolution  like  the 
bones. 

1  intended  to  have  opened  the 
Scull  and  examined  the  Brain,  had  I  been 
allowed  time  enough,  but  there  was  no 
reafon,  from  any  complaints,  to  fuipeft  a 
a  defect  in  that  part. 

An 
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An  eminent  Phyfician  and  Surgeon 
were  prefent  at  this  examination  of  the 
body.  Some  time  after,  I  fhewed  fpecimens 
of  the  diffolved  bones  to  Dr.  Pringle  in 
London ,  and  then  fent  them  to  Dr.  Hunter , 
who  has  occafionally  exhibited  them  in  his 
anatomical  Leflures. 

July  1753  I  faw  a  fimilar  cafe  to  this  in  a  woman, 
aged  twenty  five,  in  the  work-houfe  at  Norwich ,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Swift ,  an  ingenious  man,  and  a  very 
able  Surgeon  :  he  obtained  an  order  from  the  Court  of 
Guardians  to  detain  the  body  after  death  for  our  in- 
fpection,  but  as  foon  as  the  woman  was  dead,  what 
was  intended  to  be  done  fpreading  abroad,  a  mob  rofe 
and  peremptorily  demanded  the  body  to  inter  it,  and 
the  mailer  of  the  houfe  delivered  it,  fearing  bad  con- 
fequences  might  enlue  upon  his  refufal ;  thus  we  were 
difappointed  in  our  intended  enquiry. 

In  this  woman’s  cafe  the  Ribs,  being  grown  very  foft, 
fell,  with  the  Sternum ,  flat  upon  the  Lungs  and  ob- 
flru<Pced  refpiration  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  when  I  faw 
her  flie  lay  panting  for  life  :  the  contrary  happened  in 
the  cafe  I  have  been  giving  a  narrative  of :  there  the 
Ribs  and  Sternum  turned  outwards,  by  which  circum- 
fiance  refpiration  was  not  fo  much  obfirufled,  though 
the  capacity  of  the  Thorax  was  greatly  fhortened,  and 
the  Lungs  had  not  room  to  expand  freely. 
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